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By Ben Newbern 
Managing Editor 

In an historic appointment, 
John H. England Jr. joins the 
Alabama Supreme Court as an 
associate justice. England, 52, 
becomes the third black Ala- 
bama Supreme Court justice. 
And, for the first time ever in 
state history, there are two black 
justices sitting together on the 
court as England joins Justice 
Ralph Cook. 

England, a circuit judge 
from Tuscaloosa, was appointed 
.- . - -.. .- - .. .. - ---~ . .. . . . .. ,. 

ENGLAND, 
continued on page 5 Judicial College Director Callie Dietz confers with Justice 

___. _ --_--- -- John H. England Jr following his Investiture. 

Greene County judge dies after surgery 
By Ben Newbern 
Managing Editor 

Greene County District 
Judge Richard Osborne, 52, 
died October 30, at DCH Re- 
gional Medical Center from 
complications following heart 
surgery. 

Osborne has served as 
district judge since 1985. Last 
year, he was re-elected without 
opposition to a fourth consecu- 
tive term. 

Osborne was a native of 
Tallassee, Ala., and was a 
graduate of R. R. Moton High 
School. Osborne also received 
an agricultural drafting certifi- 
cate from the Washington (D.C.) 
Drafting School in 1968, and a 
degree from Alabama State 
University in 1972. 

Osborne graduated from 
the University of Alabama 
School of Law in 1975. 

He has worked in private 
practice in Union Springs and 

York, an assistant city attorney 
in Montgomery from 1969 to 
1978, and a draftsman for Ala- 
bama Power Co. from 1969 to 
1972 before becoming a dis- 
trict judge. 

Greene County Tax Asses- 
sor John Kennard expressed 
shock at the death of Osborne. 

"We've lost a good man," 
Kennard said. 

Osborne is survived by his 
wife, Lily, and three children. 





Left: Administrative Office of Courts 'Personnel Division poses for a photograph at the retirement party of fellow 
employee Joe Matisak on August 31. From L to R: Lisa Dennison Prathe~ Cathy Burdeshaw, Linda Price, Matisak, 
Gay Pitts, Amanda Rieves, and Personnel Director Barbara Kummel. Right: Matisak is greeted by UJS security 
coordinator Art Baylor. 

Library's Trial Court Services at 
courts' disposal 

By Mary Edge Horton 
Alabama Court News 

The Trial Court Services division is a 
service of the Supreme Court and State Law 
Library. 

It was created in 1997 to provide re- 
search assistance to trial court judges who 
do not have a research support staff. As- 
sistance is available in a variety of forms, 
including research of a specific issue, aid 
in trial and docket preparation, and assis- 
tance in drafting written orders and in other 
areas to help make caseload management 
more efficient. 

The objective of the program is to facili- 
tate the research needs of trial court judges 
who do not have law clerks or staff attor- 
neys by providing those services usually 
provided by those personnel. Selection of 
participants in the program is made by the 
State Law Librarian and the Senior Attor- 
ney of Trial Court Services following the rec- 
ommendation of the Administrative Direc- 
tor of Courts. 

The Library's Trial Court Services' staff 
consists of qualified attorneys who are ex- 
perienced in many aspects of the legal pro- 
fession, including both trial and appellate 
work. They have access to a complete col- 
lection of hardcopy legal research re- 
sources, as well as Westlaw, Lexis, CD- 
rom, and the World Wide Web. For more 
information about this program, please con- 
tact Ms. Lynne Thrower, Senior Attorney, 
at the State Law Library at 1-800-236-4069 
or 334-353-7249. 

on drugs 

Make no mistake about it, one 
Alabama judge takes his job and his 
words seriously. 

And so, Talladega Judge Julian 
Kina, durina a recent call of the 
doclket for chminal trials in his court- 
room, ordered all defendants to sub- 
mit to drug testing. All were out on 
bond and awaiting trial. 

Thirty-four of the 52 defendants 
tested positive for drugs. King re- 
voked their bonds, and put them in 
jail. 

"People who use drugs are not 
only a danger to themselves," King 
said," but a danger to the general, 
law-abiding public." 





Lowndes County institutes new parenting program 
By Ben Newbern child. 
Managing Editor 

Lowndes County District Judge Terri 
Bozeman has taken steps to ensure addi- 
tional welfare to children born of unwed 
parents. Lowndes County's Both Parents 
Program features a variety of steps de- 
signed to educate parents on having regu- 
lar contact with their children, and provid- 
ing suitable living arrangements. 

The Both Parents Program, based on 
a Colorado model, shares information with 

Parents develop a written plan of 
shared responsibilities in the second 
meeting of the Both Parents Program. 
The plan becomes part of the court 
record. 

The Parenting Plan Agreement 
puts stipulations on child visitation, and 
seeks compromise between the parents 
of the child on a wide range of issues 
including education, welfare, religion, 
and financial support. 

Parents who fail to reach mutual 
parents in its first meeting about specific agreement are required to attend media- fore a hearing can be set. 
cases and stresses the importance of tion meetings with a court-appointed attor- For more information on Lowndes 
shared responsibility. Parents learn about ney or certified mediator in order to resolve County's Both Parents Program, contact 
children's needs as they grow up, and pa- differences. These meetings, if needed, are District Judge Terri L. Bozeman at (334) 
rental roles in fostering a healthy, functional provided at no cost, but are mandatory be- 548-2591. 
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in August by Governor Don Siegelman, replacing Mark Kennedy, 
who retired in the spring. England's seat will be up for election in 
2000. 

It had been a guessing game, as Siegelman waited several 
months before naming Kennedy's successor. 

In England's Investiture Ceremony, Siegelman said England 
had always been his first choice, based solely on experience. 

FormerAlabama Supreme Court Chief Justice and U. S. Sena- 
tor Howell Heflin swore in the new justice. 

Joseph A. Colquitt, retired Tuscaloosa County circuit judge, 
and State Senator Vivian Davis Figures, D-Mobile, also delivered 
remarks at England's Investiture. 

Upon naming England as Alabama's newest justice, Siegelman 
said he believed that England will be rewarded with a new term 
when the seat comes up for election in 2000. 

"Judge England is rich in wisdom, understanding, confidence, 
and tranquility," Siegelman said. "These are all qualities necessary 
to render judgments that are fair and just." 

England was born in Uniontown, Alabama and attended pub- 
lic schools in Birmingham. He graduated from the University of Ala- 
bama School of Law in 1974, and began practicing law in 
Tuscaloosa. England was elected to the Tuscaloosa City Council 
in 1985 and would serve two terms. In 1993, he accepted an ap- 
pointment to the Tuscaloosa County Circuit Court bench and was 

@ elected to a full term in November 1994. 
England has remained civically active, and currently serves 

as a member of the University of Alabama Board of Trustees. 
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Committee, keeping judicial races clean is on many minds in the 
JOHNSTONE, judicial system. Johnstone said clean campaigns are what the Ala- 

continued from page 2 bama people want. 
"In Alabama, people don't like negative campaigning. Most 

media consultants urge negative campaigns, but they make two 
Justice to the Supreme Court. mistakes. One, they don't correctly assess the mood of the public. 

When asked what he missed most about working for the trial In some parts of the country, it may be attractive and persuasive to 
courts, Johnstone said, "I am so happy here, that I've never thought the public, but not in Alabama. Two, where both sides use mud- 
about what I miss as a trial judge, other than perhaps the interac- slinging, [consultants] think one wins, neither does, actually." 
tion with the lawyers , the give-and-take." Johnstone felt that there was a "friend" factor in campaign- 

In reflecting about the campaign, Johnstone spoke of just ing, that voters voted for those they could identify more with, be 
how free from mudslinging it was. friends with, and even have a meal with. 

""My opponent and I did run positive campaigns. There was "In judicial campaigns, the issues are subtle, and the general 
no gentleman's agreement, we both just chose to do it. I think I public is not always well-acquainted with the candidates, he said." 
ultimately prevailed because I had 14 years of judicial experience, Johnstone said judicial candidates must appear as though 
and it was selling that experience that gave me the edge," they could fit in with voters' families. 
Johnstone said. "So many ads that are filled with ridicule will not cause the 

"In my observations over 30 years, mudslinging rarely wins," 
he said. JOHNSTONE, 

With the formation of a second Judicial Campaign Oversight continued on page 8 



do. Candidates should say, 'Who is going to 

Ofice of Courts 


