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England replaces Kennedy
on Alabama Supreme Court

By Ben Newbern
Managing Editor

In an historic appointment,
John H. England Jr. joins the
Alabama Supreme Court as an
associate justice. England, 52,
becomes the third black Ala-
bama Supreme Court justice.
And, for the first time ever in
state history, there are two black
justices sitting together on the
court as England joins Justice
Ralph Cook.

England, a circuit judge
from Tuscaloosa, was appointed
ENGLAND,
continued on page 5

Judicial College Director Callie Dietz confers with Justice
John H. England Jr. following his Investiture.

Greene County judge djes after surgery

By Ben Newbern
Managing Editor

Greene County District
Judge Richard Osborne, 52,
died October 30, at DCH Re-
gional Medical Center from
complications following heart
surgery.

Osborne has served as
district judge since 1985. Last
year, he was re-elected without
opposition to a fourth consecu-
tive term.

Osborne was a native of
Tallassee, Ala., and was a
graduate of R. R. Moton High
School. Osborne aiso received
an agricultural drafting certifi-
cate from the Washington (D.C.)
Drafting School in 1968, and a
degree from Alabama State
University in 1972,

Osborne graduated from
the University of Alabama
School of Law in 1975.

He has worked in private
practice in Union Springs and

York, an assistant city attorney
in Montgomery from 1969 to
1978, and a draftsman for Ala-
bama Power Co. from 1969 to
1972 before becoming a dis-
trict judge.

Greene County Tax Asses-
sor John Kennard expressed
shock at the death of Osborne.

“We've lost a good man,”
Kennard said.

Osborne is survived by his
wife, Lily, and three children.
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A WEALTH OF EXPERI}
b JUsTICE DouGLAS JOHN]

By Ben
Managi

What els n one say about Douglas Inge Johnstone, ex-
cept he’ ‘t good guys. In a day and time where the air of
politics ' bad taste in anyone’s mouth, Johnstone ex-
emplifie hat vary politician should be: a public servant.

A mah who has served as a judge for 14 years, and even
served ajtdrm state legislator, Douglas Johnstone is that rare
breed of man loves what he does, and does it with the right
motivations at fpeqrt. _

“| believe]] was eight when my mother read English biogra-
phies to ma, ingjud|ng Catherine Drinker Bowen's account of Henry
VIiI. Wheni| falind out that he had beheaded one of his wives, |
thought ho aiylullit was, and that if | ever held office, that would
never happien #gajn,” Johnstone recounts with a chuckle.

Johnston s born in Mobile on November 14, 1941, and
attended! plibligj schools through high school. College would take
him to Rice Ufiversity in Houston, and on to Tulane University
School of Law {n|New Orleans, where he received a law degree in

1966
}J g df law over the years included criminal and civil
litigation,|ab w I contract, corporate, probate, and real estate

legal wo cuit court judgeship, where he|succesj
In 1 stone locked for something new, and tock his  election in 1986, 1988, and 194.
first leapi to litjcs, winning a seat in the Alabama House of Working his way up thipugh t

Representativ he Capitol Press Corps even voted him “Out-  Johnstone won election in 1998
standing Frieshiman Representative” in 1975.

Johnstond|was appointed as an Alabama District Judge in
May 1984, landiwan election to that seat in November 1984, be- JOH
coming presidifig jlidge in Mobile.

By Augus{|1985, Johnstone found himself appointed to a cir-
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Left: Administrative Office of Courts’ Personnel Division poses for a photograph at the retirement party of fellow
employee Joe Matisak on August 31. From L to R: Lisa Dennison Prather, Cathy Burdeshaw, Linda Price, Matisak,
Gay Pitts, Amanda Rieves, and Personnel Director Barbara Kummel. Right: Matisak is greeted by UJS security

coordinator Art Baylor.

Library’s Trial Court Services at
courts’ disposal

By Mary Edge Horton
Alabama Court News

The Trial Court Services division is a
service of the Supreme Court and State Law
Library.

It was created in 1997 to provide re-
search assistance to trial court judges who
do not have a research support staff. As-
sistance is available in a variety of forms,
including research of a specific issue, aid
in trial and docket preparation, and assis-
tance in drafting written orders and in other
areas to help make caseload management
more efficient.

The objective of the program is to facili-
tate the research needs of trial court judges
who do not have law clerks or staff attor-
neys by providing those services usually
provided by those personnel. Selection of
participants in the program is made by the
State Law Librarian and the Senior Attor-
ney of Trial Court Services following the rec-
ommendation of the Administrative Direc-
tor of Courts.

The Library's Trial Court Services’ staff
consists of qualified attorneys who are ex-
perienced in many aspects of the legal pro-
fession, including both trial and appellate
work. They have access to a complete col-
lection of hardcopy legal research re-
sources, as well as Westlaw, Lexis, CD-
rom, and the World Wide Web. For more
information about this program, please con-
tact Ms. Lynne Thrower, Senior Attorney,
at the State Law Library at 1-800-236-4069
or 334-353-7249,
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Judge gets tough
on drugs

Make no mistake about it, one
Alabama judge takes his job and his
words seriously.

And so, Talladega Judge Julian
King, during a recent call of the
docket for criminal trials in his court-
room, ordered all defendants to sub-
mit to drug testing. All were out on
bond and awaiting trial.

Thirty-four of the 52 defendants
tested positive for drugs. King re-
voked their bonds, and put them in
jail.

“People who use drugs are not
only a danger to themselves,” King
said,” but a danger to the general,
law-abiding public.”
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By Judith M. Keegan
Director, Alabama Center for Dispute ties.
Resulution

Ithas been five years since the Supreme
Court of Alabama established the Alabama
Supreme Court Commission on Dispute
Resolution by court order June 30, 1994.
At that time, the Court requested that the
Commission develop and oversee a center
which would act as the central office for the
state regarding alternative dispute resolu-
tion (ADR), and take the lead in develop-
ing, among other important items, media-
tor ethics and standards, and a roster of
trained mediators.

Commission members, appointed from [
various organizations as stipulated in the 30 courges a ydh
order, have met every other month since  bitrators|is currg
1994 to work on the development of ADR
in Alabama. In August of that same year,
Alabama became the 18th state to have a
state office of dispute resolution.

From the very beginning, there was a
commitment to be broad based, and the
Commission and the Center have awarded
grants and technical support for community/
neighborhood mediation, school conflict
resolution and peer mediation, court pro-
grams, and alternatives for administrative
agencies. Original programs are now be-

= ——r—tr—u— R

CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE ADR COMMISSION

Office-

o

Sharon G. Yatd J. Noah Funderburg Charles Y. Boyd
-Court of Clvil App pals, Chair-  Anne Isbell -Alabama Trial Lawyers-
Thomas McPherson Jr.
Ted Hos -At-Large- Robert C. Ward Jr.
-Governor'y Legal Dffice -Alabama Lawyers-
“ Philip Dale Segrest
Justice Harpld e P. Wayne Thorn Steven A. Benefield
-Alabamg uprgme Court- -Circuit Court- William D. Coleman
I Marshall Timberlake
John H. Alsbrogits hf- James R. Seale -Alabama State Bar-
Aubrey Ford Jg | -Alabama Defense Lawyers- ,
-District Goprt- J| ‘
| Justice C.C. “Bo” Torbert 1
John J. Park Ji -Speaker of the House- {

-Attorney |Gen




Lowndes County institutes new parenting program

By Ben Newbern
Managing Editor

Lowndes County District Judge Terri
Bozeman has taken steps to ensure addi-
tional welfare to children born of unwed
parents. Lowndes County's Both Parents
Program features a variety of steps de-
signed to educate parents on having regu-
lar contact with their children, and provid-
ing suitable living arrangements.

The Both Parents Program, based on
a Colorado model, shares information with
parents in its first meeting about specific
cases and stresses the importance of
shared responsibility. Parents learn about
children’'s needs as they grow up, and pa-
rental roles in fostering a healthy, functional

ENGLAND,
continued from page

in August by Governor Don Siegelman, replacing Mark Kennedy,
who retired in the spring. England’s seat will be up for election in

2000.

[t had been a guessing game, as Siegelman waited several
months before naming Kennedy's successor.

In England’s Investiture Ceremony, Siegelman said England
had always been his first choice, based solely on experience.

Former Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice and U. S. Sena-

tor Howell Heflin swore in the new justice.

Joseph A. Colquitt, retired Tuscaloosa County circuit judge,
and State Senator Vivian Davis Figures, D-Mobile, also delivered

remarks at England’s Investiture.

Upon naming England as Alabama’s newest justice, Siegelman
said he believed that England will be rewarded with a new term
when the seat comes up for election in 2000.

“Judge England is rich in wisdom, understanding, confidence,
and tranguility,” Siegelman said. “These are all qualities necessary

to render judgments that are fair and just.”

England was born in Uniontown, Alabama and attended pub-
lic schools in Birmingham. He graduated from the University of Ala-
bama School of Law in 1974, and began practicing law in
Tuscaloosa. England was elected to the Tuscaloosa City Council
in 1985 and would serve two terms. In 1993, he accepted an ap-
pointment to the Tuscaloosa County Circuit Court bench and was

elected to a full term in November 1994.

England has remained civically active,
as a member of the University of Alabama Board of Trustees.

child.

Parents develop a written plan of
shared responsibilities in the second
meeting of the Both Parents Program.
The plan becomes part of the court
record.

The Parenting Plan Agreement
puts stipulations on child visitation, and
seeks compromise between the parents
of the child on a wide range of issues
including education, welfare, religion,
and financial support.

Parents who fail to reach mutual
agreement are required to attend media-
tion meetings with a court-appointed attor-
ney or certified mediator in order to resolve
differences. These meetings, if needed, are
provided at no cost, but are mandatory be-

and currently serves

fore a hearing can be set.

For more information on Lowndes
County's Both Parents Program, contact
District Judge Terri L. Bozeman at (334)
548-2591.
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heiflourt Referral Program an-
nual in-servicéiwas held on October 27-29,
1999, at the Glilf $tate Park Resort in Gulf
Shores, AJlabama.  The conference, ap-
proved for @ méiimum of 15 continuing edu-
cation credits w he National Association
of Alcohol|sm{l& Drug Abuse Counselors
(NAADA an |ttle Alabama Alcohol and
Drug Abuge Assqciation (AADA) was at-
tended by drug He abilitation professionals,
Court Referral| Officers (CROs), program
directors, alcﬁo and substance abuse
education| anfl |treatment providers and
counselgrsg, ar o other professionals work-
ing to comba h lalcochol and substance
abuse. Approgimately two hundred partici-
pants atle n‘ he three day conference.
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Referral Program holds ann

Several speakers presented a
variety of topics, including motivational
speaker Willie Jolley, author of “It Oniy
Takes A Minute To Change Your Life,” who
opened the conference with a presenta-
tion on “transformation motivation.” Hon-
orable Terri Bozeman, District Judge,
Lowndes County, spoke on the importance
of the court referral program in regard to
juveniles. Additionally, circuit clerk Mary
C. Moore advised on case flow manage-
ment at the municipal, district and circuit
levels. Other presentations included a dis-
cussion of the legalities of Sexual Harass-
ment, advice on Ethics and Professional-
ism, information regarding CROs and the
Drug Court Movement, as well as an up-
date on Crime Bill Substance Abuse Pro-
grams.

One of the highlights of the con-
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! division Director Lynda Flynt speaks with Associate Justice
dox, who celebrated his 30 years on the Supreme Court with a
his honor at the Alabama Judicial Building.
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December 1999
Dates to
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
Remember I
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 i4 15 16 17 18
from Alabama
Judicial College 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Court Reporters
Mid-Winter Conference

January 11-13
Marriott - Birmingham, AL

Municipal Orientation 2000-1A
January 28
judicial Building -
Montgomery, AL

Circuit & District Clerks

Judicial Assistants
Mid-Winter Conference
February 10-11
Marriott - Birmingham, AL

Circuit & District Judges
Mid-Winter Conference
January 12-14
Marriot - Birmingham, AL

Mid-Winter Conference
February 2-4
Marriot - Birmingham, AL

Municipal Orientation 2000-I1TA
February 11
Judicial Building -
Montgomery, AL

JOHNSTONIE,
continued from page 2

Justice to the Supreme Court.

When asked what he missed most about working for the trial
courts, Johnstone said, "l am so happy here, that I've never thought
about what I miss as a trial judge, other than perhaps the interac-
tion with the lawyers , the give-and-take.”

In reflecting about the campaign, Johnstone spoke of just
how free from mudslinging it was.

“My opponent and | did run positive campaigns. There was
no gentleman’s agreement, we both just chose to do it. | think |
ultimately prevailed because | had 14 years of judicial experience,
and it was selling that experience that gave me the edge,”
Johnstone said.

“In my observations over 30 years, mudslinging rarely wins,”"
he said.

With the formation of a second Judicial Campaign Oversight

Committee, keeping judicial races clean is on many minds in the
judicial system. Johnstone said clean campaigns are what the Ala-
bama people want.

“In Alabama, people don't like negative campaigning. Most
media consultants urge negative campaigns, but they make two
mistakes. One, they don't correctly assess the mood of the public.
In some parts of the country, it may be attractive and persuasive to
the public, but not in Alabama. Two, where both sides use mud-
slinging, [consultants] think one wins, neither does, actually.”

Johnstone felt that there was a “friend” factor in campaign-
ing, that voters voted for those they could identify more with, be
friends with, and even have a meal with.

“In judicial campaigns, the issues are subtle, and the general
public is not always well-acquainted with the candidates, he said.”

Johnstone said judicial candidates must appear as though
they could fit in with voters’ families.

“So many ads that are filled with ridicule will not cause the

JOHNSTONE,
continued on page 8
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i JOHNSTONE,
continued from page 7

say, |lON, that's someone I'd like to fish or hunt with, or
somebody I'd [Ike to get to know,™ Johnstone said.

adgfor|Buick present a product that is so luxurious and
pleasant t rigel in, that people affirmatively want it. That's what
political ads shauld do. Candidates should say, ‘Who is going to
like me for thig| ad?"™”

On highef) aspirations, you would wonder if being an Associ-

stone to being|Chef Justice. Johnstone has, after all, worked his
public|service ladder this far.

thdnk the people of Alabama,” he says, “by doing the
job they |electé#d me to do. | am enjoying being a part of the Su-
rt bmily,’ and | am comfortable here.”

as gé Johnstone, who's built two experimental air-
tifigel by the Federal Aviation Administration, can be
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