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ALABAMAõS UNIFIED 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM 

 The Judicial Article Implementation Act of 1975 (Act No. 1975-1205) revised the Alabama Court Sys-
tem and prescribed the pattern for its operation.  The major changes included: 
 

¶ Over four hundred trial courts were reorganized into a unified system; 
¶ Judges were required to be attorneys, with the exception of probate judges; 
¶ Uniform jurisdictions were established for all trial courts; 
¶ Judges were prohibited from re-election or appointment after the age of seventy; 
¶ Authority was granted to the Supreme Court of Alabama to adopt rules pertaining to the administra-
tion of courts as well as governing practice and procedure; 

¶ Provisions for the adoption of the Canons of Judicial Ethics; 
¶ Provisions  for the flexible assignment of judges; 
¶ A central judicial administration system was built into the Alabama Constitution; 
¶ Provisions for a Judicial Compensation Commission; and 
¶ The creation of the Judicial Inquiry Commission and the Court of the Judiciary. 

 
 Amendment 328 of the Alabama Constitution of 1901 further provided for the exclusive judicial power 
of the State to be vested in a Unified Judicial System, to become effective January 17, 1977.  Today, the Su-
preme Court of Alabama, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the Court of Civil Appeals, and the Administrative 
Office of Courts all operate within a single location in Montgomery, Alabama. 

 The Alabama Constitution, in addition to 
providing for the appellate courts of the State, pro-
vides for a trial court of general jurisdiction, known 
as the circuit court; a trial court for limited jurisdic-
tion known as the district court; a probate court; and 
such municipal courts as may be provided by law. 

 The State of Alabama is divided into 41 judicial 
circuits, numbered and composed of counties in the 
same region.  Jury trials within the State of Ala-
bama occur at the circuit court level.   

 There is an office of the circuit clerk in each of 
the sixty-seven counties and one in the Bessemer 
Division of Jefferson County.  The duties of the cir-
cuit clerk include the filing, processing, and mainte-
nance of all court records.   

 Sessions of the district court are required to be 
held in each county seat.  Although the district 
court is considered to be a ñcourt of record,ò tran-
scripts or reports of the court proceedings are not 
required by law.  All cases are tried without a jury. 

 Any given municipality of the State of Ala-
bama, if it elects to do so, holds its own court pro-
ceedings according to the limitations provided by 
law.  If the municipal court is abolished by that 
governing body, jurisdiction is transferred to the 
appropriate district court. 

 The probate courts in each county of the State 
have original and general jurisdictions over very 
specific matters delineated by statute. While consti-
tutionally a part of the Alabama Judicial System, 
the probate courts are not included in the systemôs 
budget and are administered locally by the respec-
tive probate judge.  Funding is generated through 
the county governments or through fees generated 
in probate court. 
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S E  C   A 
Nine justices sit in panels of five or en banc 

¶ HIGHEST STATE COURT 

¶ APPELLATE JURISDICTION:  All appeals exceeding $50,000, appeals 
from the Alabama Public Service Commission, and petitions of certiorari 
from the Courts of Civil and Criminal Appeals. 

C   C  A 
Five judges sit en banc 

APPELLATE JURISDICTION:  Civil appeals not 
exceeding $50,000, workersô compensation, domes-
tic relations, and certain civil appeals deflected from 
the Alabama Supreme Court, along with all appeals 
from administrative agencies (excluding the Public 
Service Commission). 

C   C  A 
Five judges sit en banc 

APPELLATE JURISDICTION:  All criminal ap-
peals, post conviction writs, and remedial writs 
from Criminal Trial Courts. 

C  C  (T  C )  (41 C ) 
144 judges 

GENERAL JURISDICTION:  All felonies, exclusive jurisdiction in civil ac-
tions exceeding $20,000, domestic relations cases, concurrent jurisdiction 
with district court juvenile cases, and concurrent jurisdiction with district 
court in civil matters between $6,000 and $20,000. 

P  C  (68 C ) 
68 judges 

**LIMITED JURISDICTION:  Wills, administra-
tion of estates, guardianship of minors and incom-
petents, partition of lands and name changes. 

M  C  (278 C ) 
297 judges 

**LIMITED JURISDICTION:  Violations of mu-
nicipal ordinances where Municipal Court is main-
tained; otherwise these are tried in District Court. 

D   (67 D ) 
106 judges 

**LIMITED JURISDICTION:  Misdemeanors and Small Claims, concurrent 
jurisdiction with Circuit Court in juvenile and civil matters between $6,000 
and $20,000.  Exclusive jurisdiction in civil matters not exceeding $6,000. 

* T   
A  
O   C 

*   Under the administrative authority of the Chief Justice. 
**   Appeals from courts of limited jurisdiction go to Circuit Court for trial de novo (a new trial). 

 

 
                                                                    ALABAMAõS UNIFIED JUDICIAL SYSTEM  
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THE APPELLATE PROCESS 
IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA  

Notice of Appeal is filed. 

Record on Appeal is prepared and filed. 

Briefs for both parties are filed. 

Supreme Court 

Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in civil cases where 
the amount in controversy exceeds $50,000, may 
review intermediate appellate court decisions on a 
writ of certiorari**, and reviews appeals from the 
Public Service Commission. 
 
 

Court of Criminal Appeals 

All criminal appeals including felony 
cases, convictions involving misde-
meanors, and violations of municipal 
ordinances. 
 
 
 

Court of Civil Appeals 

Civil matters not exceeding $50,000, 
workersô compensation, domestic rela-
tions cases, certain civil cases trans-
ferred from the Supreme Court, and all 
appeals from administrative agencies 
(other than the Public Service Com-

mission). 

Oral arguments may be held at the request of either party or at the direction of the appellate court. 

A decision will be rendered by the appellate court, with or without a written opinion. 

A rehearing may be requested within fourteen days of the rendering of the decision. 

The Supreme Court will review the merits of the 
petition for the writ of certiorari. 

If denied, the state appeals process 
ends.* 

If granted, oral arguments may be held. 

A decision will be rendered. 

A rehearing may be requested. 

The state appeals process ends.* 

The state appeal process ends.* 
A petition for a writ of certiorari may 
be filed with the Supreme Court. 

A petition for a writ of certiorari may 
be filed with the Supreme Court. 

* Cases involving federal issues or Constitutional questions may 
be taken to the federal courts. 
 
** Petitions for writs of certiorari in all capital cases are auto-
matically filed and granted by the Supreme Court. 
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THE SUPREME COURT  
OF ALABAMA 

T he Supreme Court of Alabama, Alabamaôs 
court of last resort, is composed of a Chief 

Justice and eight Associate Justices. All members 
of the Court are elected in statewide elections to six
-year terms. The Supreme Court has general super-
visory authority over all courts in the State and 
power to review any judgment of these courts. In 
addition, the Supreme Court has the authority to 
make administrative rules and regulations to ensure 
the efficient and speedy administration of justice 
and to make and promulgate rules governing prac-
tice and procedure in all courts in the State.  

 To facilitate the decision-making process, 
the Supreme Court has traditionally been divided 
into two divisions with a panel of four associate 
justices each. The Chief Justice sits on both divi-
sions. If the five members of a division disagree on 
the disposition of a particular case, the case must 
be submitted to the entire Court for resolution. The 
Courtôs internal rules require consideration by the 
full Court of petitions for certiorari review in capi-
tal cases in which the death penalty is imposed, 
cases declaring a statute unconstitutional, advisory 
opinions to the Governor or the Legislature, utility 

rate cases, cases overruling a previous decision of 
the Supreme Court, and petitions for certiorari re-
view in instances where the Supreme Court is re-
versing a judgment of the Court of Criminal Ap-
peals or the Court of Civil Appeals.  

 The Supreme Court disposed of a total of 
846 cases during fiscal year 2023. Of that total, 380 

of the cases were direct appeals, 293 were petitions 
for writ of certiorari, and 170 were petitions for 
writ of mandamus.  The remaining cases disposed 
by the Court were certified questions pursuant to 

Rule 18, Ala. R. App. P., and petitions for permis-
sion to appeal filed pursuant to Rule 5, Ala. R. 
App. P.  Pursuant to Ä12-2-7(6), Code of Alabama 

1975, the Supreme Court transferred (ñdeflectedò) 
12 appeals to the Court of Civil Appeals. In addi-

tion to the case dispositions listed above, the Su-
preme Court Justices review Alabama State Bar 
disciplinary matters, consider various administra-
tive matters, oversee the Supreme Courtôs Standing 

Committees on the Rules of Court, and manage 
additional responsibilities beyond their caseloads.  
 

Seated, from left to right: Justice Tommy Bryan, Justice Greg Shaw, Chief Justice Tom Parker, Justice Kelli Wise and Justice William Sellers.  
 Standing, from left to right: Justice Jay Mitchell, Justice Brady Mendheim, Jr.,  Justice Sarah Stewart, and Justice Greg Cook. 



 

ANNUAL  REPORT                                      5 

     T  A  A  M   

 The Alabama Appellate Mediation Program was 
created to provide parties an alternative method of 
resolving their disputes early in the appellate process, 
thereby saving the parties time, expense, and uncertainty.  

 The creation of the program began in July of 
2003, when the Supreme Court of Alabama adopted Rule 
55, of the Alabama Rules of Appellate Procedure 
(ARAP).  Rule 55, ARAP, provides that any direct appeal, 
within the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Alabama 
or the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals, which is civil in 
counsel, is eligible for appellate mediation.   

 In November of 2003, the Supreme Court of 
Alabama adopted the Alabama Rules of Appellate 
Mediation. The program began referring appeals to 
mediation in January of 2004.  

 After an initial screening phase, a case may be 
referred (ordered) to mediation. If referred, mediation is 
mandatory, but settlement is not. The program provides 
the parties an opportunity to discuss alternatives to the 

judgment entered by the trial court and possible ruling by 
the appellate t. Parties and their attorneys work 
throughout this process with the assistance of a trained 
mediator of their choosing. 

 Please find below the statistical information for 
the program during the period October 1, 2022, through 
September 30, 2023. During this time, 110 cases complet-
ed appellate mediation. Of those, 55 reached full settle-
ment, for a 50% settlement rate for the program during the 
term year. Of the settled cases, 36 were appeals filed with 
the Supreme Court (SC), for a 55% settlement rate among 
the SC cases to complete mediation. 19 of the 55 settle-
ments were cases from the Court of Civil Appeals (CCA), 
for a 43% settlement rate of CCA cases during this time 
period.  

 Since the programôs inception in January of 2004, 
the number of cases referred to Appellate Mediation from 
both the Supreme Court and the Court of Civil Appeals 
have averaged an annual settlement rate of 50%. 
     

ALABAMA APPELLATE MEDIATION STATISTICS FOR  
FISCAL YEAR 2023  

 
Supreme Court of 
Alabama 

Alabama Court of 
Civil Appeals 

Total Number of Appeals Screened for Mediation 124 92 

Active Cases Still in the Screening Phase as of 9/30/23 5 4 

Cases Reinstated to Appellate Docket after Screening 
(Not Referred) 

62 30 

Active Referred Cases as of September 30, 2023 18 20 

Taken Out of Process (TOP)* 5 12 

Total Number of Appeals Referred to Mediation 
(Active and Completed) 

84 64 

Total Number of Completed Mediations During this 
Time Period 

66 44 

Full Settlement 36 (55%) 19 (43%) 

Partial Settlement 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Impasse 30 (45%) 25 (57%) 

* TOP/Taken Out of Process ð These are appeals that have been removed from the mediation docket due to extraneous circum-
stances (i.e., withdrawal of counsel, bankruptcy, etc.) 

THE SUPREME COURT  
OF ALABAMA 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                            
 Chief Justice Tom Parker was first elect-
ed to the Alabama Supreme Court in 2004 and was 
reelected in 2010 and in 2016. He was elected 
Chief Justice in 2018. 

          Chief Justice Parker previously served as the 
Deputy Administrative Director of Courts, where 
he served as General Counsel for the Alabama 
court system, advising trial court judges, and as the 
Director of the Alabama Judicial College, provid-
ing training for new judges and continuing legal 
education for all trial judges in Alabama. In that 
capacity, he also served as the Legal Adviser to the 
Chief Justice. 

          Chief Justice Parker graduated cum laude 
from Dartmouth College, in Hanover, New Hamp-
shire, and received his Juris Doctorate from Van-
derbilt University School of Law, in Nashville, 
Tennessee. He won a Rotary International Fellow-
ship to study law at the University of S«o Paulo 
School of Law, in S«o Paulo, Brazil, where he was 
the first foreign student in Brazil's most prestigious 
law school. 

          Chief Justice Parker served in the Alabama 
Attorney General's Office under then Alabama At-
torneys General Jeff Sessions and Bill Pryor. As an 
Assistant Attorney General, he handled death-
penalty cases, criminal appeals, and constitutional 
litigation. Previously, he was a partner in Parker & 
Kotouc, P.C., a Montgomery law firm that handled 
many high-profile constitutional cases. 

          Chief Justice Parker was founding Executive 
Director of the Alabama Family Alliance (now the 
Alabama Policy Institute), a state organization as-
sociated with Dr. James Dobson and Focus on the 
Family. 

          Chief Justice Parker is a Montgomery native-
-the son of the late Tommy Parker and Gloria Par-
ker Pennington, and the stepson of the late Harry L. 
Pennington of Huntsville. He was elected student-
body president at Montgomery's Sidney Lanier 
High School and Speaker of the House of both the 
YMCA Youth Legislature and Boys' State. 

          Chief Justice Parker and his wife, the former 
Dottie James of Auburn, have been married for 40 
years. Dottie served as Supervisor of the Alabama 
Governor's Mansion during the administration of 
Alabama Governor Fob James. They are members 
of Frazer Memorial United Methodist Church. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 

 Associate Justice James Gregory 
"Greg" Shaw was born in 1957 and raised in 
Birmingham, where he graduated from Banks 
High School. Justice Shaw graduated from Au-
burn University in 1979, receiving a B.S. degree 
with a major in Chemistry. He is married to S. 
Samantha "Sam" Shaw. Justice Shaw met Sam 
while at Auburn, and they married in August 
1980, just before Justice Shaw's second year of 
law school. Sam was elected Alabama's State Au-
ditor in 2006 and reelected in 2010. 
 
 In 1982, Justice Shaw graduated in the top 
10% of his class from Samford University's Cum-
berland School of Law. While at Cumberland, he 
received the American Jurisprudence Award for 
excellence in the study of evidence under Profes-
sor Charles Gamble, the author of the preeminent 
evidence treatise in Alabama. 
 
 After his admission to the Alabama State 
Bar in 1982, Justice Shaw worked with a small 
law firm in St. Clair County. He later started his 
own general law practice in Birmingham. In the 
fall of 1984, Justice Shaw joined the staff of Su-

preme Court Associate Justice Janie L. Shores 
and moved to Montgomery. After serving as Jus-
tice Shores' staff attorney for one year, he joined 
the staff of Supreme Court Associate Justice 
James Gorman Houston, Jr., in the fall of 1985, 
where he served as Justice Houston's senior staff 
attorney for over 15 years. Justice Shaw was 
elected to the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals 
in 2000 and was reelected to the Court in 2006. 
On March 16, 2007, Justice Shaw was appointed 
Chief Judge of the Alabama Court of the Judici-
ary. Justice Shaw served on both the Alabama 
Court of Criminal Appeals and the Alabama 
Court of the Judiciary until January 20, 2009, 
when, after being elected in 2008, he assumed the 
office of Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Alabama. He was reelected to the Supreme 
Court in 2014 and 2020. 
 
 Justice Shaw completed the Master of 
Laws Program at the University of Virginia 
School of Law in 2004, receiving the degree of 
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in the Judicial Process. 
He graduated with 30 other state and federal judg-
es selected nationwide and he is one of only 3 
judges from Alabama to participate in the pro-
gram. Justice Shaw is an Honorary Master of the 
Bench of the Hugh Maddox Inn of Court in Mont-
gomery and has served on the Alabama State 
Bar's Committee on Archives and History. Justice 
Shaw also serves on the Judicial Conference for 
the State of Alabama and as a member of The Su-
preme Court of Alabama Commission on Adult 
Guardianships and Conservatorships. 
 
 Justice and Mrs. Shaw have two sons. 
Gregory graduated from the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point in 2007 with a de-
gree in mechanical engineering and received his 
MBA from Georgia Tech. Christopher, "CJ," 
graduated in May 2009 from Georgia Tech with 
an honors degree in mechanical engineering. He 
is married to Dr. Nicole Shaw. 
 
 Justice Shaw has been recognized by The 
Young Harris College and University of Georgia 
Beekeeping Institute as a Master Beekeeper. Jus-
tice and Mrs. Shaw are members of Auburn Unit-
ed Methodist Church. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Associate Justice A. Kelli Wise, a fifth gen-
eration Alabamian raised near her familyôs small 
rural farm, attended public schools in Dale County 
and Autauga County. She is the daughter of the late 
Colonel Bobby W. Wise of Kinston and the late 
Mrs. Betty Mathis Wise of Samson and the niece of 
late Geneva County Probate Judge Harold B. Wise. 
Justice Wise received her undergraduate degree 
from Auburn University and a Juris Doctorate from 
Faulkner University's Jones School of Law. She 
holds an MPA from Auburn University at Mont-
gomery, which presented her with the University's 
Outstanding Alumni Award and named her among 
the Universityôs Top 40 graduates in 40 years. In 
addition, she was awarded an honorary Doctorate 
from Judson College. 
 
          Justice Wise was first elected to the Alabama 
Court of Criminal Appeals in 2000, becoming the 
youngest woman elected to serve on an Alabama 
Appellate Court. She was re-elected in 2006 and 
was later selected to serve as Presiding Judge of the 
Court of Criminal Appeals where she authored nu-
merous opinions aimed at strengthening Alabama's 
criminal laws and protecting Alabama citizens 
from violent offenders. Justice Wise was elected to 
the Supreme Court of Alabama in 2010 and was re-

elected in 2016 and 2022. She heads the Courtôs 
Wise Division. Throughout her tenure on the bench 
Justice Wise has worked to defend the Constitu-
tion, safeguard our liberty, and provide fair and im-
partial justice for those who come before Ala-
bamaôs highest court. 
 
          As an active volunteer in her community, 
Justice Wise serves in numerous legal, profession-
al, and social organizations. She is a graduate of 
Leadership Alabama, Chair of the Alabama Court 
Improvement Project Multidisciplinary Task Force, 
a member of the Alabama Judicial Conference, an 
Alabama Law Foundation Fellow, a member of the 
Alabama State Bar Association, a Montgomery 
Museum of Fine Arts Trustee, a member of the 
American Council of Young Political Leaders, a 
member of the Max Credit Union Board of Direc-
tors, and a founding member of the Lillie Lee 
Minier Society. Justice Wise also serves on The 
Council of State Government, Civic Health Task 
Force, CSG Veterans Committee and has previous-
ly served as President of the Junior League of 
Montgomery, as well as on the board of directors 
for The Family Sunshine Center and Hands On 
River Region. 
 
          Justice Wise and her husband, former Mont-
gomery County District Court Judge Arthur Ray, 
are the proud parents of Hanah-Mathis, a recent 
graduate of The University of Alabama. They are 
members of St. James United Methodist Church, 
where Justice Wise has taught Childrenôs Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School, and Small Group 
Bible Study and has served on the Parish-Staff Re-
lations Board. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

          Associate Justice Tommy Elias Bryan was 
raised on a family farm in Crenshaw County, Ala-
bama, where his parents taught him the values of 
faith, family, and hard work. He is the son of the 
late Margie Spivey Bryan and the late Elias Daniel 
Bryan. 
 
          A 1974 graduate of Brantley High School, 
Justice Bryan continued his education at Troy 
State University, where he received Bachelor of 
Science and Master of Science degrees in educa-
tion. In 1983, he graduated from the Thomas 
Goode Jones School of Law. After graduating 
from law school, Justice Bryan served as a staff 
attorney for the Alabama Court of Criminal Ap-
peals. 
 
          In 1987, Justice Bryan became an assistant 
attorney general for the State of Alabama, serving 
as an associate general counsel for Alabama's envi-
ronmental department. In that position he gained 
valuable experience in defending and interpreting 
highly technical and scientific regulations and 
standards, as well as drafting administrative orders  
 

and reviewing legislation pertaining to environ-
mental issues. 
 
          In 2004, Justice Bryan ran for a seat on the 
Alabama Court of Civil Appeals and, after win-
ning every county in the state during the Republi-
can primary election, he went on to win the gen-
eral election after challenging an incumbent judge. 
He was sworn into office as a Judge on the Court 
of Civil Appeals in January 2005. He was reelect-
ed in November 2010. In 2012, during his tenure 
on the Court of Civil Appeals, Justice Bryan was 
named "Judge of the Year" by the Family Law 
Section of the Alabama State Bar. Also in 2012, 
Justice Bryan was elected to the Alabama Supreme 
Court and was sworn into office as an Associate 
Justice in January 2013. He was reelected to the 
Alabama Supreme Court in 2018 without opposi-
tion. 
 
          Justice Bryan is a member of the Alabama 
Bar Association, where he served as a member of 
the Environmental Law and Appellate Practice 
Sections and he served as vice chairman of the 
Quality of Life Committee. Justice Bryan previ-
ously served on the Supreme Court of Alabama's 
standing committees for the Alabama Rules of Ap-
pellate Procedure and the Alabama Rules of Judi-
cial Administration. He also served as a member of 
the Supreme Court of Alabama's Dispute Resolu-
tion Commission. He is also a member of the 
Montgomery County Bar Association. He has been 
admitted to practice before the United States Su-
preme Court, the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Eleventh Circuit, and the District of Colum-
bia. 
 
          Justice Bryan is married to the former Pame-
la Mizzell from Tuscaloosa, and they have two 
children, a daughter, Thomason, and a son, Tuck-
er. The Bryan family lives in Montgomery, where 
they attend Montgomery's First Baptist Church. 
Justice Bryan is a Deacon there and is a member of 
the sanctuary choir. He also teaches an adult Sun-
day School class. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 

          Associate Justice William B. Sellers was 
appointed by Governor Kay Ivey in May 2017 to 
fill a vacancy on the Supreme Court of Alabama. 
Justice Sellers received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Hillsdale College in 1985, a Juris Doctorate 
from the University of Alabama in 1988, and a 
Masters of Laws in Taxation from New York Uni-
versity in 1989. Justice Sellers practiced law in 
Montgomery for 28 years. He maintained a general 
business practice with emphasis on taxation, busi-
ness organizations and finance. A major part of 
Justice Sellers's practice involved tax litigation. 
 
          Justice Sellers is a member of numerous civ-
ic organizations and professional associations. In 
2012, he received the President's Award for ser-
vice to the Alabama Bar Association. In 2013, 
Governor Robert Bentley appointed Justice Sellers 
to the Alabama State Council on the Arts. In Au-
gust 2014, Justice Sellers was elected chairman of 
the Fair Ballot Commission. He is past president 
of the Rotary Club of Montgomery, past chairman 
of the Montgomery Area Business Committee for 
the Arts, chairman of the River Region United 

Way Campaign in 2008, and past chairman of the 
YMCA of Greater Montgomery. Justice Sellers 
was a member of the Electoral College in 2004, 
2008, 2012, and 2016. 
 
          Justice Sellers is admitted to practice before 
the United States Supreme Court, the Supreme 
Court of Alabama, the District of Columbia Court 
of Appeals, the United States District Courts for 
the Middle and Northern Districts of Alabama, the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh 
Circuit, and the United States Tax Court. He is a 
member of the Alabama State Bar, the Montgom-
ery County Bar Association, and the District of 
Columbia Bar. Since 2014, he has served as the 
community liaison with the International Officers 
School at Maxwell Air Force Base. 
 
          Justice Sellers and his wife, Lee, have been 
married for 35 years. They are members of Trinity 
Presbyterian Church and have three adult children. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME  COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

          Associate Justice Brady E. (Brad) 
Mendheim, Jr., was appointed to the Alabama 
Supreme Court on January 22, 2018, by Governor 
Kay Ivey to fill a vacancy created by the retire-
ment of Associate Justice Glenn Murdock. Before 
his appointment, Justice Mendheim served as a 
circuit judge for the 20th Judicial Circuit (Henry 
and Houston Counties), a position he had held 
since 2009. From 2001 until 2009, Justice 
Mendheim served as a district judge in Houston 
County. From 2001 until his appointment as an 
Associate Justice, he was appointed specially by 
various Chief Justices to preside over more than 
250 cases in more than 40 Alabama counties. 

          As a district and circuit judge, Justice 
Mendheim was a long-time faculty member of the 
Alabama Judicial College and an active member 
of the Circuit Judges Education Committee. Jus-
tice Mendheim has served on the Supreme Court's 
Advisory Committee on the Rules of Civil Proce-
dure, the Statewide Committee on Drug Courts, 
the Chief Justice's Judicial Reallocation Task 
Force, and the Weighted Caseload Committee. 

          Before becoming a judge in 2001, Justice 
Mendheim was an assistant district attorney for 
the 20th Judicial Circuit for almost seven years. 

During that time he served on the board of direc-
tors of the Southeast Alabama Child Advocacy 
Center. Before becoming an assistant district attor-
ney, he worked with a general-practice law firm in 
Dothan with a focus on defense in civil litigation. 

          Justice Mendheim attended Dothan city 
schools, graduating from Northview High School. 
He graduated from Auburn University with high 
honors and from Samford University's Cumber-
land School of Law in 1993. In law school, he was 
a member of the law review American Journal of 
Trial Advocacy and also served as a legal-research 
and writing instructor to first-year law students. 

          Justice Mendheim's parents are the late 
Brady and Nancy Mendheim. Justice Mendheim 
and his wife, Michelle, who is from Piedmont, Al-
abama, have been married for more than 26 years, 
and they have 3 sons. Justice Mendheim and his 
family are longtime members of First Baptist 
Church of Dothan, where he serves as a Sunday 
school teacher, deacon, and church trustee. 
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THE SUPREME COURT  
OF ALABAMA JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 

OF ALABAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Associate Justice Sarah Hicks Stewart 
was elected in November 2018 to serve on the Ala-
bama Supreme Court. Prior to her election, Justice 
Stewart served for thirteen years as a Circuit Judge 
in Mobile, handling thousands of civil and criminal 
cases. As a Circuit Judge, Justice Stewart was ac-
tive in the leadership of the Circuit Judges Associa-
tion, serving as Education Chair for eight years, 
and was elected by her fellow judges as the first 
female president of the Circuit Judges Association. 
Justice Stewart served as the co-chair on the Ala-
bama State Barôs Professionalism in the Bench and 
Bar, on the Supreme Courtôs standing committee 
on the Alabama Rules of Evidence, and on many 
other Alabama State Bar and judicial committees. 

 Prior to her appointment to the Circuit 
Bench in 2006, Justice Stewart was in private prac-
tice for fourteen years, practicing first with Hand 
Arendall LLC, then Ezell & Sharbrough LLC, and 
finally with her brother, Charlie. As a lawyer, Jus-
tice Stewart was the first female president of the 
Mobile Young Lawyers and was active in the Mo-
bile Bar Association. 

 Justice Stewart earned her J.D. from Van-
derbilt Law School in 1992, where she received the 
American Jurisprudence Award for the highest 
grade in the classes of Torts II and Evidence and 
was vice president of the Law Student Association. 

 Justice Stewart earned a Bachelor of Arts 
and a Master of Arts in Communication at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas in 1985 and 1986. While in 
college, she was President of the Student Govern-
ment Association, a member of Kappa Alpha The-
ta, Mortar Board, Omicron Delta Kappa, and Order 
of Omega, among other scholastic and leadership 
achievements. 

 Justice Stewart is married to Craig Richard 
Stewart, originally of Selma. They have two chil-
dren, Mariah Suzanne Stewart, who, after graduat-
ing Phi Beta Kappa from Millsaps College, is in the 
process of obtaining a PhD in pharmacology from 
UNC Chapel Hill; and Charlene Rachel Stewart, 
who, after graduating as valedictorian from UMS 
High School in Mobile, is attending Hendrix Col-
lege as a Provost Scholar. Justice Stewart has been 
active in the Mobile community as a member of 
Leadership Mobile, Junior League of Mobile, 15 
Place Homeless Service Center Board, Girl Scouts 
of the Magic Empire Board, and Ashland Place 
Methodist Church 
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 Associate Justice James L. ñJayò Mitchell 
was elected to the Alabama Supreme Court in 2018. 

 Prior to serving on the Supreme Court, Jus-
tice Mitchell was an accomplished litigation attor-
ney with Maynard, Cooper & Gale, P.C. During his 
time in private practice, he tried a number of com-
plex cases to verdict, successfully handled appeals, 
and obtained favorable settlements for clients. He 
was rated as one of the top litigators in the United 
States and Alabama, and received the highest possi-
ble rating for professional ethics. He also served on 
Maynard, Cooper & Galeôs executive committee, 
helping to lead strategic and growth initiatives for 
the firm. 

 Justice Mitchell was born in Mobile and 
grew up in South Alabama and in Homewood. He is 
a graduate of Homewood High School and received 
his Bachelor of Arts with honors from Birmingham-
Southern College, where he graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa, served as president of the student body, and 
played forward on the schoolôs 1995 national cham-
pionship basketball team. He holds a Master of Arts 
from University College in Dublin, Ireland, and re-
ceived his law degree from the University of Vir-
ginia School of Law. 

 Justice Mitchell has long been active in or-
ganizations that benefit the community and enhance 
the legal profession. In addition to his service with 
other organizations, he is a member of the Rotary 
Club of Birmingham and serves on the board of di-
rectors at Cornerstone School, an inner city Chris-
tian school. He is also a member of the Federalist 
Society. 

 Justice Mitchell and his wife, Elizabeth, 
have been married for 23 years and have four chil-
dren. They reside in Homewood and are longtime 
members of Church of the Highlands. 
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          Associate Justice Gregory Carl Cook 
(ñGregò) was elected to the Supreme Court in 
2022. Justice Cook is the son of the late Gene and 
Dottie Cook and is from Florence, Alabama. From 
an early age, his parents instilled in him faith, the 
value of hard work, and the importance of public 
service. He discovered early his passion for the con-
servative, optimistic principles of President 
Reaganôs shining city on a hill. 

          Justice Cook attended Duke University on an 
Air Force ROTC scholarship, graduated in 1984 
magna cum laude, and was elected to Phi Beta Kap-
pa. He then served our country in the United States 
Air Force, reaching the rank of Captain. Justice 
Cook received his law degree from Harvard Law 
School in 1991, magna cum laude, where he served 
as an Executive Editor of the Federalist Socie-
tyôs Journal of Law and Public Policy. 

          After finishing law school, Justice Cook 
moved back to Alabama and practiced law at Balch 
& Bingham for over 31 years. He handled a wide 
variety of matters in over 40 of Alabamaôs 67 coun-
ties and in over 15 different states, including jury 
trials, bench trials, and arbitrations. A large part of 
his practice involved complex commercial litigation 

including a number of class actions. He is the author 
of the two-volume treatise Alabama Rules of Civil 
Procedure Annotated (5th Edition) and is the co-
author and editor of two books: Class Action Strate-
gy & Practice Guide (2018) and The Class Action 
Fairness Act: Law and Strategy (2013 and 2022). 
Before taking the bench, Justice Cook also served 
for many years on the Alabama Supreme Court 
Standing Committee on the Rules of Civil Proce-
dure. 

          Justice Cook has been active in the Alabama 
and Birmingham Bars, including: as a Fellow in the 
Alabama Law Foundation, as a Past Chair of the 
Business Torts and Antitrust Section and a Bar Ex-
aminer (subject-matter expert) (Alabama Bar); and 
as a Life Fellow, a member of the Grievance Com-
mittee, and a Past Chair of the Civil Courts Proce-
dure Committee (Birmingham Bar). In his private 
practice, he received numerous awards and rank-
ings, including from: Chambers USA, Best Lawyers 
(multiple areas), BTI Client Service All-Star, 
Benchmark (multiple areas), Super Lawyers, and 
Martindale-Hubbell. He is a long time member of 
the Federalist Society and the American Inns of 
Court, among other legal groups. 

          Justice Cook has been married to his wife 
Kimberly, a Vestavia Hills City Councilwoman, 
since 1988. They have three children: Geoffrey (a 
University of Alabama graduate and software devel-
oper in Sterling, Virginia), Mary Catherine (a law 
student at Harvard Law), and Will (a student at the 
University of Alabama). Justice Cook has been a 
faithful member of Dawson Memorial Baptist 
Church since 1991, where he was ordained as a 
Deacon and served as a youth Sunday School leader 
for over 20 years. 

          Justice Cook also gives back to his communi-
ty by volunteering his time. For many years, he has 
served as a Boy Scout leader, including as an officer 
and board member for the Greater Alabama Council 
and with his local troops. The Boy Scouts have rec-
ognized him with the Silver Beaver Award, the 
Good Shepherd Award, Order of the Arrow, and 
Wood Badge. Justice Cook has also spent countless 
hours volunteering in election administration and 
election disputes over many years. 
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          Margaret "Megan" Byrne Rhodebeck 
became the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Ala-
bama on August 1, 2022. Prior to her appoint-
ment as Clerk, Mrs. Rhodebeck served for four 
years on the Court of Civil Appeals (2009-
2013) and nearly ten years on the Supreme 
Court as Senior Staff Attorney to Associate Jus-
tice Tommy Bryan. Mrs. Rhodebeck was a key 
leader in the implementation of the appellate 
case management and e-filing system (C-Track) 
launched in early 2022. 
         
    Mrs. Rhodebeck is from Mobile, Ala-
bama, where she graduated from McGill-Toolen 
Catholic High School. She obtained her under-
graduate degree from Auburn University and 
her Juris Doctor from Regent University School 
of Law. Rhodebeck and her husband, Seth, re-
side in Montgomery and attend Gateway Baptist 
Church. 
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OCTOBER 1, 2022 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 

Case Type 
Cases 
Filed 

Cases 
Disposed 

Avg. Days 
to Disp. * 

Through-
put 

Pending 
at Start 

Pending 
at End 

Net 
Change 

Direct Appeal 417 380 187 91.13 217 254 37 

Alabama State Bar Appeal 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Certified Question 2 2 89 100.00 0 0 0 

Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the 
Court of Criminal Appeals 

193 192 66 99.48 43 44 1 

Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the 
Court of Criminal Appeals (DEATH 
PENALTY) 

5 5 224 100.00 4 4 0 

Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the 
Court of Civil Appeals  

85 96 96 112.94 30 19 -11 

Petition for Permission to Appeal 2 1 66 50.00 0 1 1 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus:   
Criminal 

53 54 60 101.89 10 9 -1 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus:  Civil 137 116 119 84.67 39 60 21 

REPORT TOTAL 895 846 101 94.53 343 392 49 

Cases Disposed by Deflection:    12  

DECISIONS IN DISPOSED CASES: 
# of Decisions WITHOUT OPINION:     725 
# of Decisions WITH OPINION:             111

REHEARINGS: 
# of Rehearings FILED:       55 
# of Rehearing RULINGS:   47 

*Average number of days between filing of a case and release of an initial decision. A certificate of judgment indicating the final 
disposition of certain types of cases is not issued until at least 18 days after the decision is released unless the time is shortened by 

order of the Court or a timely application for rehearing is filed. The number of days includes any time for preparation of an appellate 
record, for a trial court to take further action, for filing of briefs, and for other prerequisite actions. These events generally must occur 

before the assignment of a case to a Justice. The number of days also includes any time needed for the Court to vote on the disposi-
tion of a case and for circulation and review of the writings of the Justices. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF  
CRIMINAL APPEALS  

Seated, from left to right:  Judge J. Elizabeth Kellum, Presiding Judge Mary Becker Windom and Judge J. Chris McCool. 
Standing, from left to right:  Judge J. William Cole and Judge Richard J. Minor. 

T he Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals is a five-judge court having exclusive appellate 
jurisdiction of all criminal cases, including all post-
conviction writs arising therefrom.  The Court has 
authority to issue remedial writs necessary to give 
it general superintendence and control over all trial 
courts exercising jurisdiction in criminal proceed-
ings.  Judgments of the Court of Criminal Appeals 
are subject to discretionary review by the Supreme 
Court of Alabama. 

FILINGS 

 During the FY 2023 Term, the Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals had a total caseload of 1,723 cases, of 
which 967 were new filings.  The 967 new filings 
in the FY 2023 Term represent a 15.69% decrease 
in filings from the preceding term, and a 25.44% 
decrease in filings compared to the number of fil-
ings five years earlier.   

According to the most recent data maintained by 
the National Center for State Courts, the Alabama 
Court of Criminal Appeals ranks third among all 
intermediate courts of appeals and twelfth among 
all appellate courts in the nation as to the number 
of cases filed per judge, with an average of 193 fil-
ings per judge during the FY 2023 Term.  

DISPOSITIONS 

 In the FY 2023 Term, the Court of Criminal 
Appeals disposed of 992 cases ï 686 appeals and 
306 petitions.  The Court's throughput for the FY 
2023 Term was 102.6%, causing the Court to begin 
the FY 2024 Term with 25 less cases than were 
pending at the start of the FY 2023 Term.  (For de-
tailed dispositions analysis, refer to Table 3.)   
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DECISIONS 

      The Court of Criminals Appeals issued 559 de-
cisions in submitted cases during the FY 2023 
Term.  Of these decisions, trial court judgments 

were affirmed in 421 appeals; trial court judgments 
were reversed and the causes were remanded in 26 
appeals; trial court judgments were affirmed in part 

and reversed in part in 3 appeals; trial court judg-
ments were affirmed in part and the appeal dis-
missed in part in 2 appeals; trial court judgments 

were affirmed in part and remanded with instruc-
tions in 5 appeals; 41 appeals were dismissed; and 
60 appeals were remanded to the trial courts with 

instructions.  Additionally, one appeal submitted to 
the Court was transferred to the Supreme Court of 
Alabama.  Written opinions were released in 71 

appeals.  Memorandum decisions were released in 
401 appeals.  The Court issued 93 orders in submit-
ted cases.  Of those 93 orders, 37 orders were dis-

positive in nature, and 57 orders remanded the mat-
ter to the trial court with instructions.  Out of the 
306 original petitions that were disposed of in the 

FY 2023 Term, 6 petitions (1.96% of the total) 
were granted by the Court. 

TIME STANDARDS 

      Since 1989, the Alabama Court of Criminal 
Appeals has adhered to time-standard goals, aiming 

to issue rulings in 75% of all cases within 290 days 
from initiation and 95% within 365 days.  In the 
FY 2023 Term, 85% of all initial decisions by the 

Court of Criminal Appeals were released within the 
290 days, thus surpassing the 75% goal for the 290-
day period by 10%, and 94% were released within 

365 days.  In the FY 2023 Term, the average time 
from start to the initial decision in all cases in-
creased by 38 days, from 170 days in the FY 2022 

Term to 208 days in the FY 2023 Term.  The aver-
age time from start to the initial decision in submit-
ted cases increased by 42 days, from 253 days dur-

ing the FY 2022 Term to 295 days during the FY 
2023 Term. (For a comprehensive summary of the 
Court's time standards performance over the past 

five years, refer to Table 4.) 
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         Presiding Judge Mary B. Windom was elect-
ed to the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals in 
2008, became the Court's Presiding Judge in 2012, 
and was re-elected to the Court in 2014 and 2020. 
 
         Judge Windom was born in Mobile and was 
raised in Bay Minette in a family dedicated to pub-
lic service. Her late mother, Ina Becker, was the 
former Tax Assessor of Baldwin County. Her late 
father, Earl V. Becker, was a rural mail carrier for 
more than 40 years. Judge Windom attended public 
schools in Bay Minette, graduating from Baldwin 
County High School in 1977 in the top of her class. 
In 1982, she earned her bachelor's degree from the 
University of South Alabama. 
 
          Following her graduation, Judge Windom 
worked to help build the local economy, working 
for two Chambers of Commerce. She served as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Bay Minette Chamber of 
Commerce, then as Director of Membership for the 
Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce. 
 
          Ultimately, she decided to return to school to 
earn her law degree. She graduated magna cum 
laude from the Thomas Goode Jones School of 

Law at Faulkner University in Montgomery in 
1999. While in law school, she served on the Board 
of Editors of the Jones Law Review. 
 
          Judge Windom began her legal career in pri-
vate practice and later became an Assistant United 
States Attorney in the Southern District of Ala-
bama. Immediately prior to joining the Court of 
Criminal Appeals, she served as a Deputy Attorney 
General for the State of Alabama. 
 
          She is a member of the Mobile and Mont-
gomery Bar Associations. She is admitted to prac-
tice in the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Alabama, in the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, and in 
the Supreme Court of the United States. She pres-
ently serves on the Alabama Supreme Court Advi-
sory Committee on the Rules of Criminal Proce-
dure. She has also served on the Chief Justice's 
Commission on Professionalism and the Judicial 
Study Commission Sub-Committee on Indigent 
Defense. Additionally, Judge Windom has served 
as a Special Justice for the Alabama Supreme 
Court. 
 
          Judge Windom has served the communities 
in which she has lived by serving on the Board of 
Directors of Junior Achievement of Mobile, the 
National Board of Distinguished Young Women, 
the Board of Directors of the Montgomery Humane 
Society, and the Board of Directors of Alabama 
Children First. She is a current member of the Chil-
dren's Harbor Anchor Society. 
 
          She is married to Steve Windom, who served 
in the Alabama State Senate from 1989-98. He also 
served as Lieutenant Governor from 1999-2003. 
They have two sons, Robert and Thomas. Both are 
attorneys: Robert is legal counsel at Apple, Inc., in 
Los Angeles, and Thomas is an Assistant United 
States Attorney in Maryland. They have three 
granddaughters and one grandson. 
  
           The Windoms are members of the Church of 
Christ. 
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          Judge J. Elizabeth "Beth" Kellum grew 
up in the Tuscaloosa County town of Vance. She 
is the daughter of Peggy and Milton Kellum and 
has one brother, Brian Kellum. Growing up, Beth 
and her family were members of Vance Baptist 
Church. Beth is a product of Alabama's public-
school system, graduating from Brookwood High 
School in 1977. Beth was her high school's repre-
sentative to Alabama Girls State; she was also 
named a National Merit Scholar, receiving a four-
year scholarship which she used to attend the Uni-
versity of Alabama. 
 
          Judge Kellum received both her undergrad-
uate and law degrees from the University of Ala-
bama -- a B.A. cum laude in May 1981, and a J.D. 
in May 1984. As an undergraduate, she majored 
in political science and minored in history; she 
was a Dean's List student and was also elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa. As a result of her interest in gov-
ernment and public service, she worked as a con-
gressional intern in Washington, D.C. in 1978, 
interning for her Congressman, Walter Flowers -- 
then the representative from Alabama's Seventh 
District. In law school she was active in numerous 
activities, including the SBA Senate, Law Week, 
and Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternity; she also 
clerked part-time for a local circuit judge. She 
was awarded the American Jurisprudence prize 
for Securities Regulation in 1983, and the Ameri-
can Jurisprudence prize for Labor Law in 1984. 
 

          Although interested in many aspects of the 
law, Judge Kellum was particularly drawn to pub-
lic service. After completing a judicial clerkship, 
she was hired in 1985 by Attorney General 
Charles Graddick as an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral. She worked in the criminal appeals division 
where she primarily prosecuted appeals before the 
Court of Criminal Appeals and the Alabama Su-
preme Court; however, she also handled cases in 
the United States District Court for the Northern, 
Middle, and Southern Districts of Alabama and 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Elev-
enth Circuit. Her work as an Assistant Attorney 
General led to an offer to become a Staff Attorney 
for the Court of Criminal Appeals from 1987 until 
1990. 
 
          Judge Kellum then went into private prac-
tice with the Montgomery law firm of Robison & 
Belser, P.A., working on a wide variety of civil 
and criminal cases in state and federal courts that 
dealt with diverse and complex legal issues. 
While Judge Kellum enjoyed private practice and 
the challenging cases she worked on, she realized 
that she had never lost her desire for public ser-
vice -- a desire that led her back to the Court of 
Criminal Appeals in 1997 to work as a Senior 
Staff Attorney for the newly-elected Judge Jean 
Brown. She worked as a Senior Staff Attorney for 
the Alabama Supreme Court from 1999 until 
2001, before returning to the Court of Criminal 
Appeals as the Senior Staff Attorney for then 
newly-elected Judge Kelli Wise. After working 
with appellate judges on a day-to-day basis, she 
qualified as a candidate for the Court of Criminal 
Appeals and was elected to the Court in Novem-
ber 2008. 
 
          Judge Kellum is a member of the First Bap-
tist Church of Montgomery. She has served as a 
docent at the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, 
and is a member of a number of professional, civ-
ic, and political organizations -- including the 
Montgomery County Bar Association, Farrah 
Law Alumni Society, Alabama Bench and Bar 
Historical Society, League of Women Voters, 
Federalist Society, Landmarks Foundation of 
Montgomery, and various Republican organiza-
tions. Her hobbies include reading, bridge, travel-
ing, genealogy, and music. 
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          Judge Chris McCool, a lifelong resident of 
Pickens County, Alabama, grew up on the family 
farm near Gordo, Alabama, in the Zion Communi-
ty. He is the oldest son of Diane McCool and the 
late Harold McCool, also of the Zion Community. 
Judge McCool grew up on the farm that has been in 
his family for five generations, and which he now 
manages for his mother. 
 
          In 1985, Judge McCool graduated from Pick-
ens Academy as valedictorian. He earned a Bache-
lor of Arts degree summa cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Alabama in 1990, with a double major in 
History and Classics (With a Concentration in 
Greek). In 1990, he received the Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan Award for outstanding senior man at the 
University of Alabama. He also served in the Stu-
dent Government Association as a member of the 
Student Senate, and as Chief Justice of the Student 
Court during his undergraduate tenure. 
 
          Judge McCool graduated from the University 
of Alabama School of Law in 1993, where he 
served as an Associate Justice and ultimately as 
Chief Justice of the Honor Court. He was a mem-
ber of the Alabama Law Review. 
 

          Immediately after graduation, Judge McCool 
returned to his hometown of Gordo to practice law 
with local attorney C.O. Burkhalter. In 1995, he 
was appointed to serve as a full-time Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney for Pickens County, and in 2001 he 
became District Attorney for the 24th Judicial Cir-
cuit, comprised of Fayette, Lamar, and Pickens 
Counties. 
 
          During his career in public service, Judge 
McCool served in various leadership roles, serving 
on the Executive Committee of the Alabama Dis-
trict Attorneys Association (ñthe ADAAò) for 10 
years and as its president, vice president, and treas-
urer during that time. In 2007, he was named 
ñProsecutor of the Yearò by VOCAL (Victims of 
Crime and Leniency) and ñDistrict Attorney of the 
Yearò by the ADAA. He was also named 
ñProsecutor of the Yearò by the Alabama Forest 
Owners Association in 2012. Since 2010, he has 
served as a member of the Alabama Supreme 
Court's Standing Committee on the Alabama Rules 
of Evidence, and he was a longstanding member of 
the Northern District U.S. Attorney's Law Enforce-
ment Coordinating Committee. 
 
          Both in private practice and as a prosecutor, 
Judge McCool handled thousands of felony cases 
and tried dozens of jury trials, ranging from misde-
meanor appeals to capital murder cases. He was 
instrumental in bringing a Drug Court to the 24th 
Judicial Circuit. Before becoming District Attor-
ney, Judge McCool served as a municipal court 
judge for the municipalities of Reform and Pick-
ensville, as well as an adjunct professor in the Trial 
Advocacy Program at the University of Alabama 
School of Law from 1998 to 2000. 
 
          Judge McCool and his wife, Sherri, have 
been married since Valentine's Day 1992. They live 
about ten miles north of Gordo, Alabama, in the 
Zion Community, and attend Zion Primitive Bap-
tist Church, which Judge McCool has pastored 
since 2012. They have four children, three of 
whom are married, and one grandson. He has lived 
on the same dirt road all his life and has been 
blessed to raise his children on the family farm. 

JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CRIMINAL APPEALS  
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 Judge J. William ñBillò Cole was born 
and raised in Birmingham, Alabama. He is the son 
of the late Judge William H. Cole and Sally Grant 
Cole. After graduating from high school, he at-
tended Vanderbilt University. He graduated from 
Vanderbilt in 1989 with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in English and Political Science. He then attended 
the University of Alabama School of Law and re-
ceived his law degree in 1992. 
 
          After law school, Judge Cole returned to 
Birmingham and began practicing law with a firm 
that eventually became Luker, Cole & Associates. 
He represented clients throughout the State of Al-
abama in cases including civil, criminal, domestic 
relations, family court and probate court. In his 13 
years of practicing law, Judge Cole focused on 
criminal cases in state, federal, municipal, and ap-
pellate courts. His appellate practice included rep-
resenting clients in the Alabama Court of Criminal 
Appeals, the Supreme Court of Alabama, the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh 
Circuit, and the United States Supreme Court. 
While a practicing attorney, Judge Cole served as 
a special prosecutor and a special circuit court 
judge. He also served as a municipal court judge 
in Morris, Alabama, for approximately 4 years. 
  

          In 2005, Judge Cole was appointed by Gov-
ernor Bob Riley to serve as a Jefferson County 
Circuit Judge. He was subsequently elected twice 
by the citizens of Jefferson County to serve six-
year terms as a judge in the Criminal Division. In 
this capacity as a circuit court judge, he presided 
over thousands of criminal cases and more than 
175 felony jury trials. 
 
          Judge Cole is a member of the Birmingham 
Bar Association, the Alabama Bar Association, 
and the American Bar Association. He has served 
for years as a member of the Advisory Council to 
the Alabama Sentencing Commission and has rep-
resented the Alabama Circuit Judges Association 
on the Victim Notification Implementation Task 
Force. He is also a member of the Kiwanis Club 
of Birmingham and is active in many clubs and 
organizations. 
 
          In November 2018, Judge Cole was elected 
to serve a six-year term on the Alabama Court of 
Criminal Appeals. 
 
          Bill Cole has been married to Kelli Clayton 
Cole for over 25 years. They have 4 children ages 
26, 21, 18 (twins). He is active in the community 
and coached little league baseball and soccer for 
over 10 years. The Coles are members of Canter-
bury United Methodist Church, where Kelli and 
Bill served as youth Sunday school teachers for 12 
years. 
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          Judge Richard J. Minor was elected to the 
Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals on November 
6, 2018. Prior to his election, Judge Minor was the 
District Attorney for St. Clair County. He is the son 
of Larry and Pam Minor of Pell City, Alabama. His 
twin brother is a District Court Judge in St. Clair 
County. 
 
          Judge Minor graduated from Auburn Univer-
sity in 1990 (B.A. in Criminal Justice, summa cum 
laude) and from Cumberland School of Law at 
Samford University in 1993. During law school, 
Judge Minor was a member of the American Jour-
nal of Trial Advocacy, served as a Cordell Hull 
Teaching Fellow for first-year law students, and 
was a Samford Senator. 
 
          Judge Minor began his career as a public 
servant, serving first as an Assistant District Attor-
ney in both Tuscaloosa County and Jefferson 
County and then as an Assistant Attorney General 
in the Criminal Trials and Violent Crimes Divi-
sions under Alabama Attorneys General Jeff Ses-
sions and Bill Pryor, Jr. Judge Minor served as the 
Chief Trial Attorney in the St. Clair County Dis-
trict Attorneyôs Office before being elected District 
Attorney in 2004. In 2006, he was appointed as a 

Special Prosecutor and Acting Attorney General 
for the State of Alabama overseeing the State of 
Alabamaôs interest in a joint federal and state in-
vestigation of public corruption in the Post-
Secondary System of Alabama. 
 
          As District Attorney, Judge Minor was a 
founding member of the St. Clair County Commu-
nity Corrections and Punishment Authority, which 
helped establish a Community Corrections pro-
gram, an Adult Drug Court, a Veterans Court, and 
a Mental Health Court. He was an active member 
of the Alabama District Attorneys Association 
where he was elected by his peers as President, 
Vice President, and Secretary/Treasurer of the as-
sociation. 
 
          Judge Minor currently serves as Chairman of 
the State of Alabama Advisory Committee on 
Criminal Procedure. He has also served on the 
Governorôs Advisory Council on Juvenile Justice, 
the Governorôs Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coali-
tion, the Alabama Sentencing Commission Stand-
ards Committee, the Alabama Pattern Jury Instruc-
tions (Criminal) Committee, the Review Commit-
tee for Alabamaôs Protocol for the Examination 
and Treatment of Sexual Assaults, and the Execu-
tive Committee of the Alabama Republican Party 
representing St. Clair County. He is a member of 
the Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy 
Studies. Judge Minor believes it is the duty of the 
judiciary to say what the law is, not what it should 
be. 
 
          Judge Minor is a member of the St. Clair 
County and Alabama Bar Associations. He is ad-
mitted to practice in the Northern District Court of 
Alabama and in the Supreme Court of the United 
States. He is an alumnus of the National College of 
District Attorneys, the National Advocacy Center, 
and Leadership Alabama. 
 
 Judge Minor is married to the former Ange-
la Callahan of Pell City, Alabama. They have three 
children. The Minors are active members of 
Church of the Highlands. 
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CLERK OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CRIMINAL APPEALS  

  
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
          Scott Mitchell was appointed Clerk of the 
Court of Criminal Appeals of Alabama, effective 
August 1, 2012.  He is the fourth individual to 
serve as Clerk of the Court since its establishment 
in 1969. 
 
          A native of Wilcox County, he is the son of 
Curtis and Bonnie Mitchell. He received his early 
education at Wilcox Academy in Camden. In 1999, 
he received the Bachelor of Science degree in busi-
ness administration and history from Erskine Col-
lege in Due West, South Carolina. While a student 
at Erskine, he served as senior class president. Mr. 
Mitchell received his Juris Doctor from the Univer-
sity of Alabama in 2002. 
 
          Upon graduation from law school, Mr. 
Mitchell entered private practice with the Mont-
gomery law firm of Beers, Anderson, Jackson, 
Hughes, and Patty, P.C. In 2006, he became a staff 
attorney for the Court of Criminal Appeals. From 
2007 until 2009, he served as a staff attorney for 
Chief Justice Sue Bell Cobb. He also served as 
Chief of Staff and Legislative Liaison for the chief 

justice from 2009 until 2011. From 2011 until his 
appointment as Clerk of the Court of Criminal Ap-
peals, Mr. Mitchell served as a staff attorney with 
the Alabama Administrative Office of Courts. 
 
          Mr. Mitchell served on the Board of Trustees 
of his alma mater, Erskine College, from 2005 until 
2011. At the age of 32, he was elected Chairman of 
the Erskine College Board of Trustees and at the 
time was one of the youngest individuals in the na-
tion to chair the governing board of an institution 
of higher learning. Erskine College awarded him its 
Outstanding Young Alumni Award in 2009. Mr. 
Mitchell was a member of Class V of the Alabama 
State Bar Leadership Forum. He currently serves 
on the executive committee of the National Confer-
ence of Appellate Court Clerks. 
 
          Mr. Mitchell is married to the former Mary 
Martin Majors who serves as assistant counsel with 
the Alabama Department of Revenue. The Mitch-
ells attend St. John's Episcopal Church. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2022 THROUGH  SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
CASES DOCKETED AND DISPOSED 

FY 2023 TERM (TABLE 1) 

Cases Docketed Number of Cases 

Cases Carried Forward from FY 2022 Term 756 

New Cases 967 

Total Cases Before the Court 1,723 

Total Cases Disposed 992 

Cases Carried Forward to the FY 2024 Term 731 

  

  COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
ANALYSIS OF FILINGS BY CASE TYPE  

FY 2023 TERM (TABLE 2) 

Appeals 
# of  

Appeals by 
Type 

Change 
From Prior 
Year 

% of All  
Appeals 

% of Total 
Filings 

Convictions Appealed (Death) 4 -33.33% 0.057% 0.41% 

Convictions Appealed (Municipal) 11 83.33% 1.57% 1.14% 

Convictions Appealed  (Other) 282 5.62% 40.34% 29.16% 

Rule 32 Appeals (Death) 8 0.00% 1.14% 0.83% 

Rule 32 Appeals (Non-Death) 175 -20.09% 25.04% 18.10% 

Juvenile Appeals 10 -33.33% 1.43% 1.03% 

Probation Revocation 97 -32.17% 13.88% 10.03% 

Restitution Order 1 -66.67% 0.14% 0.10% 

Mandamus Appeal 1 -66.67% 0.14% 0.10% 

Certiorari Appeal 25 -43.18% 3.58% 2.59% 

Habeas Appeal 19 11.76% 2.72% 1.96% 

State Pretrial Appeal 9 -30.77% 1.29% 0.93% 

Contempt Adjudication 0 -100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Motion to Reconsider Sentence 0 -100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Other 57 -24.00% 8.15% 5.89% 

Total Number of Appeals Filed 699 -15.27% 100.00% 72.29% 

Original Contempt Petitions 4 400.00%  0.41% 

Original Petitions 264 -18.01%  27.30% 

Total Cases Filed 967 -15.69%  100.00% 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  
OCTOBER 1, 2013 THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 2014 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
ANALYSIS OF DISPOSITIONS  
FY 2023 Term (TABLE 3) 

Appeals 
# of  
Appeals  
Disposed 

Change 
From Prior 
Year 

% of Appeals 
Disposed 

% of Total 
Dispositions 

Affirmed 415 10.96% 60.50% 41.83% 

Reversed and Remanded 21 -8.70% 3.06% 2.12% 

Reversed and Rendered 0 -100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Affirmed in Part/Reversed in Part 2 100.00% 0.29% 0.20% 

Affirmed in Part/Dismissed in Part 2 100.00% 0.29% 0.20% 

Affirmed in Part/Transferred in Part 1 100.00% 0.15% 0.10% 

Dismissed After Submission 37 -5.13% 5.39% 3.73% 

Transferred by Order 6 20.00% 0.87% 0.60% 

Dismissed Prior to Submission 201 -6.51% 29.30% 20.26% 

Consolidate with Another Appeal 0 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Docketed in Error 1 100.00% 0.15% 0.10% 

Total Appeals Disposed 686 4.10% 100.00% 69.15% 

     

Original Contempt Proceedings # of Cases 
Change from 
Prior Year 

% of Cases 
Disposed 

% of Total 
Dispositions 

Guilty 4 400.00% 1.31% 0.40% 

     

Petitions 
# of  
Appeals  
Disposed 

Change 
From Prior 
Year 

% of Appeals 
Disposed 

% of Total 
Dispositions 

Granted 6 20.00% 1.96% 0.60% 

Denied/Dismissed 240 20.00% 78.43% 24.19% 

Stricken 18 -25.00% 5.88% 1.81% 

Transferred 41 127.78% 13.40% 4.13% 

Writ Quashed after Remand 1 100.00% 0.33% 0.10% 

Total Petitions Disposed 306 23.89% 100.00% 30.85% 

Total Dispositions 992 9.49%  100.00% 

ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2022 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2022 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
TIME STANDARDS PERFORMANCE 

FOR FY 2019 THROUGH FY 2023 (TABLE 4) 

 
FY 2019 
Term 

FY 2020 
Term 

FY 2021 
Term 

FY 2022 
Term 

FY 2023 
Term  

Percent of Cases Completed within 290 Days 89% 84% 83% 83% 85% 

Percent of Cases Completed within 365 Days 96% 93% 90% 91% 94% 

Days Required to Complete 50% of the Cases 121 126 115 134 168 

Days Required to Complete 75% of the Cases 213 235 218 227 274 

Days Required to Complete 95% of the Cases 357 392 429 403 477 

Average Number of Days from Notice of Appeal to Decision 155 165 163 170 208 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS  

FOR FY 2019 THROUGH FY 2023 (TABLE 5) 

 
FY 2019 
Term 

FY 2020 
Term 

FY 2021 
Term 

FY 2022 
Term 

                         
Pct. Change-
FY2019 to 

                  
Pct. Change-
FY2022 to      

FY2023 
Term  

Cases from Prior Term 571 687 633 515 32.40% 46.80% 756 

New Filings 1,297 1,153 1,016 1,147 -25.44% -15.69% 967 

Cases Disposed 1,181 1,207 1,134 906 -16.00% 9.49% 992 

Cases Carried Over 687 633 515 756 6.40% -3.31% 731 
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ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

T he Court of Civil Appeals, composed of a pre-siding judge and four associate judges, was 
created by the Alabama Legislature in 1969. The 
Court has original appellate jurisdiction in all civil 
appeals where the amount in controversy does not 
exceed $50,000; in all appeals from administrative 
agencies, other than the Alabama Public Service 
Commission; in all appeals in workersô compensa-
tion cases; in all appeals in domestic relation cases, 
including annulment, divorce, adoption, and child 
custody; and in statutory cases, including Students 
First Act and SHPDA, among others. The Supreme 
Court may also transfer cases filed in that court to 
the Court of Civil Appeals for disposition. All deci-
sions of the Court are made en banc. Each judge is 
required to review each case submitted to the 
Court.  

          For FY 2023, the Court of Civil Appeals re-
ported a total caseload of 1,591 cases. This figure 
includes 964 new filings and 627 cases that, at the 
close of the previous term, were not ready for sub-
mission, were on rehearing, or were on review to 
the Supreme Court of Alabama. The Court of Civil 
Appeals disposed of 1,046 cases. Of these cases: 
191 were decided with opinion; 387 were affirmed 
without opinion; 53 were reversed and remanded; 
and 87 were either dismissed or writs were granted 
or denied; and 410 were disposed before submis-

sion.  Of the 632 cases disposed by opinion, sum-
mary affirmance, and other reasons, the Court af-
firmed the judgment in 67.4%; reversed the judg-
ment in 8.3 %; affirmed in part and reversed in part 
in 1.9%; and disposed by dismissal or other reason 
in 22.3%.  

APPLICATIONS FOR REHEARING 

          An application for rehearing is the method 
by which one, or both, of the parties requests the 
court to reconsider its earlier decision in a case. Of 
the cases that were disposed by submission and de-
cision, 97 applications for rehearing were filed. 
Approximately 97% of the cases on rehearing had 
no change. 

 

Seated, from left to right:  Judge Chad A. Hanson, Judge Terry A. Moore, Presiding Judge William C. Thompson,  Judge Christy O. Edwards and Judge Matt Fridy.  
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Presiding Judge William Cooper Thomp-
son was born in January 1962. Judge Thompson 
grew up in Autauga County and Elmore County. 
He attended the University of Alabama, where he 
completed his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1984. 
He graduated from the Cumberland School of 
Law at Samford University with a Juris Doctor 
degree in 1988. 

          Judge Thompson, a resident of Homewood, 
was elected to the Alabama Court of Civil Ap-
peals in 1996 and was reelected to the court in 
2002, 2008, 2014, and 2020. He became presiding 
judge of the court in 2007. Prior to serving as an 
appellate judge, Judge Thompson practiced law 
both in Birmingham and in Montgomery, includ-
ing serving as assistant legal advisor to the Gover-
nor of Alabama and working in the law firm of 
former Chief Justice Perry O. Hooper, Sr. 

          Judge Thompson serves on the executive 
committee of the Judicial Inquiry Commission 
and is a member of the Legislative Coordinating 
Conference and the Bench and Bar Relations 

Task Force. He has served on the Chief Justice's 
Commission on Professionalism, the Advisory 
Committee on Child Support Guidelines, the Ap-
pellate Rules Committee, the Judicial Study Com-
mission, the Alabama Court Improvement Pro-
ject, the Alabama Juvenile Code Revision Com-
mittee, and the Committee on the Future of the 
Juvenile Justice System. Judge Thompson was the 
Chief Judge of the Alabama Court of the Judici-
ary for ten years. He is a Fellow in the Alabama 
Law Foundation, a member of the Kiwanis Club 
of Birmingham, a former member of the advisory 
board of the Service Guild of Birmingham's Early 
Intervention Program, and a former member of 
the board of directors of Alabama Children First. 

          Judge Thompson is married to author 
Melinda Rainey Thompson, formerly of Green-
ville, Alabama, and they have three children. The 
family attends St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

 

          Judge Terry A. Moore is a 1990 graduate 
of the University of South Alabama. He graduated 
magna cum laude from the University of Alabama 
School of Law in 1993. Following graduation, he 
entered private practice in the Mobile, Alabama, 
office of Adams & Reese where he specialized in 
workers' compensation and civil litigation. In 1998, 
he became a partner in the Mobile law firm of 
Vickers, Riis, Murray & Curran, LLC. In 2004, 
Moore co-founded Austill, Lewis, Pipkin & Moore, 
P.C., where he served as a member until his elec-
tion to the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals in 
2006. 

          While practicing law, Moore published nu-
merous articles in legal journals, law reviews, and 
seminars. In 1998, West Publishing is-
sued Alabama Workers' Compensation, a two-
volume treatise that was written by Moore between 
1992 and 1997. That treatise is now considered the 
leading authority on its subject by the appellate 
courts of Alabama, having been cited in dozens of 
cases. Moore has used the knowledge he gained 
from researching this book to teach workers' com-
pensation law to judges, lawyers, and workers' 

compensation professionals throughout the state 
and to provide pro bono services. 

          Judge Moore's greatest accomplishments 
have been his marriage and the birth of his two 
sons. He married the former Ashlee Stewart of Mo-
bile in 1992. In 1999, they welcomed Michael Al-
exander "Alex" Moore to the family and in 2003 
the family was completed with the birth of Thomas 
"Pierce" Moore. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
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          Judge Christy Olinger Edwards grew up 
on a small family farm in West Alabama. She was 
elected to the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals in 
November 2018. 
 
          Judge Edwards is a 2004 graduate of the 
University of Alabama's Culverhouse College of 
Business, where she studied Finance and Econom-
ics, and is a 2008 graduate of Faulkner University's 
Thomas Goode Jones School of Law. In 2014, she 
graduated cum laude from the University of Ala-
bama School of Law with an LL.M. in Taxation. 
 
          Judge Edwards has served the people of Ala-
bama for most of her legal career. In September 
2016, she was appointed by the Governor as an as-
sociate judge of the Alabama Tax Tribunal. Before 
serving as a judge on the tax tribunal, she was an 
assistant attorney general and served as legal and 
policy advisor to the commissioners of the Ala-
bama Department of Revenue. Before joining the 
Department, she served as an attorney for the Ala-
bama Court of Civil Appeals. 

          Judge Edwards is the youngest female ever 
elected to statewide office in Alabama. She serves 
as the alternate chief judge of the Alabama Court 
of the Judiciary, and is a member of the committee 
on the Alabama Rules of Professional Conduct and 
the committee on the Alabama Canons of Judicial 
Ethics. She also serves on the board of directors of 
Alabama Children First. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
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          Judge Chad Arthur Hanson earned his Ju-
ris Doctor in 2000 from Mississippi College School 
of Law. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Political Science from the University of Alabama 
in 1997. Following law school, Judge Hanson en-
tered private practice for 18 years, where he repre-
sented thousands of individuals and businesses 
throughout the State of Alabama primarily in civil 
and bankruptcy litigation until his election to the 
Alabama Court of Civil Appeals in November 
2018. 

          Judge Hanson resides in Trussville and is 
married to the former Joy Gentry of Midfield. They 
are proud parents of two daughters, Reagan and 
Riley. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
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          Judge Matt Fridy was elected to the Ala-
bama Court of Civil Appeals in 2020. Born in Vir-
ginia, he grew up in the Birmingham area, attend-
ing high school at what is now known as the Jeffer-
son County International Baccalaureate School. He 
graduated with honors from the University of Mon-
tevallo with a degree in History. He earned his law 
degree, magna cum laude, from Samford Universi-
ty's Cumberland School of Law, where he served 
as Executive Editor of the Cumberland Law Re-
view and was inducted into Curia Honoris. 
 
          After law school, Judge Fridy served a one-
year federal clerkship for U.S. District Judge Ed-
win Nelson. He then joined a Birmingham law 
firm, where his law practice focused on constitu-
tional law, appellate litigation, and agricultural law. 
Judge Fridy also served for several years as a staff 
attorney in the Alabama appellate courts. 
 
          In 2014, while serving in private practice, 
Judge Fridy was elected to the Alabama House of 
Representatives to represent the citizens of District 
73, which comprised parts of Montevallo, Alabas-
ter, Pelham, and Helena. He was reelected in 2018, 
and resigned from the House upon his election to 
the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals. 

          Judge Fridy previously served as an Adjunct 
Professor of Business Law at the University of 
Montevallo. He is a member of the Supreme 
Court's Standing Committee on the Alabama Rules 
of Appellate Procedure and the University of Mon-
tevallo Foundation Board. 
 
          Judge Fridy and his wife Kimberly, a phar-
macist, have five children - Jack, Beth, Cate, Emi-
ly, and Caroline Mae. They reside in Montevallo 
and attend Spring Creek Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, where Matt serves as an elder on the Ses-
sion. 
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          Nathan P. Wilson was appointed as the 
Clerk of the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals effec-
tive January 1, 2022. Mr. Wilson grew up in Mo-
bile, Alabama. He graduated from Birmingham-
Southern College in 2000 with a B.A. in History 
and earned a J.D. from the University of Memphis 
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law in 2003. 
 
          Mr. Wilson has served in various roles in the 
Alabama judicial system, including law clerk for 
Hon. Tennant M. Smallwood, Jr., in Birmingham, 
staff attorney at the Alabama Administrative Office 
of Courts, senior staff attorney for Hon. Scott Don-
aldson of the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals, the 
Assistant Administrative Director of Courts and 
Legal Director of the Alabama Administrative Of-
fice of Courts, and senior staff attorney for Hon. 
Sarah H. Stewart of the Supreme Court of Ala-
bama. 
 
          Mr. Wilson has been a member of several 
legislative, judicial, and state bar committees and 
task forces, including the Supreme Court Standing 

Committee on the Alabama Rules of Judicial Ad-
ministration. Mr. Wilson was a member of the Ala-
bama State Bar Leadership Forum, Class 9. 
 
          Mr. Wilson resides in Montgomery with his 
wife, Anna, and their two children. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2022 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS 

  Number of Cases 

Cases Carried Over From Prior Year 627 

New Filings 964 

Total Caseload 1,591 

Cases Disposed 1,046 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
CASES DOCKETED AND DISPOSED, FY 2023 

Cases Disposed 

Written Opinion 191 

Without Written Opinions 855 

Total Cases Disposed 1,046 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS WITH DECISIONS, FY 2023 

Types of Dispositions  
With Decisions 

# of Cases  # of Cases Without Opinions 

Affirmed 39 387 

Reversed 53 0 

Affirmed in Part/Reversed in Part 12 0 

*Other 87 55 

DECISIONS 191 442 

TOTAL OF DECISIONS 633 

*Other includes cases, dismissed, writs granted and denied, etc. 
Note:  Decisions reflect both cases with opinion and affirmed without opinion. (Disposed) 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2022 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS WITHOUT WRITTEN OPINIONS, FY 2023 

Types of Dispositions Without Opinions # of Cases 

Dismissed on Motion of Appellant 53 

Dismissed for Failure to Prosecute 85 

Dismissed on Joint Motion/Agreement 16 

Other (i.e., Untimely Filing, Moot) 131 

Transferred to Another Court for Lack of Jurisdiction 125 

AffirmedðNo Opinion 386 

TOTAL 796 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
DISPOSITIONS OF RULING ON APPLICATIONS FOR REHEARING, FY 2023 

Case Type # of Applications for Rehearing 

OverruledðNo Opinion 81 

GrantedðOriginal Opinion Withdrawn and Substituted 3 

OverruledðOriginal Opinion Withdrawn and Substituted 2 

Other 5 

TOTAL 91 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
DISPOSITIONS OF CERTIORARI REVIEW, FY 2023 

Decision Total Cases 

Denied 73 

Petition/Writ Quashed 15 

Affirmed 1 

Reversed and/or Remanded 3 

Dismissed 0 

Stricken 5 

TOTAL 97 
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SUPREME COURT AND STATE  
LAW LIBRARY 

T he Alabama Supreme Court and State Law Library is the oldest law library in Alabama.  Established 
in 1828 as the Library Society of the Bench and Bar of 
the Supreme Court, it was a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion with the purpose of providing a library for the 
ñexclusive use of the Bench and Bar of the Supreme 
Court of the State.ò  In the late 1800s, when the law 
library became a state agency, it was Alabamaôs largest 
research library and continues that tradition today, serv-
ing the Supreme Court of Alabama, the Courts of Crim-
inal and Civil Appeals, and all citizens of Alabama. 

          The Law Library has approximately 250,000 vol-
umes in its collection but is also fully automated with 
over 65 computers for staff and library users, including 
a state-of-the-art computer lab. The Library is one of 
the oldest United States Government Depository librar-
ies in the United States, having been designated a de-
pository in 1884. Currently, the Law Library occupies 
approximately 38,000 square feet with space for ap-
proximately 80 researchers. It is a public law library, 
with hours of operation from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. The Law Library collection 
contains all of the reported decisions of the state and 
federal appellate courts in the United States, and the 
statutes of all 50 states and the District of Columbia, 
plus Acts of Congress, the United States Code, and the 
regulations of the various agencies of the United States 
Government. The legal periodical collection is one of 
the best in the State with more than 1,000 titles. 

          The Law Libraryôs rare book collection is consid-
ered one of the finest in the southeastern United States. 
Its oldest book, Symbolaeographia, by William West, 
was published in 1605, seven years before the comple-
tion of the King James Version of the Bible. The collec-
tion includes over one-hundred 17th and 18th century 
law books and several thousand 19th century volumes. 
Unique to the collection are the briefs of the Alabama 
Supreme Court cases beginning in 1965, audio tapes of 
oral arguments of the Court beginning in 1979, and the 
papers of the Alabama Judicial College. 

          Beyond the role of the traditional library, the Su-
preme Court and State Law Library continues to pursue 
a strategic plan to remain on the forefront of technolo-
gy.  To this end, the Law Library provides public access 
to Westlaw computer-assisted legal research services, to 
all users so that they have access to the most sophisti-
cated legal research engines available. In this same way, 
the Law Library provides Westlaw access to the entire 
judicial branch of government so that judges, circuit 
clerks, and other judicial branch employees will have 
access to legal information at their fingertips. The Law 
Library maintains an active website which includes the 

Rules of the State Courts of Alabama and access to the 
Law Libraryôs online catalog. Additionally, the Law 
Library has its own computerized public access catalog 
which includes the online catalogs of the Jefferson 
County Public Law Library, the Montgomery County 
Public Law Library, and the Elbert Parsons Public Law 
Library in Huntsville. All of which can be accessed 
from the Law Library website http://
judicial.alabama.gov/library.cfm. The Law Library also 
has an active presence on Facebook.  

          The Law Library showcases the Heflin-Torbert 
Judicial Building, the appellate process, and the history 
of the courts through a public education program. This 
program includes guided tours of the Court, their court-
rooms, museum exhibits, and the law library. Since 
1994, over 215,000 visitors, mostly fourth-grade stu-
dents, have participated in the judicial learning experi-
ence, understanding how the rule of law impacts our 
State and Nation.  

          The Junius Moore Riggs Portrait Collection is 
also a major part of the Law Library collection. In 1874, 
Marshal and Librarian Junius Moore Riggs began col-
lecting portraits of governors of the State to hang in the 
halls of Capitol and in the Law Library. By the time of 
his resignation in 1934, Riggs had collected 44 portraits 
including governors, chief justices, and associate justic-
es of the Court. The most notable portrait in the collec-
tion is that of Chief Justice George Goldthwaite, painted 
by Goldthwaiteôs grand-daughter, noted regional artist 
Ann Goldthwaite, which hangs in the Antebellum Gal-
lery in the Supreme Court. 

 In October of 2016, the Law Library, the Supreme 
Court of Alabama, the Federalist Society for Law & 
Public Policy Studies, and the Blackstone Center for 
Law and Liberty at Thomas Goode Jones School of 
Law at Faulkner University sponsored the exhibit, 
Magna Carta, An Enduring Legacy, 1215 ï 2015, creat-
ed by the joint effort of the Library of Congress, the 
Law Library of Congress, and the American Bar Asso-
ciation. The exhibit was on display from October 11th 
through the 31st in the Rotunda of the Heflin-Torbert 
Judicial Building. During this period, approximately 
1,000 visitors viewed the exhibit.  
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          Timothy Alan Lewis, a native of Talladega, 
Alabama, was appointed by the Supreme Court as 
State Law Librarian and Acting Marshal of the Su-
preme Court of Alabama on June 1, 1992.  He served 
as Acting Marshal until 1993. 

          Mr. Lewis attended the public schools of Tal-
ladega, graduating from Talladega High School in 
1974.  He graduated from the University of Alabama, 
receiving his B.A. in English in 1979, his Master of 
Library Services in 1983, and his Juris Doctor in 
1984.  He was admitted to the Alabama State Bar As-
sociation in 1988.  Tim served as Assistant Director 
of the Library from 1984 until his appointment as 
State Law Librarian and Acting Marshal. 

          Mr. Lewis taught as Adjunct Professor of Law 
at the Jones School of Law from 1988 to 1992, and is 
currently an Adjunct Professor at Auburn University 
at Montgomery in both the Department of Justice and 
Public Safety and the Management Department.  He 
has taught numerous courses on legal research and 
computer-assisted legal research, and is the co-author 
of Alabama Practice Materials:  An Annotated Bibli-
ography, 82 Law Library Journal 703 (1990).  He is 
also the author of several articles in the Alabama 
Lawyer and has written several book reviews. 

          Besides the Alabama State Bar, Mr. Lewis is a 

member of the Alabama Association of Law Librar-
ies, the Special Libraries Association, the Southeast-
ern Chapter of the American Association of Law Li-
braries, the Law Library Association of Alabama, the 
Alabama Library Association, and the Montgomery 
County Bar Association. 

          Mr. Lewis served as the Moderator of the Law 
Librarians Roundtable of the Alabama Library Asso-
ciation in 1989, President of the Law Library Associ-
ation of Alabama from 1992 to 1993, the vice presi-
dent for the Montgomery Judicial Chapter of the Ala-
bama State Employees Association in 1995, the Co-
ordinator of the Montgomery Area Library Resource 
Sharing Roundtable from 1995 to 1996, and served 
on the Board of Directors for the Center for Law and 
Civic Education at Cumberland School of Law, and 
the Board of Directors for the Law Magnet Program 
at Booker T. Washington Magnet School.  He served 
as Local Arrangements Chair for the 2001 Alabama 
Library Association Convention held in Montgomery. 

  Currently, Mr. Lewis serves as the Treasurer 
of the Alabama Library Association, as co-chair of 
the Alabama State Bar Law Day Subcommittee, is a 
member of the Board of Directors of Camp Chandler 
(YMCA), a member of the Appellate Library Stand-
ards Committee (AALL), and represents special li-
braries on the Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) Advisory Council. 

  Mr. Lewis is married to Christine Whitesell 
of Montgomery, and they have two children, Laura 
and Rebecca.  He and his family attend the Episcopal 
Church of the Ascension in Montgomery where Mr. 
Lewis teaches 6th grade Sunday School, assists with 
the SOS Puppet Team, and is a member of the 1st 
Timothy Committee.  He has been a member of the 
Montgomery Lions Club since 1987. 
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REPORTER OF DECISIONS  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Sean Blum was born in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, and was raised and educated primarily in 
Antioch, California, and Friendswood, Texas. Mr. 
Blum graduated from The University of Texas at 
Austin in 1993 with a bachelor of arts degree in 
English. He received his juris doctorate in 1996 
from The University of Houston Law Center. Mr. 
Blum was admitted to the Texas State Bar in 1996 
and to the Alabama State Bar in 2001. 
 
          Mr. Blum practiced law as a staff attorney 
and associate with the Williams Bailey Law Firm 
in Houston, Texas, upon graduation from law 
school in 1996 until 2000 and as an associate with 
the Beasley Allen Law Firm in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, in 2001. He was appointed assistant reporter 
of decisions for the Alabama appellate courts in 
October 2001, and, in January 2021, he succeeded 
Bilee Cauley as the reporter of decisions for the 
Alabama appellate courts. 
 
  

          Mr. Blum is a member of the Association of 
Reporters of Judicial Decisions, an international 
professional association. He is married to Dr. Scout 
Blum, a professor of history at Troy University, 
and they have one child, Aidan. 
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          Marsahal Earl Marsh, Jr., was sworn in as 
Marshal of the Appellate Courts of Alabama by 
Chief Justice Tom Parker, on January 27, 2020, 
becoming the thirteenth Marshal of the appellate 
courts. 

          Marshal Marsh was born and raised in 
Greenville, Alabama. He was educated in the But-
ler County, Alabama schools and was recognized 
as an outstanding athlete in four sports throughout 
his high school years. Following his graduation 
from Greenville High School in 1984, he attended 
Alabama State University on an athletic scholar-
ship. In 1985, he enlisted in the United States Ar-
my where he worked in field artillery and as a mili-
tary police officer. 

     In 1989, Marshal Marsh began his law en-
forcement career with the Alabama Department of 
Corrections working as a corrections officer at Hol-
man Prison in Atmore, Alabama. In 1994 he gradu-
ated from the Montgomery Police Academy, and 

soon thereafter joined the Lowndes County Sher-
iffôs Office as a Deputy Sheriff. He was awarded 
Officer of the Year in 2001 and has obtain numer-
ous certifications, trainings, and recognitions 
throughout his military career and law enforcement 
career, including: distinguished graduate from the 
United States Army Military Police Special Reac-
tion Team (SRT) course in Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri; graduate from the Criminal Justice Train-
ing Center for Special Weapons and Tactics 
(SWAT) in Selma, Alabama; Dignitary Protection 
certified through Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency (ALEA); and anti-terrorism and counter-
terrorism training. 

     In 2002, Marshal Marsh returned to the Unit-
ed States Army working as a military police officer 
on the Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Test Site, 
Marshall Islands, where he served as Instructor for 
Special Reaction Team for Police. He was trans-
ferred to Kuwait in 2004 where he served in vari-
ous leadership roles, including Senior Sergeant of 
police operations and Military Police Sergeant Ma-
jor. Marsh was also privileged to serve in Opera-
tion Enduring Iraqi Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, Oper-
ation New Dawn, and as special detail for President 
George W. Bush and Condoleezza Rice at Camp 
Arifijan, Kuwait during their visit in 2008. Marsh 
served the United States Army until 2014. 

     In January 2017, he joined the Alabama ap-
pellate courts as Deputy Marshal where he was 
promoted to Chief Deputy Marshal and served in 
that position until his appointment as Marshal. 

     Marshal Marsh and his wife, Jennifer, reside 
in Deatsville, Alabama. They are active members 
of their church, Big Union Christian Church in 
Lowndes County. 


