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District and Circuit Courts Recognized 

11th Lauderdale Mike Suttle, Donald Patterson. 
Larry Mack Smith 7.44 

34th Frnnklin John Jolly 7.82 
37th Lee Robert Harper, James Gullage 9.07 
31st Colbert Inae Johnson, Pride Tompkins 10.32 

90 Percent of Courts Meet Time Standards 
According to the mid-year time standards report, 90 percent of all cases 

disposed in the circuit courts and 95 percent of all cases disposed in the district 
courts between April 1994 to March 1995 were within the case processing time 
standards. The number of repeat offenders for 

Kecognized below are the five circuit and five district courts with the some misdemeanor crimes is decreas- 
smallest perceritage of disposed and pending cases exceeding the time stan- ing in Roanoke since defendants are 
dards. Dispositions are for the period of April 1, 1994, to March 31, 1995. ordered not only to pay a fine but to 
Pending cases are as of March 31, I 995. fulfill a community service sentence 

Dispositions 
The fiue drstrrct courts wrth the crmallest percentage of drsposed cases exceedrng the outer llmlt 
of tlme standards. 

Morgan David B~bb, David Breland 0.57 
Dale Willlam Matthews, Fred Steagall 0.77 
Calhoun Gus Colvin, Allen Crow, Larry Warren 1.28 
Monroe William Causey, Jr. 1.32 
1,amar Ed Gosa 1 .&2 

Dispositions 
The fiue crrcurt cuurts wrth the smallest percentage ofdrsposed cases exceedrng the outer lrmrt of 
tlme standards 

Circuit County Judge % 
34th Franklrn John Jolly 1.99 
37th Lee Robert Harper, James Gullage 2.92 
3rd Rarbour & Bullock William Robertson 3.62 
11th Lauderdale Mike Suttle, Donald Patterson, 

Larry Mack Smith 4.41 
31st Colbert Inge Johnson, Pride Tompkins 4.55 

Pending 
The five crrcurr courts wrth the smallest percentnge ofpendrng cases exceedrng trme standards. 

23rd Madison Lynwood Smith. Joseph Rattle, 
Jeri Blankenship, luyd I.~ttle, 
James Smith, Danny Bankdretired) 5.54 

I Pending I 

that makes breaking the law an "in- 
convenience." 

*Fktttfy 
nsion of 

their community service program, the 
recidivism rate of offenses such as  
writing worthless checks and driving 
with revoked and suspended driver li- 
censes has decreased. "The fines 
didn't seem to matter to the defen- 

: dants," he said, "so we added commu- 
nity service. Community service is 
an inconvenience to most people when 
the sentence is longer than two or 
three days." 

The fiue drstrrct courts with the smallest percentage ofpending cacres exceeding time standards. 
Calhoun Gus Colvin, Allen Crow, Larry Warren 1.10 
Tuscaloosa Joel Chandler. James Guin 2.12 
Morgan David Bibb, David Breland 4.30 I 
Franklin Sharon Hindman 6.29 
Montgomery Lynn Bright. Pegm Givhan. Craig Miller 7.01 

Changes were made to Roanoke's 
program after a community service 
supervisor was hired in 1992. 'I'he 
previous p rogram consis ted of 
defendants picking up trash or wash- 
ing cars on the weekends. Police 
officers supervised the workers. Now, 
it is a six-day-a-week program staffed 
by two full-time supervisors - Prank 
Fetner and Joy Harris. 

Holliday attributes the program's 
success to its supervisors and its flexi- 
bility. He believes the program would 
work in cities smaller and larger 
than Roanoke. "The citv will more 
than replace the supervisor's income 

(See "Community" next page) 

Citizens Recommend Nonpartisan Election of Judges 
After four sessions, the  Third tions a t  the end of its June 22 session. If the governor fails to act on the 

Citizens' Conference on the Alabama At an earlier meeting on June 6, appointment within 60 days,  the  
State Courts recommended the initial the conference recommended vacan- nominating commission would have 
selection of trial and appellate court cies on the appellate courts be filled by the power to appoint. 
judges and appellate court justices be appointment of the governor based on The conference recommended that 
by nonpartisan election. The confer- recommendations from an appellate (See "Citizens" next page) 
ence voted in favor of nonpartisan elec- court judicial nominatingcommission. 



zation fund raisers. 



Let's face it! Online searching is 
great, but it can also be expensive. 
Those using online legal research 
services should become a s  proficient 
a s  possible in  getting the greatest  
possible return for time spent online. 

Here are a few hints for refining 
your online search techniques: 

1. Instead of reading cases online, 
offline print or download to disk 
a f t e r  s igning off. 5. 

2. When you need to reformulate a 
query,  r e tu rn  to t he  da tabase  
menu (DB or  MAPl)  to get off 
chargeable time. Never stop to 
p o n d e r  w h i l e  y o u  a r e  i n  a 

1 database .  
3. Type your search (up to one full 

line) a t  the menu screen (DB AL- 
C S  ... ) U s e  S D B  [ n a m e  of 
databasel to run the same search 
in another database. Saves time. 6. 

4. WIN v. Tcrms and Connectors. A 
recent inrlovation to Westlaw i s  
natural language searching (WIN 

- Westlaw is natural).  Natural 
language is good for "fuzzy search- 
ing," such a s  conceptual issues, 
complex questions, or when terms 
and connectors searching is diffi- 
cult. Generally, however, Terms 
and  Connectors searching can  
help you focus on issues by limit- 
ing searches to the synopsis or  
headnotes of a n  opinion. 
Think SMALL. Use topical li- 
braries when appropriate and do 
field (synopsis, digest, headnote) 
searches. This not only costs less 
than searching the mega da ta-  
bases but also reduces the amount 
of time spent searching, decreases 
the number of irrelevant cases re- 
trieved while increasing search ef- 
ficiency and accuracy. For a list of 
topical da t abases ,  c a l l  L y n n  
Kitchens a t  (800) 236-4069. 
Focus on the less common terms in 
your issue. Contract ,  for ex- 
ample, occurs more often than 
breach. There's no need to type 

"caveat emptor" when e m p t o r  
will do. 

7. Insta-Cite provides a listing of the 
direct history and  the negative 
indirect history of a case. I t s  
information is  more up-to-date 
than Shepard's. I t  also provides 
references to where tha t  case i s  
cited in C.J.S., sometimes a real 
boon to legal researchers. 

8. Keep your password confidential. 
Usage i s  reviewed monthly. If 
you think that  someone has  un- 
a u t h o r i z e d  a c c e s s  t o  y o u r  
password, contact AOC's Court  
Assistance Division to review 
your account. 
For help with query formulation, 

you can  cal l  t he  West  Reference 
Attorneys a t  (800) REF-ATTY o r  
Lynn Kitchens, State Law Library, at 
(800) 236 -4069 .  F o r  t e c h n i c a l  
matters, contact Court Assistance a t  
(334) 242-0300 or (880) 392-8077. 

KEMINDEK. .  . I f  You Are Sued.. . 
1,t. Koy 11:. Calvin, Driver License Records Unfortunately,  m a n y  cou r t  to the ADC. 

Unit,  Alabama Department Public Safety, officials a re  sued a t  sometime dur- Normally, i t  is the position 
has  provided a reminder that  complete, com- ing their career. If this happens, of the Attorney Genera! t ha t  
puterized records a r e  currently being fur- please call Tom Samford a t  AOC court  of f ic ia l s  w i l l  ' n o t  be 
nished to all courts upon request. The date, and then forward all of the original represented  i n  m a n d a m u s  
defined a s  the "status date," is included on the papers to AOC, keeping a copy of ac t i ons  t h e  o f f i c i a l  w o u l d  
new computerized abstracts. This provides an  those papers for your files. P lease  normally be represented by the 
affidavit of the driver's record a s  of that date indicate  when,  or if, you h a v e  in whose favor action was 
for cases involving charges of driving while been formaHy served. taken or not taken; however, in 
the license is suspended, revoked or canceled. Upon receipt of the lawsuit, the extraordinary cases, a n  excep- 

Because of the large number of requests Administrative Director of Courts tion may be made. 
for affidavits and certified driver histories, (AOC) will request representation Also, you should be aware the DPS has  furnished courts with forms for from the ~ t t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  General; you . th at an  "outside" attorney will 
requesting these records. Theformsshould be will receive a copy of this letter of be appointed by the ~ t t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
used to reduce delay in processing requests. request. When a deputy or special ceneral only if his has a Courts a re  asked to provide a s  much advance assistant attorney general has been conflict. notice a s  possible when a record is required to assigned, a letter of assignment, 
enable the DPS to provide the  information with a copy to you, willbe returned 
prior to the court date. 

Questions regarding these forms or courts 
requesting copies should be directed to Perry 
Hardy or Helen Thorn with the DPS a t  (334) NCHIPS Grant to Improve Criminal Histories 

Alabama's judicial system and to work together to ensu re  t h a t  
the Board of Pardons and Paroles criminal histories a r e  a s  accurate 
have joined together with the  and complete a s  possible. 
Criminal  Jus t ice  Information CJIS, the state depository for 

to apply for  a criminal justice data, prepared the 
an t  to improve criminal application was recently sent 

to Washington, D.C. 
T h e  N a t i o n a l  C r i m i n a l  Funded programs are  expected to 

I m p r o v e r n e n t s  be i n  place by Oct. 1,1995. 
) grant would allow the 

courts and Pardons and Paroles 

- 



ABWA i s  a 
dedicated to 

the top ten of a He is the first Wiregrass resident to pre- 

veys returned to the scholarly works on Alabama History. 
from 2,400 surveys According to the Dothan Eagle, the as- 

101.6 Geneva County 
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