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ALABAMAõS UNIFIED 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM 

 The Judicial Article Implementation Act of 1975 (Act No. 1975-1205) revised the Alabama Court Sys-

tem and prescribed the pattern for its operation.  The major changes included: 

 

¶ Over four hundred trial courts were reorganized into a unified system; 

¶ Judges were required to be attorneys, with the exception of probate judges; 

¶ Uniform jurisdictions were established for all trial courts; 

¶ Judges were prohibited from re-election or appointment after the age of seventy; 

¶ Authority was granted to the Supreme Court of Alabama to adopt rules pertaining to the administra-

tion of courts as well as governing practice and procedure; 

¶ Provisions for the adoption of the Canons of Judicial Ethics; 

¶ Provisions  for the flexible assignment of judges; 

¶ A central judicial administration system was built into the Alabama Constitution; 

¶ Provisions for a Judicial Compensation Commission; and 

¶ The creation of the Judicial Inquiry Commission and the Court of the Judiciary. 

 

 Amendment 328 of the Alabama Constitution of 1901 further provided for the exclusive judicial power 

of the State to be vested in a Unified Judicial System, to become effective January 17, 1977.  Today, the Su-

preme Court of Alabama, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the Court of Civil Appeals, and the Administrative 

Office of Courts all operate within a single location in Montgomery, Alabama. 

 The Alabama Constitution, in addition to 

providing for the appellate courts of the State, pro-

vides for a trial court of general jurisdiction, known 

as the circuit court; a trial court for limited jurisdic-

tion known as the district court; a probate court; and 

such municipal courts as may be provided by law. 

 The State of Alabama is divided into 41 judicial 

circuits, numbered and composed of counties in the 

same region.  Jury trials within the State of Ala-

bama occur at the circuit court level.   

 There is an office of the circuit clerk in each of 

the sixty-seven counties and one in the Bessemer 

Division of Jefferson County.  The duties of the cir-

cuit clerk include the filing, processing, and mainte-

nance of all court records.  The circuit clerk is re-

sponsible for the same duties as they apply to the 

district court when there is no clerk appointed to the 

office of district clerk.  There is currently only one 

district clerk in the State of Alabama. 

 Sessions of the district court are required to be 

held in each county seat.  Although the district 

court is considered to be a ñcourt of record,ò tran-

scripts or reports of the court proceedings are not 

required by law.  All cases are tried without a jury. 

 Any given municipality of the State of Ala-

bama, if it elects to do so, holds its own court pro-

ceedings according to the limitations provided by 

law.  If the municipal court is abolished by that 

governing body, jurisdiction is transferred to the 

appropriate district court. 

 The probate courts in each county of the State 

have original and general jurisdictions over very 

specific matters delineated by statute. While consti-

tutionally a part of the Alabama Judicial System, 

the probate courts are not included in the systemôs 

budget and are administered locally by the respec-

tive probate judge.  Funding is generated through 

the county governments or through fees generated 

in probate court. 
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SUPREME COURT OF ALABAMA 

Nine justices sit in panels of five or en banc 

¶ HIGHEST STATE COURT 

¶ APPELLATE JURISDICTION:  All appeals exceeding $50,000, appeals 

from the Alabama Public Service Commission, and petitions of certiorari 

from the Courts of Civil and Criminal Appeals. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

Five judges sit en banc 

APPELLATE JURISDICTION:  Civil appeals not 

exceeding $50,000, workersô compensation, domes-

tic relations, and certain civil appeals deflected from 

the Alabama Supreme Court, along with all appeals 

from administrative agencies (excluding the Public 

Service Commission). 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
Five judges sit en banc 

APPELLATE JURISDICTION:  All criminal ap-

peals, post conviction writs, and remedial writs 

from Criminal Trial Courts. 

CIRCUIT COURT (TRIAL COURTS)  (41 CIRCUITS) 

144 judges 

GENERAL JURISDICTION:  All felonies, exclusive jurisdiction in civil ac-

tions exceeding $10,000, domestic relations cases, concurrent jurisdiction 

with district court juvenile cases, and concurrent jurisdiction with district 

court in civil matters between $6,000 and $10,000. 

PROBATE COURT (68 COURTS) 

68 judges 

**LIMITED JURISDICTION:  Wills, administra-

tion of estates, guardianship of minors and incom-

petents, partition of lands and name changes. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (278 COURTS) 

297 judges 

**LIMITED JURISDICTION:  Violations of mu-

nicipal ordinances where Municipal Court is main-

tained; otherwise these are tried in District Court. 

DISTRICT COURT (67 DISTRICTS) 

106 judges 

**LIMITED JURISDICTION:  Misdemeanors and Small Claims, concurrent 

jurisdiction with Circuit Court in juvenile and civil matters between $6,000 

and $10,000.  Exclusive jurisdiction in civil matters not exceeding $6,000. 

* THE  

ADMINISTRATIVE 

OFFICE OF COURTS 

*   Under the administrative authority of the Chief Justice. 

**   Appeals from courts of limited jurisdiction go to Circuit Court for trial de novo (a new trial). 

 

ALABAMAõS UNIFIED JUDICIAL SYSTEM  
STRUCTURE AND JURISDICTION  
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THE APPELLATE PROCESS 
IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA  

Notice of Appeal is filed. 

Record on Appeal is prepared and filed. 

Briefs for both parties are filed. 

Supreme Court 

Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in civil cases where 

the amount exceeds $50,000, may review intermedi-

ate appellate court decisions on a writ of certiora-

ri**, and reviews appeals from the Public Service 

Commission. 

Court of Criminal Appeals 
All criminal appeals including felony 

cases, convictions involving misde-

meanors, and violations of municipal 

ordinances. 

Court of Civil Appeals 

Civil matters not exceeding $50,000, 

workmenôs compensation, domestic 

relations cases, certain civil cases 

transferred from the Supreme Court, 

and all appeals from administrative 

agencies (other than the Public Service 

Commission). 

Oral arguments may be held at the request of either party or at the direction of the appellate court. 

A decision will be rendered by the appellate court, with or without a written opinion. 

A rehearing may be requested within fourteen days of the rendering of the decision. 

The Supreme Court will review the merits of the 

petition for the writ of certiorari. 

If denied, the state appeals process 

ends.* 

If granted, oral arguments may be held. 

A decision will be rendered. 

A rehearing may be requested. 

The state appeals process ends.* 

The state appeal process ends.* 
A petition for a writ of certiorari may 

be filed with the Supreme Court. 

A petition for a writ of certiorari may 

be filed with the Supreme Court. 

* Cases involving federal issues or Constitutional questions may 

be taken to the federal courts. 

 

** Petitions for writs of certiorari in all capital cases are auto-

matically filed and granted by the Supreme Court. 
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THE SUPREME COURT  
OF ALABAMA 

T he Supreme Court of Alabama, Alabamaôs court of last resort, is composed of a Chief Justice and 

eight Associate Justices.  All members of the Court are 

elected in statewide elections to six-year terms.  The 

Supreme Court has general supervisory authority over 

all courts in the State and power to review any judgment 

of these courts.  In addition, the Supreme Court has the 

authority to make administrative rules and regulations 

to ensure the efficient and speedy administration of jus-

tice and to make and promulgate rules governing prac-

tice and procedure in all courts in the state. 

 To facilitate the decision-making process, the Su-

preme Court has traditionally been divided into two di-

visions with a panel of four associate justices each.  The 

Chief Justice sits on both divisions.  If the five members 

of a division disagree on the disposition of a particular 

case, the case must be submitted to the entire Court for 

resolution.  The Courtôs internal rules require considera-

tion by the full Court of petitions for certiorari review in 

capital cases in which the death penalty is imposed, cas-

es declaring a statute unconstitutional, advisory opin-

ions to the Governor or the Legislature, utility rate cas-

es, cases overruling a previous decision of the Supreme 

Court, and petitions for certiorari review in instances 

where the Supreme Court is reversing a judgment of the 

Court of Criminal Appeals or the Court of Civil Ap-

peals. The Supreme Court disposed of a total of 1,234 

cases during fiscal year 2018.  Of that total, 436 of the 

cases were direct appeals and 472 were petitions for 

writ of certiorari.  The Court considered 300 petitions 

for writ of mandamus, 0 certified questions, 27 miscel-

laneous petitions, and 0 advisory opinions.  The Su-

preme Court transferred (ñdeflectedò), pursuant to Ä12-

2-7(6), Code of Alabama 1975, 117 appeals to the Court 

of Civil Appeals. 

THE ALABAMA APPELLATE MEDIATION PROGRAM 

 The Alabama Appellate Mediation Program was 

created to provide parties an alternative method of 

resolving their disputes early in the appellate process, 

Seated, from left to right:  Justice Greg Shaw, Justice Michael Bolin, Chief Justice Lyn Stuart, Justice Tom Parker and .Justice James Main 
Standing, from left to right: Justice William B. Sellers,  Justice Kelli Wise,  Justice Tommy Bryan and Justice Brady E. Mendheim, Jr. 
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thereby saving the parties time, expense, and 

uncertainty.  

 Authorized by the Supreme Courtôs 2003 adoption 

of Rule 55, of the Alabama Rules of Appellate 

Procedure (ARAP), the Appellate Mediation Program is 

available for any direct appeal, civil in nature, wherein 

all parties are represented by counsel. The appeals must 

be within the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of 

Alabama of the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals. 

 In November of 2003, the Supreme Court of 

Alabama adopted the Alabama Rules of Appellate 

Mediation. The program began referring appeals to 

mediation in January of 2004.  

 After an initial screening phase, a case may be 

referred (ordered) to mediation. If referred, mediation is 

mandatory, but settlement is not. The program provides 

the parties an opportunity to discuss alternatives to the 

judgement entered by the trial court and possible ruling 

by the appellate court. Parties and their attorneys work 

throughout this process with the assistance of a trained 

mediator. 

 Below is the statistical information for the program 

during the period of October 1, 2017 through September 

30, 2018. In this time period, over 55% of completed 

Supreme Court cases referred to mediation reached a 

settlement. Additionally, over 47% of completed media-

tion cases for Court of Civil Appeals reached settle-

ment. Since the programôs inception in January of 2004, 

the combined completed cases referred to Appellate 

Mediation from both the Supreme Court and the Court 

of Civil Appeals have an annual average of 50% settle-

ment rate. 

ALABAMA APPELLATE MEDIATION STATISTICS FOR  

FISCAL YEAR 2018                

 
Supreme Court of 

Alabama 

Alabama Court of 

Civil Appeals 

Total Number of Appeals Screened for Mediation 163 184 

Active Cases Still in the Screening Phase as of 9/30/18 10 12 

Cases Reinstated to Appellate Docket after Screening 

(Not Referred) 
65 94 

Active Referred Cases as of September 30, 2018 20 18 

Taken Out of Process (TOP)* 6 18 

Total Number of Appeals Referred to Mediation 

(Active and Completed) 
129 107 

Total Number of Completed Mediations During this 

Time Period 
109 89 

Full Settlement 61 (55.96%) 42 (47.19%) 

Partial Settlement 0 (0%) 1 (1.12%) 

Impasse 48 (44.04%) 46 (51.69%) 

* TOP/Taken Out of Process ð These are appeals that have been removed from the mediation docket due to extraneous circum-
stances (i.e., withdrawal of counsel, bankruptcy, etc.) 

THE SUPREME COURT  
OF ALABAMA 
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THE SUPREME COURT  
OF ALABAMA JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Chief Justice Lyn Stuart is a native of 

Atmore, Alabama, attended public schools and 

graduated from Escambia County High School. 

She received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Soci-

ology and Education from Auburn University 

with high honors in 1977 and her Juris Doctor-

ate degree from The University of Alabama 

School of Law in 1980. She served as Secretary 

of the Student Bar Association, was a member 

of the John A. Campbell Moot Court Board and 

received the Dean's Service Award at gradua-

tion. 

 Upon graduation from law school Justice 

Stuart worked as an Assistant Attorney General 

for the State of Alabama under former Attorney 

General Charles Graddick. She also served as 

Executive Assistant to the Commissioner and 

Special Assistant Attorney General for the State 

Department of Corrections. Upon moving to 

Baldwin County, she became an Assistant Dis-

trict Attorney for Baldwin County on the staff of 

District Attorney David Whetstone. 

 In 1988, she was elected District Judge, 

and was re-elected in 1994. In addition to her Dis-

trict Civil and Criminal caseloads, she served as 

the Juvenile Court Judge for Baldwin County. 

Governor Fob James appointed Justice Stuart to 

the Circuit bench in January 1997. She was elect-

ed, without opposition, to a six year term in 1998. 

As a Circuit Court Judge she handled Civil and 

Criminal cases. She served as a specially appoint-

ed Family Court Judge for the majority of the 12 

years on the trial court bench. 

 Justice Stuart was elected to the Alabama 

Supreme Court in 2000 and re-elected in 2006, 

and 2012. As the Senior Associate Justice, she 

became Acting Chief Justice on May 6, 2016. On 

April 26, 2017, Governor Kay Ivey appointed 

her Chief Justice. 

 Justice Stuart was invited and served as a 

Faculty Advisor at the National Judicial College 

in Reno, Nevada. She is a past president of the 

Alabama Council of Juvenile and Family Court 

Judges. She has served as a national speaker for 

the National Council of Juvenile and Family 

Court Judges, training judges and other profes-

sionals on the handling of child abuse and neglect 

cases. She served as President of the Blue Ridge 

Institute for Juvenile and Family Court Judges in 

2002. 

 Justice Stuart and her husband, George, 

have two sons, Tucker and Shepard, and a daugh-

ter, Kelly. They are grandparents of two grandchil-

dren, Sophie and Thomas. Justice Stuart is a mem-

ber and past president of several civic organiza-

tions: the Heritage Junior Women's Club, the Bay 

Minette Kiwanis Club; and the Jubilee Woman's 

Club. She serves on the Board of Directors of the 

Alabama Federation of Women's Clubs. Lyn and 

George are members of the First United Methodist 

Church of Bay Minette, where Lyn serves as a 

member of the Church Council, sings in the choir, 

and teaches an adult Sunday School class. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Associate Justice Michael F. Bolin was 

born in, and is a lifetime resident of, Jefferson 

County, Alabama. He attended elementary 

school in Birmingham, being accepted into the 

first magnet school for scholastic achievement. 

He then attended Homewood Junior High 

School, and graduated from Shades Valley High 

School in 1966 as a member of the National 

Honor Society. In 1970, he received his B.S. in 

Business Administration from Samford Univer-

sity. In 1973, he received his J.D. from Cumber-

land School of Law, graduating cum laude. At 

Cumberland, he was on the Dean's List and 

served as Associate Editor of the Cumberland-

Samford Law Review. He was later inducted 

into Curia Honors, Cumberland's leadership and 

honor society. 

 Justice Bolin was a practicing attorney in 

Birmingham from 1973 through 1988, when he 

was elected as Probate Judge of Jefferson Coun-

ty. He was re-elected to that position in 1994 

and 2000. He served in that position until his 

election to the Alabama Supreme Court in 2004, 

and began serving as an Associate Justice in 

January 2005. 

 Justice Bolin was active in the Alabama 

Probate Judges Association, serving as chairman 

of various association committees. He was elect-

ed by his peers as President, Secretary, and 

Treasurer of the Probate Judges Association. He 

served on the Children's Code Committee, Pro-

bate Procedures Committee, Adoption Commit-

tee, and Paternity Committee of the Alabama 

Law Institute. He authored the Putative Father 

Registry law in Alabama, which protects the 

rights of all parties in adoption proceedings. He 

received the national award from the "Angels of 

Adoption" organization in Washington, D.C. in 

2000 for his service to adoptive families. He ad-

ditionally served as Chief Election Official, 

Chairman of the Alabama Electronic Voting 

Committee, and as Vice Chairman of the Gover-

nor's Commission on Consolidation, Efficiency, 

and Funding in 2003. He is a member of the 

Vestavia-Hoover Kiwanis Club. 

 Justice Bolin and his wife, Rosemary, have 

one daughter, Leigh Anne. They attend St. Peter 

the Apostle Church in Hoover. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Associate Justice Tom Parker was first 

elected to the Alabama Supreme Court in 2004 

and then re-elected in 2010 and in 2016. 

 He previously was the Deputy Adminis-

trative Director of Courts, where he served as 

General Counsel for the Alabama court system, 

advising trial court judges, and as the Director of 

the Alabama Judicial College, providing training 

for new judges and continuing legal education for 

all the trial judges in Alabama.  He also served as 

the Legal Adviser to the Chief Justice. 

 Parker graduated cum laude from Dart-

mouth College, in Hanover, New Hampshire, and 

received his Juris Doctorate from Vanderbilt Uni-

versity School of Law, in Nashville, Tennes-

see.  He won a Rotary International Fellowship to 

study law at the University of Sao Paulo School 

of Law, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where he was the 

first foreign student in Brazilôs most prestigious 

law school. 

 Justice Parker served in the Alabama At-

torney Generalôs Office under then Alabama At-

torneys General Jeff Sessions and Bill Pryor.  As 

an Assistant Attorney General, he handled death 

penalty cases, criminal appeals, and constitutional 

litigation.  He has extensive experience in writing 

appellate briefs and with oral arguments before 

the Supreme Court and the Court of Criminal Ap-

peals.  Previously, he was a partner in Parker & 

Kotouc, P.C., a Montgomery law firm that han-

dled many high-profile constitutional cases. 

 Tom Parker was founding Executive Di-

rector of the Alabama Family Alliance (now the 

Alabama Policy Institute) and, later, the founding 

Executive Director for the Alabama Family Ad-

vocates, which were state organizations associat-

ed with Dr. James Dobson and Focus on the Fam-

ily.  He lobbied for family values in the Alabama 

Legislature.  Parker has appeared on Focus on the 

Family, with Dr. James Dobson, The 700 Club, 

with Dr. Pat Robertson, the McNeil-Leher News 

Hour, For the Record, and numerous radio pro-

grams around the country. 

 Justice Parker is a Montgomery native -- 

the son of the late Tommy Parker and Gloria Par-

ker Pennington, and the step-son of the late Harry 

L. Pennington of Huntsville.  He was elected Stu-

dent Body President at Montgomeryôs Sidney La-

nier High School and Speaker of the House of 

both YMCA Youth Legislature and Boysô State. 

 

Justice Parker and his wife, the former Dottie 

James of Auburn, have been married for 36 years. 

Dottie served as Supervisor of the Alabama Gover-

nor's Mansion during the administration of Ala-

bama Governor Fob James.  They are members of 

Frazer Memorial United Methodist Church. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 

 Associate Justice James Gregory (Greg) 

Shaw was born in 1957 and raised in Birming-

ham, where he graduated from Banks High 

School. Justice Shaw graduated from Auburn 

University in 1979, receiving a B.S. degree with a 

major in Chemistry. He is married to S. Samantha 

"Sam" Shaw. Justice Shaw met Sam while at Au-

burn, and they married in August 1980, just be-

fore Justice Shaw's second year of law school. 

Sam was elected Alabama's State Auditor in 2006 

and reelected in 2010. 

 

 In 1982, Justice Shaw graduated in the top 

10% of his class from Samford University's Cum-

berland School of Law. While at Cumberland, he 

received the American Jurisprudence Award for 

excellence in the study of evidence under Profes-

sor Charles Gamble, the author of the preeminent 

evidence treatise in Alabama. 

 

 After his admission to the Alabama State 

Bar in 1982, Justice Shaw worked with a small 

law firm in St. Clair County. He later started his 

own general law practice in Birmingham. In the 

fall of 1984, Justice Shaw joined the staff of Su-

preme Court Associate Justice Janie L. Shores 

and moved to Montgomery. After serving as Jus-

tice Shores' staff attorney for one year, he joined 

the staff of Supreme Court Associate Justice 

James Gorman Houston, Jr., in the fall of 1985, 

where he served as Justice Houston's senior staff 

attorney for over 15 years. Justice Shaw was 

elected to the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals 

in 2000 and was re-elected to the Court in 2006. 

On March 16, 2007, Justice Shaw was appointed 

Chief Judge of the Alabama Court of the Judici-

ary. Justice Shaw served on both the Alabama 

Court of Criminal Appeals and the Alabama 

Court of the Judiciary until January 20, 2009, 

when, after being elected in 2008, he assumed the 

office of Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 

of Alabama. 

 

Justice Shaw completed the Master of Laws Pro-

gram at the University of Virginia School of Law 

in 2004, receiving the degree of Master of Laws 

(LL.M.) in the Judicial Process. He graduated 

with 30 other state and federal judges selected 

nationwide and he is one of only 3 judges from 

Alabama to participate in the program. Justice 

Shaw is an Honorary Master of the Bench of the 

Hugh Maddox Inn of Court in Montgomery. 

 

 Justice and Mrs. Shaw have two sons. 

Gregory graduated from the United States Mili-

tary Academy at West Point in 2007 with a de-

gree in mechanical engineering and is now em-

ployed with Owens-Corning. He is married to Dr. 

Elise Shaw. Christopher, "CJ," graduated in May 

2009 from Georgia Tech with an honors degree in 

mechanical engineering and is now employed 

with J. H. Wright & Associates. He is married to 

Dr. Nicole Shaw. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME 
COURT 

OF ALABAMA 

  Associate Justice James Allen (Jim) Main 

currently serves as a Justice on the Supreme Court 

of Alabama having previously served as a Judge on 

the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals. He also 

served as Director of Finance for the State of Ala-

bama. The Finance Director is the Chief Financial 

Officer (CFO) of the state, as well as policy advisor 

to the Governor. 

 Prior to becoming Finance Director in 

2004, Judge Main served as Senior Counsel to 

Gov. Riley and Chief of Staff and Legal Advisor 

to Gov. Fob James. Other public service includes 

terms as Anniston City Attorney, Lineville City 

Judge and City Attorney for Oxford, Alabama. 

 Judge Main was in private law practice in 

Anniston (beginning in 1972) and Montgomery 

(beginning in 1989). During the 30+ years of ac-

tive practice of law, he was counsel in numerous 

precedent-setting cases before the Alabama Su-

preme Court and the United States Supreme 

Court. 

 Judge Main is a member of a number of 

professional organizations including the Alabama 

Bar Association where he is a founding Fellow of 

the Alabama Law Foundation, past-President of 

the American Pharmacists Association, past-

President of the Alabama Pharmacy Association, 

past-Chairman of the Dean's Counsel for the Au-

burn School of Pharmacy, a past member of the 

Alabama Commission on Higher Education and a 

science and technology fellow of the Advanced 

Science and Technology Adjudication (ASTAR). 

He is actively involved in his local church and 

has served as Sunday school teacher, deacon and 

short-term missionary. 

 Judge Main has received numerous awards, 

including the Parke Davis Leadership Award; the 

Bowl of Hygeia, the most widely recognized in-

ternational symbol for the profession of pharma-

cy today; the Distinguished Alumnus Award 

from Auburn University School of Pharmacy; the 

President's Award from the American Society of 

Pharmacy and Law; and member of Alabama 

Healthcare Hall of Fame Class of 2012. He has 

long served on various local and state boards and 

commissions and was named Outstanding Young 

Man of Anniston in 1975 for his contribution to 

the community. 

 He has been married to Gale for 46 years, 

is the father of Jay Main, Saxon Main and Ashley 

Parker and the proud grandfather of Mary Kathe-

rine, Mac, McLeod, Tom and Walker. Judge 

Main received a bachelor of science (B.S.) de-

gree in pharmacy from Auburn University and a 

juris doctorate (JD) degree from the University 

of Alabama. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Associate Justice Kelli Wise, a graduate 

of Prattville High School, received a B.S. in Biol-

ogy, with a minor in Nursing, from Auburn Uni-

versity and a Juris Doctorate from Jones School 

of Law. She later earned a Master of Public Ad-

ministration from Auburn University Montgom-

ery where Justice Wise was the recipient of the 

2005 Outstanding Graduate Award by the AUM 

Department of Political Science and Public Ad-

ministration. Recently, Justice Wise was honored 

to be named as one of AUM's Top 40 Graduates 

during the Universityôs 40th Anniversary Cele-

bration. 

 

 During her legal career, Justice Wise 

worked in the Governor's Legislative Office, 

served as legal counsel for ProStaff HRM, Inc., 

and was associated with the law firms of John Ta-

ber & Associates and Pittman, Pittman, Carwie & 

Fuquay. Prior to her election to the bench, she 

served as a staff attorney on the Court of Criminal 

Appeals and the Alabama Supreme Court. Justice 

Wise was first elected to the Alabama Court of 

Criminal Appeals in 2000 becoming  the youngest 

woman ever elected to sit on an Alabama Appel-

late Court. She was re-elected in 2006 and was lat-

er selected to serve as Presiding Judge of the Ala-

bama Court of Criminal Appeals. Justice Wise was 

elected to the Supreme Court of Alabama in 2010 

and is assigned to the Stuart Division. 

 

 Committed to helping at-risk children, Jus-

tice Wise was appointed by Governor Bob Riley to 

serve on the Alabama Council on Juvenile Justice 

and Delinquency Prevention in 2003 and reap-

pointed in 2006. Judge Wise currently serves on 

the Alabama Law Institute Criminal Code Com-

mittee tasked with helping to re-write the Alabama 

Criminal Code and the Advisory Committee on 

Criminal Procedure. In addition, Judge Wise 

serves on the board of directors for the Family 

Sunshine Center, Distinguished Young Woman of 

Alabama, Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, 

Hands On River Region, Junior League of       

Montgomery and Max Credit Union. 

 

 Justice Wise and her husband, former                     

Montgomery County District Court Judge Arthur 

Ray, are the proud parents of Hanah-Mathis, a 

sophomore at St. James School. They are active 

members of St. James United Methodist Church. 
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 
OF ALABAMA 

  Associate Justice Tommy Elias Bryan 

was raised on a family farm in Crenshaw County, 

Alabama, where his parents taught him the values 

of faith, family, and hard work. He is the son of 

Margie Spivey Bryan and the late Elias Daniel Bry-

an. 

 A 1974 graduate of Brantley High School, 

Justice Bryan continued his education at Troy 

State University, where he received Bachelor of 

Science and Master of Science degrees in educa-

tion. In 1983, he graduated from Jones School of 

Law. After graduating from law school, Justice 

Bryan served as a staff attorney for the Alabama 

Court of Criminal Appeals. 

 

 In 1987, Justice Bryan became an assistant 

attorney general for the State of Alabama, serving 

as an associate general counsel for Alabama's envi-

ronmental department. In this position he gained 

valuable experience in defending and interpreting 

highly technical and scientific regulations and 

standards, as well as drafting administrative orders 

and reviewing legislation pertaining to environ-

mental issues. 

 

 In 2004, Justice Bryan successfully cam-

paigned for a seat on the Alabama Court of Civil 

Appeals and was sworn into office as a Judge on 

that court in January 2005. Justice Bryan was vic-

torious in his own reelection effort to the Court of 

Civil Appeals in November 2010. In 2012, Justice 

Bryan was elected to the Alabama Supreme Court. 

Also, in 2012, Justice Bryan was named "Judge of 

the Year" by the Family Law Section of the Ala-

bama State Bar. 

 

 Justice Bryan is a member of the Alabama 

Bar Association, where he serves as a member of 

the Environmental Law and Appellate Practice 

Sections, and he has served as vice chairman of the 

Quality of Life Committee. He is also a member of 

the Montgomery County Bar Association. He has 

been admitted to practice before the United States 

Supreme Court and the United States Courts of 

Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and the District of 

Columbia. 

 

 Justice Bryan is married to the former Pam-

ela Mizzell from Tuscaloosa, and they have two 

children, a daughter, Thomason, and a son, Tuck-

er. The Bryan family attends Montgomery's First 

Baptist Church. Justice Bryan is a Deacon there 

and sings in the sanctuary choir. He also teaches a 

young-married-adult Sunday School class. 
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 Associate Justice William B. Sellers was 

appointed by Governor Kay Ivey in May 2017 to 

fill a vacancy on the Supreme Court of Alabama. 

 Justice Sellers received a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from Hillsdale College in 1985, a Juris Doc-

torate degree from the University of Alabama in 

1988, and a Masters of Laws degree in Taxation 

from New York University in 1989. Justice Sellers 

practiced law in Montgomery for 28 years. He 

maintained a general business practice with empha-

sis on taxation and business organizations and fi-

nance. A major part of Justice Sellers's practice in-

volved tax litigation. 

 Justice Sellers is a member of numerous 

civic organizations and professional associations. 

In 2012, he received the President's Award for ser-

vice to the Alabama Bar Association. In 2013, 

Governor Robert Bentley appointed Justice Sellers 

to the Alabama State Council on the Arts. In Au-

gust 2014, Justice Sellers was elected chairman of 

the Fair Ballot Commission. Since 2014, he has 

served as the community liaison with the Interna-

tional Officers School at Maxwell Air Force Base. 

He is past president of the Rotary Club of Mont-

gomery, past chairman of the Montgomery Area 

Business Committee for the Arts, chairman of the 

River Region United Way Campaign in 2008, and 

past chairman of the YMCA of Greater Montgom-

ery. Justice Sellers was a member of the Electoral 

College in 2004, 2008, 2012, and 2016. 

 Justice Sellers is admitted to practice before 

the Supreme Court of Alabama, the District of Co-

lumbia Court of Appeals, the United States Su-

preme Court, the United States District Courts for 

the Middle and Northern Districts of Alabama, the 

United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh 

Circuit, and the United States Tax Court. He is a 

member of the American Bar Association, the Ala-

bama State Bar, the Montgomery County Bar As-

sociation, and the District of Columbia Bar. 

 Justice Sellers and his wife, Lee, have been 

married for 28 years. They have three children. 

Justice and Mrs. Sellers reside in Montgomery.
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 Associate Justice Brady E. (Brad) 

Mendheim, Jr., was appointed to the Alabama Su-

preme Court on January 22, 2018, by Governor Kay 

Ivey to fill a vacancy created by the retirement of 

Associate Justice Glenn Murdock. Before his ap-

pointment, Justice Mendheim served as a circuit 

judge for the 20th Judicial Circuit (Henry and Hou-

ston Counties), a position he had held since 2009. 

From 2001 until 2009, Justice Mendheim served as 

a district judge in Houston County. From 2001 until 

his appointment as an Associate Justice, he was ap-

pointed specially by various Chief Justices to pre-

side over more than 250 cases in more than 40 Ala-

bama counties. 

 As a district and circuit judge, Justice 

Mendheim was a long-time faculty member of the 

Alabama Judicial College and an active member of 

the Circuit Judges Education Committee. Justice 

Mendheim has served on the Supreme Court's Advi-

sory Committee on the Rules of Civil Procedure, the 

Statewide Committee on Drug Courts, the Chief 

Justice's Judicial Reallocation Task Force, and the 

Weighted Caseload Committee. 

  

 Before becoming a judge in 2001, Justice 

Mendheim was an assistant district attorney for the 

20th Judicial Circuit for almost seven years. During 

that time he served on the board of directors of the 

Southeast Alabama Child Advocacy Center. Before 

becoming an assistant district attorney, he worked 

with a general-practice law firm in Dothan with a 

focus on defense in civil litigation. 

 Justice Mendheim attended Dothan city 

schools, graduating from Northview High School. 

He graduated from Auburn University with high 

honors and from Samford University's Cumberland 

School of Law in 1993. In law school, he was a 

member of the law review American Journal of Tri-

al Advocacy and also served as a legal-research and 

writing instructor to first-year law students. 

 Justice Mendheim's parents are the late 

Brady and Nancy Mendheim. Justice Mendheim 

and his wife, Michelle, who is from Piedmont, 

Alabama, have been married for more than 23 

years and they have three sons. Justice 

Mendheim and his family are longtime members 

of First Baptist Church of Dothan, where he 

serves as a Sunday school teacher, deacon, and 

church trustee. 
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 Julia Jordan Weller, a native of Mont-

gomery, Alabama, attended Hollins University 

and obtained her undergraduate degree from the 

University of Alabama in 1985. She obtained her 

Juris Doctorate from Cumberland School of Law 

in 1988. Since that time, she has served as a law 

clerk to the Honorable Joel F. Dubina on both the 

United States District Court and the United States 

Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 

 Mrs. Weller practiced law with firms in 

both Montgomery and Birmingham where, in ad-

dition to handling litigation throughout the State, 

she also served as an Administrative Law Judge 

for the State Health Planning and Development 

Agency. In 1998, Mrs. Weller became an Assis-

tant United States Attorney, eventually becoming 

the First Assistant United States Attorney (Chief 

of Staff) in the Middle District of Alabama. She 

later worked as the Chief Administrative Law 

Judge for the State Personnel Board and thereafter 

as the Chief Administrative Law Judge for the 

Office of Attorney General. She became the Clerk 

of the Supreme Court of Alabama on                 

July 16, 2013. 

 

 Mrs. Weller is married to Christopher W. 

Weller, Sr., a shareholder with the law firm of Ca-

pell and Howard in Montgomery, Alabama. The 

Wellers have two children, Christopher Weller, Jr. 

and Florence Weller, and attend St. Peter Catholic 

Church. 
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THE SUPREME COURT OF ALABAMA  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2017 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

Case Type 
Cases 

Docketed 

Cases 

Disposed 

Avg. Days 

to Disp. * 

Through-

put 

Pending 

at Start 

Pending 

at End 

Net 

Change 

Cases 

Filed 

Advisory Opinion 1 1 1 5 100.00 1 1 0 

Direct Appeal 413 435 190 105.32 230 208 -22 413 

Certified Question 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the 

Court of Criminal Appeals 
326 332 54 101.84 52 46 -6 326 

Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the 

Court of Criminal Appeals (DEATH 

PENALTY) 

26 29 556 111.53 56 53 -3 26 

Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the 

Court of Civil Appeals  
123 111 82 90.24 25 37 12 123 

Miscellaneous Criminal Petition 21 19 21 90.47 1 3 2 21 

Miscellaneous Civil Petition 5 5 22 100.00 3 3 0 5 

Petition for Permission to Appeal 7 10 189 142.85 5 2 -3 7 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus:   

Criminal 
72 72 61 100.00 12 12 0 72 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus: 

Criminal (DEATH PENALTY) 
1 1 1 9 100.00 0 0 0 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus:  Civil 229 217 112 94.75 56 68 12 229 

REPORT TOTAL 1,224 1,232 118 100.65 441 433 -8 1,224 

Cases Disposed by Deflection:    113   9.17% CASES DISPOSED THROUGH MEDIATION         61 

CASES DISPOSED AFTER REINSTATEMENT FROM MEDIATION   127 

DECISIONS IN DISPOSED CASES: 

# of Decisions WITHOUT OPINION:     1,114 

# of Decisions WITH OPINION:                118

REHEARINGS: 

# of Rehearings FILED:       71 

# of Rehearing RULINGS:  47 

REINSTATEMENTS: 

Number of Reinstated Cases:                        7 

Number of Reinstated Cases Disposed:        7 

* Calculations based on the # of days from the start of the case to the finalizing entry in the docket, normally the issuance of the Certificate of Judgement. 
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Seated, from left to right::  Judge Samuel Henry Welch, Presiding Judge Mary Becker Windom, and Judge J. Elizabeth Kellum. 
Standing, from left to right::  Judge Liles C. Burke and Judge J. Michael Joiner. 

T he Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals is a five-judge court having exclusive appellate 

jurisdiction of all criminal cases, including all post-

conviction writs arising therefrom.  The Court has 

authority to issue remedial writs necessary to give 

it general superintendence and control over all trial 

courts exercising jurisdiction in criminal proceed-

ings.  Judgments of the Court of Criminal Appeals 

are subject to discretionary review by the Supreme 

Court of Alabama. 

FILINGS 

 During the FY 2018 Term, the Court of Crimi-

nal Appeals had a total caseload of 1,958 cases, of 

which 1,248 were new filings. The 1,248 new fil-

ings in the FY 2018 Term represent a 8.03% de-

crease in filings from the preceding term, and a 

30.84% decrease in filings from the number of fil-

ings five years earlier. The Alabama Court of 

Criminal Appeals, with 249 filings per judge, annu-

ally, ranks fourth highest nationally, among all in-

termediate courts of appeal, according to statistics 

maintained by the National Center for State Courts.  

DISPOSITIONS 

 In the FY 2018 Term, the Court of Criminal 

Appeals disposed of 1,385 cases - 952 appeals and 

433 petitions. The Courtôs throughput for the FY 

2018 Term was 111% causing the Court to begin 

the FY 2019 Term with 137 fewer cases than were 
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pending at the start of the FY 2018 Term. (See Ta-

ble 3 for an analysis of the dispositions.) 

DECISIONS 

 The Court of Criminals Appeals issued 734 de-

cisions in submitted appeals during the FY 2018 

Term. Of these decisions, trial court judgments 

were affirmed in 615 appeals; trial court judgments 

were reversed and the causes were remanded in 26 

appeals; 18 appeals were dismissed; 67 appeals 

were remanded to the trial courts with directions; 6 

appeals were affirmed in part and reversed in part; 

1 appeal was affirmed in part and dismissed in part;  

and 11 appeals were transferred to other courts. 

Written opinions were released in 57 appeals. 

Memorandum decisions were released in 596 ap-

peals. The court issued 81 orders in submitted cas-

es. Of those 81 orders 26 orders were dispositive in 

nature, and 55 orders remanded the matter to the 

trial court with directions. Out of the 434 original 

petitions that were disposed in the FY 2018 Term, 

11 petitions (2.53% of the total) were granted by 

the Court. 

TIME STANDARDS 

 In 1989, the Supreme Court, by order, set a 280

-day time standards goal that ran from notice of 

appeal or the filing of a petition to the initial deci-

sion. In April 1995, the original goal was modified 

to conform to the Time Standards Reference Mod-

els recommended by the American Bar Associa-

tion. The current goal is to issue rulings in 75% of 

all cases within 290 days from their start, and 95% 

of all cases within 365 days. In the FY 2018 Term, 

91% of all initial decisions by the Court of Crimi-

nal Appeals were released within the 290 days, 

thus surpassing the 75% goal for the 290-day peri-

od by 16%, and 95% were released within 365 

days, thus meeting the 95% goal for the 365-day 

period. In the FY 2018 Term, the average time 

from start to the initial decision in all cases de-

creased by 13 days, from 163 days in the FY 2017 

Term to 150 days in the FY 2018 Term. The aver-

age time from start to the initial decision in submit-

ted cases decreased by 5 days, from 224 days dur-

ing the FY 2017 Term to 219 days during the FY 

2018 Term. (See Table 4 for five year summary of 

Courtôs Time Standards Performance.) 
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 Presiding Judge Mary Becker Windom was 

elected to the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals in 

2008, and became the Court's Presiding Judge in 2012. 

Judge Windom was born in Mobile and was raised in 

Bay Minette in a family dedicated to public service. 

Her late mother, Ina Becker, was the former Tax As-

sessor of Baldwin County. Her late father, Earl V. 

Becker, was a rural mail carrier for more than 40 

years. Judge Windom attended public schools in Bay 

Minette, graduating from Baldwin County High 

School in 1977 in the top of her class. In 1982, she 

earned her bachelor's degree from the University of 

South Alabama. 

 

 Following her graduation, Judge Windom 

worked to help build the local economy, working for 

two Chambers of Commerce. She served as Executive 

Director of the Bay Minette Chamber of Commerce, 

then as Director of Membership for the Mobile Area 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

 Ultimately, she decided to return to school to 

earn her law degree. She graduated magna cum laude 

from the Thomas Goode Jones School of Law at 

Faulkner University in Montgomery in 1999. While in 

law school, she served on the Board of Editors of the 

Jones Law Review. 

 

 Judge Windom began her legal career in pri-

vate practice and later became an Assistant United 

States Attorney in the Southern District of Alabama. 

Immediately prior to joining the Court of Criminal 

Appeals, she served as a Deputy Attorney General for 

the State of Alabama. 

  

 She is a member of the Mobile and Montgom-

ery Bar Associations. She is admitted to practice in the 

United States District Court for the Southern District 

of Alabama, in the United States Court of Appeals for 

the Eleventh Circuit, and in the Supreme Court of the 

United States. She presently serves on the Alabama 

Supreme Court Advisory Committee on the Rules of 

Criminal Procedure. She has also served on the Chief 

Justice's Commission on Professionalism and the Judi-

cial Study Commission Sub-Committee on Indigent 

Defense. Additionally, Judge Windom has served as a 

Special Justice for the Alabama Supreme Court. 

 

 Judge Windom has served the communities in 

which she has lived by serving on the Board of Direc-

tors of Junior Achievement of Mobile, the National 

Board of Distinguished Young Women, the Board of 

Directors of the Montgomery Humane Society, and 

the Board of Directors of Alabama Children First. She 

is a current member of the Children's Harbor Anchor 

Society. 

 

 She is married to Steve Windom, who served 

in the Alabama State Senate from 1989-98. He also 

served as Lieutenant Governor from 1999-2003. They 

have two sons, Robert and Thomas. Both are attor-

neys: Robert is legal counsel at Apple, Inc., in Los 

Angeles, and Thomas is an Assistant United States 

Attorney in Maryland. They have three granddaugh-

ters and one grandson.  

  

 The Windoms are members of the Church of 

Christ. 



 

ANNUAL  REPORT                                      20 

   

         Judge Samuel Henry Welch was born in 

Carrollton, Georgia, in 1950 and grew up in Mon-

roeville, Alabama. He is the son of the late Dale and 

Henry Welch of Monroeville. 

 

 Judge Welch attended public schools in 

Monroeville. In 1968, he entered Patrick Henry Jun-

ior College, (now Alabama Southern Community 

College) in Monroeville, where he was president of 

the freshman class. He received his B.A., cum 

laude, from Birmingham-Southern College in 1972. 

While attending Birmingham-Southern, he was se-

lected to become a member of the service fraternity, 

Omicron Delta Kappa. 

 

 He received a Juris Doctorate from the Uni-

versity of Alabama School of Law in 1976. While at 

the University of Alabama he was selected as an 

editor of the Law & Psychology Review. He was 

also selected for the Bench and Bar Legal Honor 

Society and was awarded the American Jurispru-

dence Prize for Constitutional Law. 

 

 From 1976-1978, he was an associate in law 

firms in Birmingham and Demopolis. From 1978-

1979 he was managing director of Pine Belt Legal 

Services, a University of Alabama Legal Aid Pro-

gram, which served Monroe, Conecuh and Escam-

bia counties. From 1979-1983, he practiced law in 

Monroeville in a solo law firm. 

 

 His prior judicial experience includes ser-

vice from 1981-1983, as the Municipal Judge of the 

City of Monroeville; from 1983-1989, as the Dis-

trict Judge of Monroe County; and, from 1989-2007 

as the sole judge of the 35th Judicial Circuit encom-

passing Monroe and Conecuh counties. 

 

 Judge Welch is a retired colonel in the Unit-

ed States Army Reserve Judge Advocate General's 

Corps. He has served in the Alabama Air National 

Guard and Army Reserve since 1972. He is a veter-

an of the Gulf War, serving from 1990-1991 in Sau-

di Arabia, Kuwait, and Iraq. 

 

 He is a member of American Legion Post 61 

and James C. Marshall Post #8485, Veterans of For-

eign Wars, in Monroeville. 

 

 He has served as a Boy Scout troop leader, 

Little League coach, member of the founding board 

of Monroeville Community Concerts, and in many 

civic projects with the Kiwanis Club. In 1984, he 

helped found and was president of Parents Aware-

ness in Monroe County, a group to combat child 

abuse. Judge Welch is a lifelong member of First 

Baptist Church of Monroeville, where he has taught 

Sunday school and served as a counselor at 

Crosspoint. 

 

 He is married to the former Sandra Carol 

Phillips of Frisco City, Alabama. They have two chil-

dren, Bryon, a Sergeant in the United States Army 

serving as a crew chief on Blackhawk helicopters, 

and Allison living in Atlanta, Georgia. Allison re-

cently received her MBA, summa cum laude, and 

works at Porsche Motorworks. Sam and Carol are 

also blessed with a grandson, Benjamin Welch, and 

twin granddaughters, Lauren and Brooklyn Welch. 

JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CRIMINAL APPEALS  
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         Judge J. Elizabeth "Beth" Kellum grew up 

in the Tuscaloosa County town of Vance. She is the 

daughter of Peggy and Milton Kellum and has one 

brother, Brian Kellum. Growing up, Beth and her fam-

ily were members of Vance Baptist Church. Beth is a 

product of Alabama's public-school system, graduat-

ing from Brookwood High School in 1977. Beth was 

her high school's representative to Alabama Girls 

State; she was also named a National Merit Scholar, 

receiving a four-year scholarship which she used to 

attend the University of Alabama. 

 

 Judge Kellum received both her undergradu-

ate and law degrees from the University of Alabama -- 

a B.A. cum laude in May 1981, and a J.D. in May 

1984. As an undergraduate, she majored in political 

science and minored in history; she was a Dean's List 

student and was also elected to Phi Beta Kappa. As a 

result of her interest in government and public service, 

she worked as a congressional intern in Washington, 

D.C. in 1978, interning for her Congressman, Walter 

Flowers -- then the representative from Alabama's 

Seventh District. In law school she was active in nu-

merous activities, including the SBA Senate, Law 

Week, and Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternity; she also 

clerked part-time for a local circuit judge. She was 

awarded the American Jurisprudence prize for Securi-

ties Regulation in 1983, and the American Jurispru-

dence prize for Labor Law in 1984. 

 

 Although interested in many aspects of the 

law, Judge Kellum was particularly drawn to public 

service. After completing a judicial clerkship, she was 

hired in 1985 by Attorney General Charles Graddick 

as an Assistant Attorney General. She worked in the 

criminal appeals division where she primarily prose-

cuted appeals before the Court of Criminal Appeals 

and the Alabama Supreme Court; however, she also 

handled cases in the United States District Court for 

the Northern, Middle, and Southern Districts of Ala-

bama and the United States Court of Appeals for the 

Eleventh Circuit. Her work as an Assistant Attorney 

General led to an offer to become a Staff Attorney for 

the Court of Criminal Appeals from 1987 until 1990. 

 

 Judge Kellum then went into private practice 

with the Montgomery law firm of Robison & Belser, 

P.A., working on a wide variety of civil and criminal 

cases in state and federal courts that dealt with diverse 

and complex legal issues. While Judge Kellum en-

joyed private practice and the challenging cases she 

worked on, she realized that she had never lost her 

desire for public service -- a desire that led her back to 

the Court of Criminal Appeals in 1997 to work as a 

Senior Staff Attorney for the newly-elected Judge Jean 

Brown. She worked as a Senior Staff Attorney for the 

Alabama Supreme Court from 1999 until 2001, before 

returning to the Court of Criminal Appeals as the Sen-

ior Staff Attorney for then newly-elected Judge Kelli 

Wise. After working with appellate judges on a day-to

-day basis, she qualified as a candidate for the Court 

of Criminal Appeals and was elected to the Court in 

November 2008. 

 

 Judge Kellum is a member of the First Baptist 

Church of Montgomery. She has served as a docent at 

the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, and is a mem-

ber of a number of professional, civic, and political 

organizations -- including the Montgomery County 

Bar Association, Farrah Law Alumni Society, Ala-

bama Bench and Bar Historical Society, League of 

Women Voters, Federalist Society, Landmarks Foun-

dation of Montgomery, and various Republican organ-

izations. Her hobbies include reading, bridge, travel-

ing, genealogy, and music. 
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 Judge Liles Burke is a native of Mar-

shall County, Alabama, and the son of Claud and 

Sharon Burke, and Jane and the late Sid McDon-

ald. He attended public schools in the City of 

Arab and then received his undergraduate degree 

from The University of Alabama in 1991. In 

1994, he earned his law degree from The Univer-

sity of Alabama School of Law. While there, he 

served as the student member of The University 

of Alabama Board of Trustees, and was inducted 

as a member of Omicron Delta Kappa Honor So-

ciety and The Jasons. 

 

 He was admitted to practice in the Ala-

bama Supreme Court and the U.S. Courts in 

1994 and began the practice of law with his fa-

ther in the firm now known as Burke, Beuoy & 

Maze, handling a wide variety of civil and crimi-

nal cases. He served as both Arab's Municipal 

Prosecutor and City Attorney during that time, 

and in 2001 was named the Municipal Judge for 

the City of Arab. He held that office until 2006 

when he was appointed Marshall County District 

Judge by Governor Bob Riley. In 2008 Judge 

Burke was elected to a full term on the District 

Court, without opposition. 

 

 Judge Burke began Marshall County's 

first family drug court, and along with District 

Judge Tim Riley, implemented one of Alabama's 

first domestic violence courts. Additionally, he 

served as an officer in both the Alabama District 

Judges Association and the Alabama Juvenile 

Judges Association. 

 

 In February of 2011, Judge Burke was 

named by Governor Robert Bentley to the Ala-

bama Court of Criminal Appeals, filling the of-

fice left vacant by the election of Judge Kelli 

Wise to the Alabama Supreme Court. He was 

elected to a six-year term in 2012 without oppo-

sition. 

 

 Judge Burke has been active over the past 

many years in several charitable and community 

organizations, leading the Marshall County Unit-

ed Way fund drive and serving as President of 

the Arab Chamber of Commerce. He is a Repub-

lican, a Rotarian, and an alumnus of Leadership 

Alabama. Judge Burke is currently serving as the 

President of the Alabama Appellate Judges As-

sociation. He also serves as an officer in the 

Judge Advocate General's (JAG) Corps of the 

Alabama Army National Guard, and is assigned 

to the 122nd Troop Support Command in Selma, 

Alabama. 

 

 Judge Burke is married to the former Na-

talie Jones of Jasper, Alabama. They have two 

children, Camilla Jane and Claud Liles II. The 

Burkes are active members of the First United 

Methodist Church of Arab, where Judge Burke 

serves as the Assistant Organist. 
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 Judge J. Michael Joiner is a lifetime resident 

of Shelby County, Alabama. He is the son of Hubert 

and Christine Joiner of Columbiana. His father, Hu-

bert, retired after 35 years of service with Alabama 

Power. His mother, Christine, worked with the U.S. 

Postal Service, serving at various offices in Shelby 

County. His only brother is a physician practicing in 

Birmingham. 

 

 In 1975, Judge Joiner graduated from Indian 

Springs High School. He earned a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from Samford University in 1979. In 1982, he 

graduated from Cumberland School of Law where he 

served as Research Editor of the Cumberland Law 

Review and was a member of the Cumberland Moot 

Court Board. 

 

 After graduating from Cumberland School of 

Law, Judge Joiner practiced law in Shelby County for 

ten years. While practicing law, he served as Secretary 

of the Shelby County Republican party, and President 

of the Alabaster/Pelham Rotary Club, and was a mem-

ber of the Shelby County Economic Development 

Council and the North Shelby Chamber of Commerce. 

In 1992, he was elected as a Circuit Judge. In Novem-

ber 2005, Judge Joiner was elected by his fellow Shel-

by County Judges as Presiding Circuit Judge. 

 

 As a Circuit Judge, Judge Joiner has handled 

thousands of civil, criminal, and domestic cases. As a 

result of handling criminal cases, especially death-

penalty cases involving drug-abusing teenage defend-

ants, he saw the dire need for a change in the way the 

criminal system deals with addiction. In 2002, he cre-

ated the Shelby County Drug Court, which has be-

come a model statewide. In 2007, he was appointed by 

Chief Justice Cobb as co-chair of a statewide Drug 

Court Task Force to implement Drug Courts in all 67 

counties in Alabama. While in that role, he was re-

sponsible for training all Drug Court judges and staff 

around the State. The Shelby County Drug Court pro-

gram has over 1,000 graduates and 200 current partici-

pants. 

 

 Judge Joiner was a member of the Executive 

Committee of the Circuit Judges Association and the 

Alabama Public Safety and Sentencing Coalition. He 

is also a member of the National Association of Drug 

Court Professionals (NADCP) and is the current Vice 

President/President-Elect of the Alabama Association 

of Drug Court Professionals (AADCP). 

  

 In February 2011, Judge Joiner was named by 

Governor Robert Bentley to the Alabama Court of 

Criminal Appeals, filling the office left vacant by the 

appointment of Justice James Allen Main to the Ala-

bama Supreme Court. In July 2011, Judge Joiner was 

honored as Republican of the Year by the Shelby 

County Republican Party. 

 

 He is an active member of The Church at 

Brookhills where he teaches a Bible study class. He 

previously served as Deacon and Chairman of the 

Shelby Baptist Association Credentials Committee. 

 

 Judge Joiner is married to Cathy Smith Joiner. 

Cathy is an RN and works in a local physician's prac-

tice. They have one daughter, Christy, who is a full-time 

college student. In his spare time, Judge Joiner enjoys 

running and golf. 
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 On June 26, 2012, Scott Mitchell was ap-

pointed Clerk of the Court of Criminal Appeals of 

Alabama, effective August 1, 2012. He is the 

fourth individual to serve as Clerk of the Court 

since its establishment in 1969. 

 

 A native of Wilcox County, he is the son 

of Curtis and Bonnie Mitchell. He received his 

early education at Wilcox Academy in Camden. 

In 1999, he received the Bachelor of Science de-

gree in business administration and history from 

Erskine College in Due West, South Carolina. 

While a student at Erskine, he served as senior 

class president. Mr. Mitchell received his Juris 

Doctor from the University of Alabama in 2002. 

 

 Upon graduation from law school, Mr. 

Mitchell entered private practice with the Mont-

gomery law firm of Beers, Anderson, Jackson, 

Hughes, and Patty, P.C. In 2006, he became a 

staff attorney for the Court of Criminal Appeals. 

From 2007 until 2009, he served as a staff attor-

ney for Chief Justice Sue Bell Cobb. He also 

served as Chief of Staff and Legislative Liaison 

for the chief justice from 2009 until 2011. From 

2011 until his appointment as Clerk of the Court 

of Criminal Appeals, Mr. Mitchell served as a 

staff attorney with the Alabama Administrative 

Office of Courts. 

 

 Mr. Mitchell served on the Board of Trus-

tees of his alma mater, Erskine College, from 

2005 until 2011. At the age of 32, he was elected 

Chairman of the Erskine College Board of Trus-

tees and at the time was one of the youngest indi-

viduals in the nation to chair the governing board 

of an institution of higher learning. Erskine Col-

lege awarded him its Outstanding Young Alumni 

Award in 2009. Mr. Mitchell was a member of 

Class V of the Alabama State Bar Leadership Fo-

rum. He currently serves on the executive com-

mittee of the National Conference of Appellate 

Court Clerks. 

 

 Mr. Mitchell is married to the former Mary 

Martin Majors who serves as assistant counsel with 

the Alabama Department of Revenue. The Mitch-

ells attend St. John's Episcopal Church. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2017 THROUGH  SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

CASES DOCKETED AND DISPOSED 

FY 2018 TERM (TABLE 1) 

Cases Docketed Number of Cases 

Cases Carried Forward from FY 2017 Term 710 

New Cases 1,248 

Total Cases Before the Court 1,958 

Total Cases Disposed 1,385 

Cases Carried Forward to the FY 2019 Term 573 

  

  

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

ANALYSIS OF FILINGS BY CASE TYPE  

FY 2018 TERM (TABLE 2) 

Appeals 

# of  

Appeals by 

Type 

Change 

From Prior 

Year 

% of All  

Appeals 

% of Total 

Filings 

Convictions Appealed (Death) 3 -25% 0.36% 0.24% 

Convictions Appealed (Municipal) 5 -50% 0.59% 0.40% 

Convictions Appealed  (Other) 306 6.99% 36.30% 24.52% 

Rule 32 Appeals (Death) 10 -23.08% 1.19% 0.80% 

Rule 32 Appeals (Non-Death) 275 -17.66% 32.62% 22.04% 

Juvenile Appeals 20 11.11% 2.37% 1.60% 

Probation Revocation 90 -7.22% 10.68% 7.21% 

Restitution Order 7 75% 0.83%` 0.56% 

Mandamus Appeal 5 66.67% 0.59% 0.40% 

Certiorari Appeal 29 -38.30% 3.44% 2.32% 

Habeas Appeal 14 -26.32% 1.66% 1.12% 

State Pretrial Appeal 6 50% 0.71% 0.48% 

Contempt Adjudication 1 0.00% 0.12% 0.08% 

Motion to Reconsider Sentence 4 33.33% 0.47% 0.32% 

Other 68 -27.66% 8.07% 5.45% 

Total Number of Appeals Filed 843 -10.03 100.00% 67.55% 

Original Petitions 405 -3.57%  32.45% 

Total Cases Filed 1,248 -8.03%  100.00% 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  
OCTOBER 1, 2013 THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 2014 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

ANALYSIS OF DISPOSITIONS  

FY 2018 Term (TABLE 3) 

Appeals 

# of  

Appeals  

Disposed 

Change 

From Prior 

Year 

% of Appeals 

Disposed 

% of Total 

Dispositions 

Affirmed 627 -4.13% 65.86% 45.27% 

Reversed and Remanded 25 -19.35% 2.63% 1.81% 

Reversed and Rendered 0 -100% 0.00% 0.00% 

Affirmed in Part/Reversed in Part 5 25% 0.53% 0.36% 

Affirmed in Part/Dismissed in Part 2 0% 0.21% 0.14% 

Remanded with Directions 2 0% 0.21% 0.14% 

Dismissed After Submission 19 -40.63% 2.00% 1.37% 

Transferred by Order 8 -20% 0.84% 0.58% 

Dismissed Prior to Submission 264 -4% 27.73% 19.06% 

Consolidate with Another Appeal 0 -100% 0.00% 0.00% 

Total Appeals Disposed 952 -24.08% 100% 68.74% 

Petitions 

# of  

Appeals  

Disposed 

Change 

From Prior 

Year 

% of Appeals 

Disposed 

% of Total 

Dispositions 

Granted 9 -30.77% 2.08% 0.65% 

Denied/Dismissed 354 8.59% 81.76% 25.56% 

Granted in Part/Denied in Part 0 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Stricken 15 -53.13% 3.46% 1.08% 

Transferred 52 -22.39% 12.01% 3.75% 

DisposedðDocketed in Error 3 300% 0.69% 0.22% 

Total Petitions Disposed 433 -2.26% 100% 31.26% 

Total Dispositions 1,385 -18.39%  100% 

ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2017 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2017 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

TIME STANDARDS PERFORMANCE 

FOR FY 2014 THROUGH FY 2018 (TABLE 4) 

 
FY 2014 

Term 

FY 2015 

Term 

FY 2016 

Term 

FY 2017 

Term 

FY 2018 

Term  

Percent of Cases Completed within 290 Days 92% 91% 88% 89% 91% 

Percent of Cases Completed within 365 Days 95% 95% 95% 95% 95^ 

Days Required to Complete 50% of the Cases 118 115 141 140 120 

Days Required to Complete 75% of the Cases 184 190 213 205 193 

Days Required to Complete 95% of the Cases 346 368 364 367 364 

Average Number of Days from Notice of Appeal to Decision 177 172 165 163 150 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS  

FOR FY 2014 THROUGH FY 2018 (TABLE 5) 

 
FY 2014 

Term 

FY 2015 

Term 

FY 2016 

Term 

FY 2017 

Term 

                         

Pct. Change 

FY2014 to 

FY 2018 

                  

Pct. Change 

FY2017 to      

FY2018  

FY2018 

Term  

Cases from Prior Term 1,035 1,035 986 806 -22.13% -11.91% 710 

New Filings 1,962 1,777 1,517 1,357 -30.84% -8.03% 1,248 

Cases Disposed 1,962 1,826 1,697 1,453 -25.94% -4.68% 1,385 

Cases Carried Over 1,035 986 806 710 -31.40% -19.30% 573 
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ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

T he Court of Civil Appeals, composed of a pre-siding judge and four associate judges, was 

created by the Alabama Legislature in 1969.  The 

Court has original appellate jurisdiction in all civil 

appeals where the amount in controversy does not 

exceed $50,000; in all appeals from administrative 

agencies, other than the Alabama Public Service 

Commission; in all appeals in workersô compensa-

tion cases; in all appeals in domestic relation cases, 

including annulment, divorce, adoption, and child 

custody; and in statutory cases, including Students 

First Act and SHPDA, among others. The Supreme 

Court may also transfer cases filed in that court to 

the Court of Civil Appeals for disposition. All deci-

sions of the Court are made en banc. Each judge is 

required to review each case submitted to the 

Court. 

 For FY 2018, the Court of Civil Appeals re-

ported a total caseload of 1,741 cases.  This figure 

includes 1,168 new filings and 573 cases that, at 

the close of the previous term, were not ready for 

submission, were on rehearing, or were on review 

to the Supreme Court of Alabama. 

Seated, from left to right:  Judge Craig Sorrell Pittman, Presiding Judge William C. Thompson, and Judge Terri Willingham Thomas; 
Standing, from left to right:  Judge Terry A. Moore and Judge Scott Donaldson 



 

 29                                                             ALABAMA UNIFIED  JUDICIAL  SYSTEM 

ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

 The Court of Civil Appeals disposed of 1,246 

cases.  Of this number, 249 cases or 19.98% were 

decided with written opinions. 

 Case filings in FY 2018 increased by 7.55% 

from FY 2017.  For the five-year period, FY 2014 

through FY 2018, filings decreased by 6.47%. 

 The total caseload of the Court increased by 

11.46% from the previous year.  During FY 2018 

the Court disposed of 1.246 cases: 249 were decid-

ed with opinion; 458 were affirmed without opin-

ion; 56 were either dismissed, or writs were grant-

ed or denied; and 483 were disposed before sub-

mission.  The average time from notice of appeal to 

written opinion was 203 days, compared to 195 

days for FY 2017. 

 Of the 763 cases disposed by opinion and sum-

mary affirmance, the Court affirmed the judgment 

of 66.97%, reversed the judgment in 7.73%, in 

3.93% of the cases the judgment was affirmed in 

part and reversed in part; and 21.37% were dis-

posed by dismissal or other reason. 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR REHEARING 

 An application for rehearing is the method by 

which one, or both, of the parties requests the 

Court to reconsider its earlier decision in a case.  

Of the cases that were disposed by submission and 

decision, 113 applications for rehearing were filed.  

Approximately 88.50% of the cases on rehearing 

had no change. 

 

REVIEW BY THE SUPREME COURT OF 

ALABAMA 

 The Supreme Court ruled on 119 petitions for 

certiorari from the Court of Civil Appeals during 

FY 2018.  Approximately 93.28% of those deci-

sions were upheld by the Supreme Court. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

 Judge William Cooper Thompson was 

born in January 1962. Judge Thompson grew up 

in Autauga and Elmore Counties. He attended 

the University of Alabama, where he completed 

his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1984. He attended 

the Cumberland School of Law at Samford Uni-

versity and was awarded his Juris Doctor degree 

in 1988. 

 

 Judge Thompson, a resident of Home-

wood, was elected to the Court of Civil Appeals 

in 1996 and was reelected to the court in 2002, 

2008, and 2014. He became presiding judge of 

the Court of Civil Appeals in 2007. Prior to 

serving as an appellate judge, Judge Thompson 

practiced law in both Birmingham and Mont-

gomery, including serving as the assistant legal 

advisor to the Governor of Alabama. 

 

 Judge Thompson is a member of the Ala-

bama Court Improvement Project Advisory 

Committee, the Chief Justice's Commission on 

Professionalism, and the Council of Chief Judg-

es of the State Courts of Appeal. He is also a 

member of the Appellate Rules Committee, the 

Legislative Coordinating Council, and the Judi-

cial System Study Commission. He is the chair-

man of the Committee on the Future of the Juve-

nile Justice System. He served for over 10 years 

as the chief judge of the Court of the Judiciary 

and is a former advisory board member of the 

Service Guild of Birmingham's Early Interven-

tion Program, a former member of the Alabama 

Juvenile Code Revision Committee, and a for-

mer member of the board of directors of Chil-

dren First. 

 

 He is married to the former Melinda 

Rainey of Greenville, Alabama and they have 

three children. The family attends St. Stephen's 

Episcopal Church. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

 

 Judge Craig Sorrell Pittman, the third of 

five sons of Dr. John Edwin Pittman and Marjorie 

Brunson Pittman, was born September 6, 1956, in 

Enterprise, Alabama. He graduated from Indian 

Springs School in Birmingham and Middlebury 

College in Vermont, where he received his Bach-

elor of Arts degree in Political Science with hon-

ors in 1978. In 1981 he was awarded a Doctor of 

Jurisprudence degree from the Cumberland 

School of Law of Samford University. He was 

admitted to the practice of law in the State of Ala-

bama in 1981 and in the State of Florida in 1982. 

 

 After graduating from law school, Judge 

Pittman clerked for Judge T. Virgil Pittman in the 

U.S. District Court of the Southern District of Al-

abama in Mobile from 1981-1983. He then prac-

ticed law in Mobile with the law firm of Hamil-

ton, Butler, Riddick, Tarlton and Sullivan from 

1983-1986. In 1986 he started his own firm which 

eventually became known as Pittman, Pittman, 

Carwie and Fuquay. He was a Deputy Attorney 

General during the administrations of Jeff Ses-

sions and Bill Pryor and General Counsel for the 

Alabama State Docks during the Fob James Ad-

ministration. 

 

 Judge Pittman is a member of the Judicial 

Inquiry Commission, the Mobile Bar Association, 

the Maritime Law Association, the Southeastern 

Admiralty Law Institute, the Alabama State Bar 

and the Florida Bar. He has practiced before all 

state courts in Alabama and Florida and is admit-

ted to practice in the federal courts of Alabama 

and the Northern and Middle Districts of Florida. 

 

 Judge Pittman is married to Janet Rich 

Pittman of Mobile. He has two children, Craig, Jr., 

and Jennifer Leigh. The Pittmans are members of 

Christ Church Cathedral in Mobile. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 Judge Terri Willingham Thomas, a na-

tive of Cullman, Alabama, achieved her Juris 

Doctorate from the Cumberland School of Law, 

and attained her undergraduate degrees from Ath-

ens State University and Wallace State Communi-

ty College. 

 

 Upon graduation from law school, Judge 

Thomas began practicing law in Cullman and 

soon after was elected as a District and Juvenile 

Court Judge in Cullman County where she served 

for 10 years. 

 

 In addition to acting as a District and Ju-

venile Court Judge, Judge Thomas served as Pres-

ident of the Alabama Juvenile and Family Courts 

Judges Association from 2004-2005, and on the 

Faculty of the Alabama Judicial College. She has 

also served as a member of Alabama's Juvenile 

Code Revision Committee, the Judicial System 

Legislative Coordinating Council, the Standing 

Committee on Juvenile Procedure, and the Stand-

ing Committee on Rules of Conduct and Canons 

of Judicial Ethics. 

 

 Judge Thomas is married to Dave Thomas 

and has four girls: Tara, Miranda, Ella and Eliza. 

She is an active member of Cullman Church of 

Christ. Judge Thomas was a founder and board 

member of Traditions Bank in Cullman and has 

served on the Children's First Board and the Chil-

dren's Policy Council. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 Judge Terry A. Moore is a 1990 graduate 

of the University of South Alabama. He graduated 

magna cum laude from the University of Alabama 

School of Law in 1993. Following graduation, he 

entered private practice in the Mobile, Alabama, 

office of Adams & Reese where he specialized in 

workers' compensation and civil litigation. In 

1998, he became a partner in the Mobile law firm 

of Vickers, Riis, Murray & Curran, LLC. In 2004, 

Moore co-founded Austill, Lewis, Pipkin & 

Moore, P.C., where he served as a member until 

his election to the Alabama Court of Civil Ap-

peals in 2006. 

 

 While practicing law, Moore published 

numerous articles in legal journals, law reviews, 

and seminars. In 1998, West Publishing issued 

Alabama Workers' Compensation, a two-volume 

treatise that was written by Moore between 1992 

and 1997. That treatise is now considered the 

leading authority on its subject by the appellate 

courts of Alabama, having been cited in dozens of 

cases. Moore has used the knowledge he gained 

from researching this book to teach workers' com-

pensation law to judges, lawyers, and workers' 

compensation professionals throughout the state 

and to provide pro bono services. 

 

 Judge Moore's greatest accomplishments 

have been his marriage and the birth of his two 

sons. He married the former Ashlee Stewart of Mo-

bile in 1992. In 1999, they welcomed Michael Al-

exander "Alex" Moore to the family and in 2003 

the family was completed with the birth of Thomas 

"Pierce" Moore. 
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JUDGES OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
CIVIL APPEALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 Judge Scott Donaldson received a B.S. 

degree in Commerce and Business Administration 

from the University of Alabama in 1981 and grad-

uated cum laude from the Cumberland School of 

Law in 1984. Judge Donaldson practiced law for 

over 18 years and was elected to the State Bar 

Commission and State Bar Disciplinary Commis-

sion. 

 

 From 2003-2013, he was a circuit judge 

for the Sixth Judicial Circuit. He chaired or 

served on numerous judicial committees and was 

a member of the Executive Committee of the Cir-

cuit Judge's Association. Judge Donaldson taught 

numerous courses for the Alabama Judicial Col-

lege. He has authored Improving Jury Service, 

The Alabama Lawyer (May 2012); Is it Time for 

the Plain English Jury Charge?, The Alabama 

Lawyer (January 2005); and Ex parte Interviews 

with Corporate Party Employees, The Alabama 

Lawyer (September 1992). 

 

 Judge Donaldson is a Fellow of the Ala-

bama Law Foundation, a graduate of Leadership 

Alabama, and a commissioner from Alabama on 

the National Uniform Law Commission. He is a 

faculty member at the National Judicial College 

where he has taught several advanced evidence 

courses to judges throughout the country, and has 

taught courses for judicial associations in several 

states. He has been an adjunct faculty member at 

the University of Alabama Law School and Busi-

ness School, and is a frequent speaker at legal and 

judicial education conferences on various topics. 

 

 Judge Donaldson has served on the board of 

directors for numerous civic organizations. He has 

been president of the Tuscaloosa City Schools PTA 

Council and other PTAs within the school system. 

He and his wife have two adult children. 
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CLERK OF THE ALABAMA COURT OF  
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 Rebecca C. Oates has been employed 

with the Court of Civil Appeals Clerk's Office 

since 1990. She served as the Appellate Media-

tion Administrator for the Court from 2004-2013 

and also as Assistant Clerk from 2005-2013. Mrs. 

Oates was appointed as Clerk of the Court of Civ-

il Appeals in January 2014. 

 

 Mrs. Oates received her Masters of Sci-

ence in Human Resources Management from 

Troy State University in 1998, Juris Doctor from 

Jones School of Law of Faulkner University in 

1994, and Bachelor of Science from Auburn Uni-

versity in 1981. 

 

 Mrs. Oates has been married to Spencer 

Oates for over 40 years and they have one son, 

Spence. She is a native of Prattville. Mrs. Oates is a 

Charter Member of Trinity United Methodist 

Church in Prattville where she serves as an usher 

and works with the Children's Ministry. 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2017 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS 

 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 

Cases Carried Over From Prior Year 665 625 576 476 573 

New Filings 1,097 1.072 1.018 1.086 1,168 

Total Caseload 1,762 1,697 1,594 1,562 1,741 

Cases Disposed 1,137 1,121 1,118 989 1,246 

Cases Carried Over To Next Year 625 576 476 573 495 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS 

Changes FY 2017 - FY 2018 Changes FY 2014 - FY 2018 
 

# of Cases % # of Cases % 

Cases Carried Over From Prior Year +97 20.38% -92 -13.83 

New Filings +82 7.55 +71 6.47 

Total Caseload +179 11.46 -21 -1.19 

Cases Disposed +257 25.99 +109 9.59 

Cases Carried Over To Next Year -78 -13.61 -130 -2.08 

     

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

CASES DOCKETED AND DISPOSED, FY 2018 

Cases Docketed 

Cases Carried Forward FY 2016 573 

New Cases 1,168 

Total Cases Pending Before the Court 1,741 

Cases Disposed 

Written Opinion 249 

Without Written Opinions 997 

Total Cases Disposed 1,246 

Cases Carried Forward to Next Term 495 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2017 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS WITH DECISIONS, FY 2018 

Types of Dispositions  

With Decisions 
# of Cases  # of Cases Without Opinions % of Total Decisions 

Affirmed 53 458 66.97 

Reversed 59 0 7.73 

Affirmed in Part/Reversed in Part 30 0 3.93 

*Other 107 56 21.37 

DECISIONS 249 514 100.00 

TOTAL OF DECISIONS 763 

*Other includes cases, dismissed, writs granted and denied, etc. 

Note:  Decisions reflect both cases with opinion and affirmed without opinion. (Disposed) 

Note:  3.16 percent of the cases requesting oral argument were argued. (Disposed) 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS WITHOUT WRITTEN OPINIONS, FY 2018 

Types of Dispositions  

Without Opinions 
# of Cases % of Other Dispositions 

Dismissed on Motion of Appellant 103 10.33 

Dismissed for Failure to Prosecute 120 12.04 

Dismissed on Joint Motion/Agreement 26 2.61 

Dismissed on Motion of Appellee 9 0.90 

Other (i.e., Untimely Filing, Moot) 175 17.55 

Transferred to Another Court for  

Lack of Jurisdiction 
106 10.63 

AffirmedðNo Opinion 458 45.94 

TOTAL 997 100.00 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

APPLICATIONS FOR REHEARING, FY 2018 

Case Type 
# of Cases Disposed by 

Submission and Decision 

# of Applications for Re-

hearing Filed 

% Rehearings on Cases  

Disposed by Submission  

and Decision 

Appeals and Extraordinary Writs 763 113 14.81 
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ALABAMA COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS  
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS REPORT  

OCTOBER 1, 2017 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

DISPOSITIONS OF RULING ON APPLICATIONS FOR REHEARING, FY 2018 

Case Type # of Applications for Rehearing 
% Disposed with Applications 

for Rehearing 

OverruledðNo Opinion 100 88.50 

GrantedðOriginal Opinion Withdrawn and Substituted 5 4.42 

OverruledðOriginal Opinion Withdrawn and Substituted 4 3.54 

Other 4 3.54 

TOTAL 113 100.00 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 

DISPOSITIONS OF CERTIORARI REVIEW, FY 2018 

Decision Total Cases % of Cases 

Denied 100 84.04 

Petition/Writ Quashed 7 5.88 

Affirmed 0 0 

Other 0 0 

Reversed and/or Remanded 5 4.20 

Dismissed 3 2.52 

Stricken 4 3.36 

TOTAL 119 100.00 
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SUPREME COURT AND STATE  
LAW LIBRARY 

T he Alabama Supreme Court and State Law Library is the oldest law library in Alabama.  Established 

in 1828 as the Library Society of the Bench and Bar of 

the Supreme Court, it was a private, nonprofit organiza-

tion with the purpose of providing a library for the 

ñexclusive use of the Bench and Bar of the Supreme 

Court of the State.ò  In the late 1800s, when the law 

library became a state agency, it was Alabamaôs largest 

research library and continues that tradition today, serv-

ing the Supreme Court of Alabama, the Courts of Crim-

inal and Civil Appeals, and all citizens of Alabama. 

 The Law Library has approximately 250,000 vol-

umes in its collection but is also fully automated with 

over 65 computers for staff and library users, including 

a state-of-the-art computer lab. The Library is one of 

the oldest United States Government Depository librar-

ies in the United States, having been designated a de-

pository in 1884. Currently, the Law Library occupies 

approximately 38,000 square feet with space for ap-

proximately 80 researchers. It is a public law library, 

with hours of operation from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., 

Monday through Friday. The Law Library collection 

contains all of the reported decisions of the state and 

federal appellate courts in the United States, and the 

statutes of all 50 states and the District of Columbia, 

plus Acts of Congress, the United States Code, and the 

regulations of the various agencies of the United States 

Government. The legal periodical collection is one of 

the best in the State with more than 1,000 titles. 

 The Law Libraryôs rare book collection is consid-

ered one of the finest in the southeastern United States. 

Its oldest book, Symbolaeographia, by William West, 

was published in 1605, seven years before the comple-

tion of the King James Version of the Bible. The collec-

tion includes over one-hundred 17th and 18th century 

law books and several thousand 19th century volumes. 

Unique to the collection are the briefs of the Alabama 

Supreme Court cases beginning in 1965, audio tapes of 

oral arguments of the Court beginning in 1979, and the 

papers of the Alabama Judicial College. 

 Beyond the role of the traditional library, the Su-

preme Court and State Law Library continues to pursue 

a strategic plan to remain on the forefront of technolo-

gy.  To this end, the Law Library provides public access 

to Westlaw computer-assisted legal research services, to 

all users so that they have access to the most sophisti-

cated legal research engines available. In this same way, 

the Law Library provides Westlaw access to the entire 

judicial branch of government so that judges, clerks, 

and other judicial branch employees will have access to 

legal information at their fingertips. The Law Library 

maintains an active website which includes the Rules of 

the State Courts of Alabama and access to the Law Li-

braryôs online catalog. Additionally, the Law Library 

has its own computerized public access catalog which 

includes the online catalogs of the Jefferson County 

Public Law Library, the Montgomery County Public 

Law Library, and the Elbert Parsons Public Law Library 

in Huntsville. All of which can be accessed from the 

Law Library website http://judicial.alabama.gov/

library.cfm. The Law Library also has an active pres-

ence on Facebook.  

 The Law Library showcases the Heflin-Torbert Ju-

dicial Building, the appellate process, and the history of 

the courts through a public education program. This 

program includes guided tours of the Court, their court-

rooms, museum exhibits, and the law library. Since 

1994, over 215,000 visitors, mostly fourth-grade stu-

dents, have participated in the judicial learning experi-

ence, understanding how the rule of law impacts our 

State and Nation.  

 The Junius Moore Riggs Portrait Collection is also 

a major part of the Law Library collection. In 1874, 

Marshal and Librarian Junius Moore Riggs began col-

lecting portraits of governors of the State to hang in the 

halls of Capitol and in the Law Library. By the time of 

his resignation in 1934, Riggs had collected 44 portraits 

including governors, chief justices, and associate justic-

es of the Court. The most notable portrait in the collec-

tion is that of Chief Justice George Goldthwaite, painted 

by Goldthwaiteôs grand-daughter, noted regional artist 

Ann Goldthwaite, which hangs in the Antebellum Gal-

lery in the Supreme Court. 

 In October of 2016, the Law Library, the Supreme 

Court of Alabama, the Federalist Society for Law & 

Public Policy Studies, and the Blackstone Center for 

Law and Liberty at Thomas Goode Jones School of 

Law at Faulkner University sponsored the exhibit, 

Magna Carta, An Enduring Legacy, 1215 ï 2015, creat-

ed by the joint effort of the Library of Congress, the 

Law Library of Congress, and the American Bar Asso-

ciation. The exhibit was on display from October 11th 

through the 31st in the Rotunda of the Heflin-Torbert 

Judicial Building. During this period, approximately 

1,000 visitors viewed the exhibit.  



 

ANNUAL  REPORT                                      40 

STATE LAW LIBRARIAN  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Timothy Alan Lewis, a native of Talladega, 

Alabama, was appointed by the Supreme Court as 

State Law Librarian and Acting Marshal of the Su-

preme Court of Alabama on June 1, 1992.  He served 

as Acting Marshal until 1993. 

 

  Mr. Lewis attended the public schools of Tal-

ladega, graduating from Talladega High School in 

1974.  He graduated from the University of Alabama, 

receiving his B.A. in English in 1979, his Master of 

Library Services in 1983, and his Juris Doctor in 

1984.  He was admitted to the Alabama State Bar As-

sociation in 1988.  Tim served as Assistant Director 

of the Library from 1984 until his appointment as 

State Law Librarian and Acting Marshal. 

 

  Mr. Lewis taught as Adjunct Professor of 

Law at the Jones School of Law from 1988 to 1992, 

and is currently an Adjunct Professor at Auburn Uni-

versity at Montgomery in both the Department of Jus-

tice and Public Safety and the Management Depart-

ment.  He has taught numerous courses on legal re-

search and computer-assisted legal research, and is 

the co-author of Alabama Practice Materials:  An 

Annotated Bibliography, 82 Law Library Journal 703 

(1990).  He is also the author of several articles in the 

Alabama Lawyer and has written several book re-

views. 

 

  Besides the Alabama State Bar, Mr. Lewis is 

a member of the Alabama Association of Law Librar-

ies, the Special Libraries Association, the Southeast-

ern Chapter of the American Association of Law Li-

braries, the Law Library Association of Alabama, the 

Alabama Library Association, and the Montgomery 

County Bar Association. 

 

  Mr. Lewis served as the Moderator of the 

Law Librarians Roundtable of the Alabama Library 

Association in 1989, President of the Law Library 

Association of Alabama from 1992 to 1993, the vice 

president for the Montgomery Judicial Chapter of the 

Alabama State Employees Association in 1995, the 

Coordinator of the Montgomery Area Library Re-

source Sharing Roundtable from 1995 to 1996, and 

served on the Board of Directors for the Center for 

Law and Civic Education at Cumberland School of 

Law, and the Board of Directors for the Law Magnet 

Program at Booker T. Washington Magnet School.  

He served as Local Arrangements Chair for the 2001 

Alabama Library Association Convention held in 

Montgomery. 

 

  Currently, Mr. Lewis serves as the Treasurer 

of the Alabama Library Association, as co-chair of 

the Alabama State Bar Law Day Subcommittee, is a 

member of the Board of Directors of Camp Chandler 

(YMCA), a member of the Appellate Library Stand-

ards Committee (AALL), and represents special li-

braries on the Library Services and Technology Act 

(LSTA) Advisory Council. 

 

  Mr. Lewis is married to Christine Whitesell 

of Montgomery, and they have two children, Laura 

and Rebecca.  He and his family attend the Episcopal 

Church of the Ascension in Montgomery where Mr. 

Lewis teaches 6th grade Sunday School, assists with 

the SOS Puppet Team, and is a member of the 1st 

Timothy Committee.  He has been a member of the 

Montgomery Lions Club since 1987. 
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  Bilee Kulhanek Cauley was born in West 

Homestead, Pennsylvania, near Pittsburgh, and was 

educated in the West Homestead and Homestead 

public schools. Ms. Cauley graduated from Eckerd 

College in St. Petersburg, Florida, in 1972 with a 

bachelor of arts degree in English literature. She 

received her juris doctorate in 1987 from the Jones 

School of Law, where she was awarded the James 

J. Carter Award for Scholarship, an award given to 

the student in each graduating class with the high-

est grade-point average. Ms. Cauley was admitted 

to the Alabama State Bar in 1988. 

 

 Ms. Cauley worked as a paralegal at the Mont-

gomery law firm of Johnson and Thorington from 

1979 until her graduation from law school. Upon 

graduation, she was employed at this firm as an 

associate. She was appointed assistant reporter of 

decisions for the Alabama appellate courts in July 

1989; she was the first person to occupy that newly 

created position. Effective October 1, 2001, she 

was appointed reporter of the decisions for the Ala-

bama appellate courts; she is the first woman to 

hold that position. 

 

 Ms. Cauley is a member of Capitol Heights 

United Methodist Church. She is an active member 

in the Association of Reporters of Judicial Deci-

sions, an international professional association; she 

served as the Associationôs president in 2004. 
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  Willie L. James was sworn in as Marshal 

of the Appellate Courts of Alabama on August 15, 

2001, by Chief Justice Roy Moore, becoming the 

twelfth marshal of the appellate courts. 

 

 Marshal James was born and raised in Mont-

gomery, Alabama.  Due to the death of his father at 

an early age, James and his eight siblings were 

raised by his mother.  Following his graduation 

from Booker T. Washington High School, James 

attended Southern University in Baton Rouge, Lou-

isiana, on a basketball scholarship.  He graduated 

with a degree in Business Management and Mar-

keting. 

 In 1973, James became a City Park Ranger, be-

ing promoted in 1980 to the position of Assistant 

Chief Ranger.  Following his retirement in 1993, he 

joined the Alabama appellate courts as a Deputy 

Marshal, and served in that position until his ap-

pointment as Marshal. 

 Marshal James is an active member of his 

church, where he is frequently involved in a variety 

of cooking projects.  He additionally serves as a 

basketball official and softball umpire and referee. 
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E stablished, in 1973, by Amendment 328 (the Judicial Article) to the Constitution of Ala-

bama, the Judicial Inquiry Commission is con-

vened permanently with authority to receive or ini-

tiate complaints and to conduct investigations con-

cerning any Alabama judgeôs alleged violation of 

the Alabama Canons of Judicial Ethics, misconduct 

in office, failure to perform judicial duties, or ina-

bility to perform judicial duties because of a physi-

cal or mental disability. The Commission is further 

authorized to file and prosecute, in the Court of the 

Judiciary, complaints upon the Commissionôs find-

ing a reasonable basis exists to charge an Alabama 

judge with Canon violations, misconduct, failure to 

perform duties, or inability to perform duties be-

cause of a physical or mental disability. In addition, 

the Commission may render, in its discretion, advi-

sory opinions to judges upon request. 

 The Judicial Inquiry Commission consists of 

nine members: an intermediate appellate judge, two 

circuit judges, a district judge, three laypersons, 

and two attorneys. The three laypersons and the 

district judge are appointed by the Governor and 

are subject to Senate confirmation; the two circuit 

judges are appointed by the Circuit Judgesô Associ-

ation; and the two attorneys are appointed by the 

Commissioners of the Alabama State Bar. The 

Commissioners serve four-year terms. 

 The Judicial Inquiry Commission carried 

over, to fiscal year 2018, 24 complaints against Al-

abama judges, and it received 150 complaints dur-

ing fiscal year 2018.  Of those 174 complaints, 132 

were dismissed, without investigation, on the Com-

missionôs findings each complaint did not present 

either a reasonable basis to charge, a claim within 

the Commissionôs jurisdiction, or an ethical viola-

tion, or a combination of any of those three.  In ad-

dition, the Commission completed investigations of 

18 complaints and subsequently dismissed those 

complaints or filed charges in the Court of Judici-

ary. (Investigation of five other complaints was 

carried over to fiscal year 2019.)  The Commission 

met with two judges about complaints against those 

judges, and the Commission subsequently dis-

missed one of those complaints. The Commission 

did not file any charges against a judge in the Court 

of the Judiciary.  In addition to the five complaints 

under investigation 18 complaints pending the 

Commissionôs consideration were carried over to 

fiscal year 2019. 

JUDICIAL INQUIRY COMMISSION 

Billy C. Bedsole, Chairman 
Attorney 
Mobile 

 
David Kimberley, First Vice Chairman 
Circuit Judge, 16th Judicial Circuit 

Gadsden 
 

Randall L. Cole, Second Vice Chairman 
Presiding Judge, 9th Judicial Circuit 

Fort Payne 
 

David Scott 
Scott Builders Supply, Inc. 

Opelika 
(resigned March 2018) 

 
Craig Pittman 

Judge, Court of Civil Appeals 
Montgomery 

(Replaced September 2018)  
 

Dr. David Thrasher 
Physician 
Montgomery 

(Resigned March 2018) 
 

Ralph Malone 
Horizonôs ,LLC 
Huntsville 

 
Maibeth Porter 
Attorney 
Birmingham 

 

Stacia Robinson 

Benechoice Companies 

Montgomery 

(Appointed March 2018) 
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JUDICIAL INQUIRY COMMISSION 

(CONTINUED) 

 

William ñBoò Matthews 

Bo Matthews Center for Excellence 

Huntsville 

(Appointed March 2018)  

 

George N. Hardesty, Jr. 

District Judge 

Mobile 
 

William C. Thompson 

Presiding Judge, Court of Civil Appeals 

Birmingham 

(Appointed September 2018) 

 
 

Jenny M. Garrett, Executive Director 
 

Chandra Brown, Assistant Executive Director 

 
Rosa H. Davis, Counsel 

 
Bill Gunter, Staff Attorney 
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COURT OF THE  
JUDICIARY 

The Court of the Judiciary is a nine-member body 

that hears complaints filed by the Judicial Inquiry 

Commission. The Court is composed of one judge 

of an appellate court, other than the Supreme Court 

of Alabama, who shall be selected by the Supreme 

Court of Alabama and shall serve as Chief Judge of 

the Court of the Judiciary; two judges of the circuit 

court, who shall be selected by the Circuit Judgesô 

Association; one district judge who shall be select-

ed by the District Judgesô Association; two mem-

bers of the state bar, who shall be selected by the 

governing body of the Alabama State Bar; and 

three persons who are not lawyers who shall be ap-

pointed by the Governor. Members appointed by 

the Governor shall be subject to Senate confirma-

tion before serving.  

 

 The Court has the authority to enter the follow-

ing sanctions for a violation of a Canon of Judicial 

Ethics: removal from office, suspension with or 

without pay, censure, retire a judge who is physi-

cally or mentally unable to perform their judicial 

duties, or apply such other sanctions as may be pre-

scribed by law. 

 

 Decisions of the Court of the Judiciary may be 

appealed to the Supreme Court of Alabama, which 

reviews the record of proceedings on the law and 

the facts. The Supreme Court of Alabama shall 

adopt rules governing the procedures of the Court 

of the Judiciary. 

 

 The clerk of the Court of Civil Appeals serves 

as secretary of the Court of the Judiciary. 

 There were no complaints filed with the Court 

by the Judicial Inquiry Commission during FY 

2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Court of the Judiciary are:  

J. Michael Joiner (Chief Judge)  
Through September 14, 2018 
Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals 

Montgomery 
 

Scott Donaldson (Chief Judge) 
Effective September 15, 2018 
Judge, Court of Civil Appeals 

Montgomery 
 

Jeffrey T. Brock  
District Judge, Conecuh County 

Evergreen 
 

Lucinda Samford Cannon 
Opelika 

 
Jana Russell Garner 

Selma 
 

Walter Body 
Birmingham 

 
Steven E. Haddock 

Decatur 
 

L. Gwaltney McCollum, Jr.,  
Birmingham 

 
Laura Petro,  

Circuit Judge, 10th Judicial Circuit 
Birmingham  

 
S. Dagnal Rowe, Sr.,  

Huntsville 
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T he Chief Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court is the chief administrative officer of the 

Stateôs court system and is authorized to appoint an 

Administrative Director of Courts (ADC) and other 

personnel to assist in the performance of adminis-

trative responsibilities.  This constitutionally creat-

ed entity overseeing Alabamaôs Unified Judiciary 

is called the Administrative Office of Courts 

(AOC). 

 The Alabama Unified Judicial System is a state

-funded court system consisting of the Supreme 

Court and two intermediate courts of appeal, the 

Court of Criminal Appeals and the Court of Civil 

Appeals.  The systems also includes the trial courts 

of general jurisdictions (the circuit courts) and the 

courts of limited jurisdiction (the district, probate, 

and municipal courts).  Municipal courts receive 

training and technical assistance from the AOC alt-

hough judges and court personnel are selected by 

and answerable to their city governments.  Probate 

judges and their staff are county employees. 

 The AOC, under the direction of the Adminis-

trative Director of Courts, is charged with provid-

ing the centralized, state-level administrative sup-

port necessary to the operation of the State court 

system, which includes the development of im-

proved procedures and systems to increase the op-

erational capacity of the courts, the collection and 

dissemination of information necessary for the de-

velopment of policy, and the efficient operation of 

the courts.  Alabama was one of the first states in 

the nation to have a unified state court system with 

uniform procedures and centralized administrative 

services.  The Unified Judicial System of Alabama 

(UJS) has been in existence since 1977. 

 The AOC carries out its responsibilities through 

a network of specialized divisions.  This necessary 

link within the court system successfully imple-

ments plans addressing the training, educational, 

and developmental needs of officials and employ-

ees of the Unified Judicial System.  These tasks are 

implemented in part by and through the Alabama 

Judicial College, along with the support of 

statewide technological expertise and implementa-

tion of the Information Technology Divisions. 

 The AOC also houses basic support depart-

ments such as Human Resources and Finance, but 

there exists more specialized departments such as 

the Family Court Division, the Legal Division, and 

the Public Information Office.  The AOC is most 

specifically made up of talented individuals from 

many walks of life serving the needs of their fellow 

citizens. 

 The Information Technology (IT) Division pro-

vides the support necessary for the day-to-day busi-

ness operations of the Unified Judicial System both 

in the trial courts and the Administrative Office  of 

Courts.  The IT Division aids in the enhancement 

of administrative functions using technology and 

coordinates with state agencies regarding sharing 

of services and information.  The IT Division 

makes available public information to the criminal 

justice community, social and juvenile services, 

and the public as a whole.  Additionally, this divi-

sion offers online services to all 67 counties at all 

court sites, juvenile offices, and pardons and pa-

roles offices.  Finally, the IT Division maintains 

current UJS applications as well as new develop-

ments and upgrades.  

 The IT Division, the largest area of operation 

within the AOC, is responsible for the development 

and maintenance of automation within the UJS.  

The sections in this area include:  Applications Pro-

gramming, Information Technology Support, Infor-

mation Technology Helpdesk, Mainframe, and 

Networking. 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  
DIVISION  
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APPLICATIONS PROGRAMMING  

 This section is responsible for the development 

and the maintenance of all automated systems sup-

porting the information management needs of the 

UJS.  This section designs, develops, tests, imple-

ments and maintains the mainframe and server-

based applications that comprise the Alabama 

Statewide Judicial Information Systems (SJIS). 

 Project management functions are provided to 

judicial system contractors and business partners.  

On a daily basis, this section performs system anal-

ysis, develops product specifications, tests, ap-

proves and implements new systems, and serves as 

a mediator between user groups and contractors. 

 One of the premiere case management applica-

tions in the nation can be found in Alabama; 

MIDAS (Model Integrated Defendant Access Sys-

tem) was developed for use by Alabama Court Re-

ferral Officers in 2003.  The application allows us-

ers the opportunity to manage offenders from one 

application;  court records, criminal and driving 

histories and case management functionality are 

available in one location. 

 In 2005 MIDAS was rewritten with new func-

tionality that allowed Drug Courts, District Attor-

neys, and Community Corrections Officers to uti-

lize the application.  In 2007, MIDAS was rewrit-

ten for the third time.  Also in 2007, Juvenile Pro-

bation Officers saw the impact MIDAS was mak-

ing as a complete defendant case management tool 

and released their version of MIDAS, named JU-

PITIR (Juvenile Probation Intake Treatment Inte-

grated Resource), in the summer of 2009. 

 In February 2010 a new in-house helpdesk 

trouble ticketing system was deployed.  SHARK 

(Service Helpdesk Assistance Repair and 

Knowledge) provides an avenue for UJS users to 

report and track technical support issues by submit-

ting a ñticketò via a website interface. SHARK al-

lows user requests for assistance to be acted upon 

in a timelier manner than previous error reporting 

methods. 

 In 2012 the UJS Portal was created to provide a 

centralized website for court staff to get the latest 

news and updated forms and manuals. 

 In 2013 the Court Referral Education Program 

was added to the MIDAS application and is cur-

rently being utilized by half of the Court Referral 

Instructors statewide.  This module is used to pro-

vide a link between the Court Referral Officer and 

the Court Referral Education Program.  It allows 

the instructor to manage bookkeeping, journals and 

other information relating to a defendantôs progress 

within the Court Referral Education Program. 

       Also in 2013, the eWorksheets application was 

rewritten with enhanced security and functionality 

along with a significant amount of upgrades to bet-

ter serve the courts using the latest technology. 

This application is used to complete sentencing 

worksheets by District Attorneys and other court 

staff in all counties, whereas prior to the 2013 

changes only a handful of counties utilized the ap-

plication. Between October, 2013 and May, 2015 

approximately 30,000 worksheets had been entered 

into the system.  

 In 2015 the eTranscripts application was rewrit-

ten utilizing the most current technology available 

so as to improve performance, compatibility and 

security issues.  The eTranscripts application is a 

web-based tool designed to assist circuit clerks and 

the Alabama Department of Corrections create and 

process electronic inmate sentence transcripts. 

 In 2016 the Alacourt.gov website was rede-

signed with a more modern look and feel; it was 

also designed to be compatible with mobile based 

devices for easier use. 

 

 In 2016, all file transfers were migrated to a 

new centralized and secure process utilizing our 

MoveIT DMZ, WS_FTP and MoveIT Central soft-

ware developed by IPSwitch. It also allows users to 
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securely transfer sensitive or large files between 

other users or organizations. 

 In 2017 the Conferences website was complete-

ly rewritten with a more modern look and feel along 

with providing support for mobile devices. The 

Conferences website is a web-based tool designed 

to allow the Judicial College to create conference 

events on their own via new administration screens. 

Users log in to the Conferenceôs site to sign up for 

conferences and training events statewide and to 

view their Continuing Education Units/Credits.  

 In 2018 Applications staff created approximate-

ly 15 county-level websites, adding to the 16 county 

websites created in FY 2017.  Local websites are 

created to assist the public and to reduce the num-

ber of telephone calls received in the various clerksô 

offices.  

 Also in 2018, the applications staff established a 

website for the Alabama WINGS (Working Inter-

disciplinary Network of Guardian Stakeholders) 

Program, whose mission is to deliver information, 

resources and tools throughout the legal system and 

to the public - as a means of providing appropriate 

decision-making supports and protective services to 

individuals.   

 Most recently in 2018, the Applications staff 

created and launched an event calendaring system 

used for scheduling building-wide events at the He-

flin-Torbert Judicial Building.  

 The Applications Staff is currently working on 

numerous projects that are scheduled for deploy-

ment during the next 12 months. These projects in-

clude the following: 

¶ Modernization of the JUPITIR Application. The 

JUPITIR application is a web-based case man-

agement tool for Juvenile Probation Officers in 

the State of Alabama.  The application will be 

rewritten to provide a more streamlined and 

fault tolerant system, while using the most cur-

rent technology available. 

 

 

 

¶ Modernization of the CASPER Application. 

The CASPER application is a web-based tool 

designed to assign and manage jurors in a court 

room. It continues in pilot phase in only a few 

counties and will require redesign of the inter-

face to provide compatibility with the latest web 

browsers. 

¶ County and Circuit Website Development. Ulti-

mately, a total of approximately 100 websites 

are planned for circuit clerks, judges and other 

judicial entities. The sitesô primary users will 

have the ability to update their siteôs content, as 

required. 

¶ Application Maintenance Project.  Ongoing pro-

jects to ensure that modifications and enhance-

ments are made to existing applications to im-

prove security and optimize performance will 

continue on, into FY 2019. 

¶ Court Cost Changes and Legislative Updates. 

Each year Legislative Acts routinely create the 

need for programming changes to SJIS - usually 

updates to fee schedules in various local juris-

dictions, but periodically to statewide fee sched-

ules, as well.  Other common programming ac-

tions necessitated by specific legislation include 

addition or deletion of criminal charge codes; 

meeting inter-agency data exchange require-

ments; and ad hoc management reporting func-

tions. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) SUPPORT 

 The Information Technology (IT) Support sec-

tion provides training and support of technology 

related projects.  Typical project management du-

ties include staffing a telephone support desk and 

ticket management system, application training, 

video conferencing, preparing narrative reports, 

preparing manuals, creating online tutorials, testing 

of applications, and processing requirements for 

application development.  IT Support serves as the 

liaison between the users and the technical staff.   

 In 2018 IT Support updated the Pro Se Associa-

tion menu, added an electronic means to accept res-

titution payments made with a credit card, added 

Complaint eDocketing to the circuit clerkôs menu 
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(CV, DV and SM)  and gave district attorneys 

statewide access to Youthful Offender and Juvenile 

case details and images in Alacourt.  

 IT Support has completed just under 1,000 

SHARK tickets and assisted with over 16,500 in-

bound calls this year as well as just under 17,000 

outbound calls totaling approximately 33,500 calls 

handled in FY 2018.  

 Goals for FY 2019 include the continued 

development, implementation and training of 

statewide criminal e-filing, as well as Phase II of 

traffic eOrder and batch TR Order (Continuance, 

Nol Pros and Dismissal only); electronic certified 

mail process; electronic court notice option to pro 

se parties in lieu of mailers; AlacourtPlus e-Certify 

(certified court documents) for circuit and district 

courts; electronic transfer of case and images be-

tween counties; AlaFile publication options; con-

tinued statewide deployment of eWarrants (WMS), 

including interfacing with ALEAôs eCrime soft-

ware; updating and recoding the eAppellate appli-

cation to improve functionality and performance.  

FY 2018 General Statistics 

              Totals and/or Average per Month 

¶ AlaPay Financial - $62,925,713.56 ($5,243,809   

per month)  

¶ AlaPay Transactions ï 459,087 (38,257 per 

month) 

 
¶ AlaVault Pages Scanned ï 15,868,589   

       (1,322,382 per month)  

 

¶ AlaVault Documents Scanned ï 4,082,654 

(340,221 per month) 

 

¶ AlaFile New Complaints eFiled ï 191,354 

(15,946 per month) 

 

¶ AlaFile Motions eFiled ï 1,074,098  

       (89,508 per month) 

 

¶ AlaFile Orders by Judges ï 1,653,970  

       (137,831 per month) 

 

¶ AlaFile Registered Attorneys ï 361  (30 per 

month)     *15,557 (to date) 

 

¶ AlaFile Registered Pro Se ï 352  (27 per month)      

*1,995 (to date) 

 

¶ AlaFile Total Attorney Filings ï 2,198,565  

(183,214 per month) 

 

¶ eCitations ï 225,335 (18,778 per month) 

 

¶ eAppellate ï 1,390 (116 per month) 

 

¶ eTranscripts ï 35,174  (2,931 per month)   

Applications Supported: 

¶ AlaCourtPlus 

¶ AlaCourt.com 

¶ AlaFile 

¶ AlaVault 

¶ AlaPay 

¶ eAppellate 

¶ eCitation (eSearch and eSwear) 

¶ eTranscripts 

¶ eWarrants (Warrant Management System) 

MAINFRAME 

 The Mainframe Section of the IT Division is 

responsible for the availability of the Statewide Ju-

dicial Information System (SJIS) which handles an 

average of one million transactions per day.  

Among its responsibilities are making sure the 

online aspects of the system are available and oper-

ating at optimum performance, providing assis-

tance to users concerning report output, maintain-

ing mainframe equipment at user sites, and han-

dling large volumes of mailed output. 

 The mainframe system is constantly monitored 

to make sure there are no problems that could af-

fect the SJIS users and others that require infor-
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mation from SJIS.  The Mainframe Section is re-

sponsible for the safety of SJIS data and provides 

for data integrity and timely backups of all data on a 

daily basis.  The Mainframe Section also ensures 

that all mainframe software is up-to-date and config-

ured properly as well as providing technical support 

to other sections of the AOC. 

PRINTSHOP 

 The AOC Print shop is responsible for pro-

ducing envelopes for all of the UJS officials as well 

as multipart forms and other products as requested.  

As of the end of 2017 we have printed over 9 mil-

lion envelopes since installing the new envelope 

printer in August of 2013. We now have much faster 

order turn around and service to the courts.  The re-

duced cost of supplies for the new printer has ena-

bled us to save money while providing much better 

service.  

NETWORKING 

 Information Technology (IT) Infrastructure 

Management is responsible for the day-to-day oper-

ations of the Alabama Unified Judicial Systemôs 

network and servers, providing services to over 

3,000 users spread over 125 locations utilizing serv-

er and networking recourses located at the Alabama 

Judicial Building Data Center.  Helpdesk personnel 

receive 1,000 calls for assistance each month. 

Responsible for engineering and managing: 

¶ Wired and wireless connectivity (T1, DSL, 

MPLS, MPLSDSL, FIBER) 

¶ Firewalls, virus, and spam protection 

¶ Servers and databases 

¶ Remote network access via VPN clients 

¶ 24/7 monitoring and problem resolution 

¶ Authentication and authorization services 

through Active Directory 

¶ Point-to-point data connections to outside agen-

cies 

¶ Electronic Mail Services 

SJIS HELPDESK  

 The State Judicial Information (SJIS) Helpdesk 

provides technical assistance, training, and problem 

resolution to users of the SJIS. Noteworthy accom-

plishments this reporting period include:  

¶ Responded to an average of over 5,000 phone 

calls per month; 3,000 emails per month; and 

500 skype messages per month.  

¶ Submitted and monitored an average of 75 trou-

ble tickets per month. 

¶ Administered control over the SJIS access sys-

tem. 

¶ Maintained judge master records, clerk master 

records, enforcement system profiles and fee 

system profiles. 

¶ Assisted users with monthly accounting system 

closeouts and day-to-day bookkeeping issues. 

PC HELPDESK 

The PC Helpdesk is responsible for providing infor-

mation technology (IT) support to all Alabama Judi-

cial system personnel.  This IT support includes but 

is not limited to PCs, laptops, printers, scanners, and 

other technology devices.   

  

In 2018, the PC Helpdesk processed over 3,000 Ser-

vice Helpdesk, Assistance, Report, and Knowledge 

(SHARK) tickets and received approximately 

20,000 telephone calls.   

  

 The I.T. Division also began Windows 10 Oper-

ating System testing, and completed the replacement 

of Public Access desktops with VDI terminals 

across the UJS network during FY2017.  Users con-

tinue to experience and enjoy the benefits of Mi-

crosoft Office 365 applications from anywhere they 

can get an internet connection, using most any Win-

dows, Macintosh or Android  device, without the 

headaches of updating and maintaining these appli-

cations.  
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TRIAL COURTS 

 The Trial Courts Section of the IT Division 

serves the trial courts through the SJIS Helpdesk, 

Traffic Call Center, Income Tax Intercept Program, 

and Accounting/Bookkeeping Program.  

The Income Tax Intercept Program interacts with 

the public, as well as the trial courts, in providing 

information that streamlines the collection of court 

ordered monies and assists circuit clerksô offices by 

diverting information inquiries to a central loca-

tion.  In fiscal year 2018  $1,972,068.11 was recov-

ered in delinquent court ordered monies through 

this section. 

 The SJIS Helpdesk and Accounting/

Bookkeeping Program provide technical assistance 

with the processes of the State Judicial Information 

System (SJIS) through training, manuals, inquiries, 

and problem resolution. 

       The Traffic Call Center handled 93,862 cases 

and collected $18,160,864.86 in court fines and 

fees in fiscal year 2018.   

 

 The relationship between substance abuse, 

criminal activity, violence, increasing court case-

loads, prison overcrowding, recidivism, death, and 

injury are well documented.  Costs associated with 

these problems are staggering in terms of financial 

hardship as well as human tragedy. 

DRUG COURTS 

 Alabama currently faces severe issues with 

prison overcrowding.  Model Drug Courts are one 

way of dealing with this problem.  Drug Courts 

represent the coordinated efforts of the judiciary, 

prosecution, defense, probation, law enforcement, 

mental health, social services, and the treatment 

community to actively and forcefully intervene and 

break the cycle of substance abuse, addiction and 

crime. 

 Currently, there are 56 adult Drug Courts in 

Alabamaôs 67 counties. On average, there are 3,200 

active adult Drug Court participants each month in 

Alabama. Drug Courts are utilized as an alternative 

sentencing method to: (1) assist non-violent offend-

ers who have committed offenses while under the 

influence of alcohol or drugs to be given the oppor-

tunity to turn their lives around, and (2) make the 

public safer while reducing the demand for prison 

space. Alabama also features several other Problem

-Solving Courts (specialized courts modeled after 

Drug Courts focused on addressing other underly-

ing issues of chronic criminal behaviors) including 

15 Family Drug Courts with an average of 270 ac-

tive participants, 11 Juvenile Drug Courts with an 

average of 140 active participants, 26 Veterans 

Courts (9 combined with Drug Courts) with an av-

erage of 200 active participants, and 11 Mental 

Health Courts with an average of 300 active partici-

pants. 

COURT REFERRAL OFFICER AND EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS 

 The Court Referral Officer (CRO) Program be-

gan in 1985 as a pilot program to assist judges in 

early identification and placement of DUI offenders 

as one method of reducing the devastating problem 

of drunk driving.  Since the implementation of the 

Mandatory Treatment Act of 1990, Court Referral 

Officers have provided services to defendants in a 

broader spectrum of cases related to alcohol and 

drug use or abuse.  The CRO and Court Referral 

Education Programs are Alabamaôs legacy pro-

grams when dealing with alcohol and drug offens-

es. 

 CROs are a key ingredient in Alabamaôs com-

prehensive approach to the management of cases 

involving substance abuse or other related issues.  

Utilizing the Operational Screening Criteria they 

provide a thorough evaluation and make the appro-

priate recommendations for each defendant.  This 
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important information will ensure placement of 

each defendant in the most appropriate program to 

supplement traditional judicial sanctions. 

 

 Local Court Referral Programs were developed 

to assist defendants with alcohol and drug abuse-

related offenses with education and/or treatment 

referral services to be able to act as ñresource bro-

kersò within local communities.  These programs 

have been designed to be used in conjunction with 

court orders and not as a replacement for judicial 

sanctions. 

 In fiscal year 2018, 20,431 defendants were 

evaluated and referred for education or treatment.  

Of these defendants, 2,401 were placed in the Lev-

el I education programs, 9,782 were placed in the 

Level II education programs, 7,886 were referred 

to Level III outpatient or inpatient programs and 14 

were placed in the Youth & Juvenile Course.  

There were 106,711 monitoring sessions conducted 

in FY 2018.  

 The AOC certifies and contracts with 25 agen-

cies to provide alcohol and drug education pro-

grams and more than 100 CROs to evaluate de-

fendants and provide monitoring sessions through-

out the state.  The Court Referral Program receives 

no General Fund monies. 

 Many Community Corrections and Drug Court 

programs across Alabama include Court Referral 

Officers.  The meshing of these important pro-

grams has been met with broad success. 

 The Alabama Judicial College, a section of the 

Education and Planning Division of the Adminis-

trative Office of Courts, is charged with the imple-

mentation of a comprehensive plan that addresses 

the educational, developmental, and training needs 

of members of the Unified Judicial System. Contin-

uing education and training programs administered 

by the Alabama Judicial College recognize the ca-

reer development needs of court officials and em-

ployees. The College develops and coordinates 

over 75 meetings on a yearly basis which include 

on-site and off-site conferences, regional trainings, 

and seminars for officials and employees of the cir-

cuit, district, municipal courts, and guardians ad 

litem. Since its inception the College has followed 

a comprehensive model of adult learning theory 

which emphasizes continuing education of all court 

officials and staff to enhance the proper administra-

tion of justice. 

 

 During Fiscal Year 2018 the Alabama Judicial 

College planned and facilitated four (4) municipal 

magistrate orientation programs with over 125 new 

magistrates being certified; 16 off-site training con-

ferences that served over 3,250 Unified Judicial 

System officials and employees; one (1) drug court 

and veteranôs court conference which 215 partici-

pants attended; and 145 guardians ad litem were 

either certified or re-certified. Also, in FY 2018 the 

Alabama Judicial College continued to conduct nu-

merous in-house trainings and meetings with over 

1,500 court officials and employees participating. 

In addition, the Alabama Judicial College main-

tained certifications with the Continuing Legal Ed-

ucation requirements for over 325 Municipal Judg-

es. The Judicial College awarded 112 Continuing 

Education Hour Certificates during 2018 . 

 The Family Court Division provides services in 

seven different, but related, areas for the Alabama 

judicial system.  Those areas include: 

¶ Unified Family Courts 

¶ Juvenile Probation Services 

¶ Access and Visitation Grant Program 

¶ Court Improvement Program Grants 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE  
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¶ Judicial Volunteer Program 

¶ Child Support/Referees 

¶ Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Grant 

 The goal of this division is to provide a wide 

array of services so that the juvenile and family 

courts can be more efficient and effective for fami-

lies and children in Alabama. 

UNIFIED FAMILY COURTS 

 The concept of a unified family court is to 

place cases dealing with juvenile and family law in 

one court in order to serve the families more effec-

tively and efficiently.  Family Courts or family 

court divisions have been established, either by 

statute or local act, in the following counties: 

¶ Calhoun 

¶ Cleburne 

¶ Dale 

¶ Geneva 

¶ Henry 

¶ Houston 

¶ Jefferson 

¶ Lee 

¶ Madison 

¶ Marshall 

¶ Mobile 

¶ Montgomery 

¶ Russell 

¶ Tuscaloosa 

JUVENILE PROBATION SERVICES 

 The Family Court Division manages the State 

Juvenile Probation Officer Program, which was 

created in 2000 in response to the mandate of the 

Alabama Legislature in Ä 12-5A-1, Ala. Code 

1975, that a comprehensive system of juvenile pro-

bation services be developed, implemented, and 

administered by the Administrative Office of 

Courts.  

 Juvenile probation officers are an integral part 

of the juvenile justice system.  Juvenile probation 

officers perform a variety of services which are es-

sential to the proper operation of the juvenile courts 

including working primarily with youths who are 

alleged to be delinquent or in need of supervision. 

 The functions of the Family Court Division, 

with respect to juvenile probation officers, include 

the establishment of statewide guidelines, certifica-

tion, and training standards.  Currently, there are 

266 juvenile probation officers statewide. Of those, 

174 are employed by the Unified Judicial System, 

along with 16 UJS juvenile support personnel. 

These personnel serve 62 of Alabamaôs 67 coun-

ties. The program provides juvenile probation sala-

ry subsidies to the five counties in which juvenile 

probation officers are county employees. 

ACCESS AND VISITATION GRANT PROGRAM 

 The Administrative Office of Courts, through 

the Family Court Division and the Alabama Law 

Foundation, Inc., administered the federally-funded 

Access and Visitation Grant Program, the goal of 

which is to develop programs and services to im-

prove noncustodial parentsô access to and visitation 

with their children. The grant has an Advisory 

Committee, chaired by the Honorable Adrian John-

son, District Judge of Lowndes County. Funds 

from the grant are primarily used to fund eight sub-

grantee programs that provide one or more of the 

following services: mediation of visitation issues; 

parenting education programs; development of par-

enting plans; counseling; neutral drop-off/pick-up; 

supervised visitation; and visitation enforcement. 

COURT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (CIP) GRANTS 

BASIC CIP GRANT 

 The Basic CIP grant is a federally-funded pro-

gram that has been administered by the AOC since 

FY 1995.  The goal of the grant is to streamline 

juvenile court procedures and processes so that 

children adjudicated dependent may be placed in 
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safe, permanent homes as quickly as possible. The 

primary activities of the Grant include the follow-

ing: 

¶ Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Certification and 

Recertification Training (Note: As of 

9/30/2018, 1,291 attorneys were on the certified 

GAL appointment list) 

¶ Parentsô Attorney Training 

¶ Probate/Juvenile Judge Subcommittee 

¶ Collaborative Activities with the Alabama De-

partment of Human Resources (DHR) 

¶ Assessment of the Alabama Juvenile and Fami-

ly Courts 

CIP TRAINING GRANT 

 Beginning in September 2006, the AOC, 

through the Family Court Division, began adminis-

tering a grant from the federal government primari-

ly to be utilized for training initiatives. This grant 

has an advisory committee, chaired by the Honora-

ble Lyn Stuart. The primary objectives of this grant 

include training new juvenile and family court 

judges, administrative support assistants, and other 

juvenile court officials and employees on various 

topics when needed. 

CIP DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS GRANT 

 Beginning in September 2006, the AOC, 

through the Family Court Division, began adminis-

tering another grant from the federal government 

primarily to be utilized for data collection and anal-

ysis to help ensure that foster childrenôs needs for 

safety, permanency, and well-being are met in a 

timely and complete manner. Primary activities 

include the following: 

¶ Continual updating and revising current data 

collection methods 

¶ Developing cross system collaboration between 

existing state systems 

¶ Developing and implementing enhancements to 

the electronic information systems 

THE JUDICIAL VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

 By order of the Supreme Court of Alabama dat-

ed January 19, 2000, effective March 1, 2000, Rule 

42, Alabama Rules of Judicial Administration, was 

adopted allowing the use of a Judicial Volunteer 

Program in those circuit or district courts choosing 

to do so. 

 Carefully screened, interviewed, and trained 

citizen-volunteers are utilized in appropriate pro-

grams to assist in the court process.  There are sev-

en judicial volunteer programs throughout Ala-

bama.  Most programs have a judicial volunteer 

program coordinator overseeing these programs. 

 One aspect of the Judicial Volunteer Program is 

the Juvenile Conference Committee.  Juvenile Con-

ference Committees are authorized pursuant to 

Rule 15.1, Alabama Rules of Juvenile Procedure.  

Through the use of Juvenile Conference Commit-

tees, a large percentage of petitions filed in juvenile 

court can be diverted and disposed of expeditious-

ly.  The Juvenile Court can then devote more time 

to dealing with the serious and repeat juvenile of-

fenders.   

 Another aspect of the Judicial Volunteer Pro-

gram is district court mediation in which trained 

volunteers are used as mediators in specific cases 

in district court, mostly small claims. 

CHILD SUPPORT/REFEREES 

 The Alabama Central Disbursement Division 

(ACDD) of AOC was established as a result of a 

federal law known as the Welfare Reform Act of 

1996.  This law required a single location in each 

state where employers could send wage-withheld 

child support payments to be processed.  In FY 

2018 $148,108,794.58 was collected and disbursed. 

 Non-Title IV-D payments (or wage withheld 

payments not processed through the Alabama De-

partment of Human Resources) are receipted at a 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE  
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central location and are disbursed by the ACDD.  

Payments are receipted one day and then disbursed 

by direct deposit or paper check to the recipient the 

next business day. 

 During FY 2018, there were 7 full-time and 13 

part-time referees who served 17 counties. Eleven 

part-time referees heard child support cases and were 

66% funded by the Alabama Department of Human 

Resources. 

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Grant 

 This Grant is for the purpose of educating judi-

cial officials and employees and other stakeholders 

on the causes and consequences of domestic vio-

lence, the actual content of the domestic violence 

and protection from abuse laws, and national and 

other state best practices in this area.  This project is 

also for the purposes of presenting court officials 

with enhanced skills in domestic violence as well as 

to develop or expand existing automated systems to 

link police, prosecutors, and courts for the purpose 

of tracking arrests, protection orders, and convic-

tions for violent crimes against women. 

  The Finance Division of the Administrative 

Office of Courts, under the direction of the UJS Fi-

nance Director, is charged with the professional 

management of all funding resources allocated to the 

AOC and the trial courts of the State of Alabama.  

Support services are provided in the areas of budget 

preparation, accounting, purchasing, executive con-

tract reviews, state agency contracts, county expense 

claims, property inventory, records management, 

and UJS expenditure management.   

 The Finance Director serves as a liaison with the 

appellate courts regarding fiscal matters and re-

sponds to questions pertaining to judicial finances 

from the Alabama legislature and executive branches 

of government.  The total expenditures of the trial 

courts and the Administrative Office of Courts for 

fiscal year 2018 was $178,065,954.   

 Grants awarded to the Administrative Office of 

Courts and trust accounts are administered by the 

grants accountant and the various project managers, 

in accordance with the appropriate policies and pro-

cedures. Expenditure vouchers are processed by ac-

counting staff in accordance with procedures ad-

ministered by the State Comptroller, as well as the 

monthly balancing of all revenues and expenditures.  

The UJS Finance Division participates in financial 

and property audits as scheduled and coordinated 

with the State Examiner of Public Accounts and Of-

fice of the State Auditor to ensure compliance with 

all State government accountability procedures. 

 Additionally, the responsibilities of the UJS    

Finance Division include juror payments. Approxi-

mately 55,671 jurors served the Circuit Courts of 

Alabama from October 1, 2017, through September 

30, 2018. Juror payments totaled $1,341,612.66 in 

FY 2018. 

The Finance Division has the responsibility of over-

seeing property management within the Alabama 

circuit and district courts and the AOC for state-

owned commodities.  The Unified Judicial System 

currently has approximately 9,384 active State prop-

erty assets with a value of $500 or more.  These 

commodities are currently included on the statewide 

UJS inventory with an acquisition value in excess of 

$12,428,686 dollars.   
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FISCAL YEAR 2017 AND 2018 EXPENDITURES 

TWO YEAR COMPARATIVE SUMMARY 

 
FY 2017  

Expenditures 

FY 2018  

Expenditures 

$ Increase 

(Decrease) 

% Increase 

(Decrease) 

GENERAL FUND     

  Unified Judicial System $97,078,820  102,758,190 $5,679,370 5.85% 

  Supreme Court 9,549,411 10,137,137 587,726 6.15% 

  Court of Criminal Appeals 3,824,821  3,734,932 (89,889) (2.35%) 

  Court of Civil Appeals 3,609,429  3,632,269 (22,840) 0.63% 

  Supreme Court Library 1,096,569  1,076,883 (19,686) (1.80%) 

  Judicial Inquiry Commission 621,603  615,636 (5,967) (0.96%) 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND $115,780,653  $121,955,047 $6,174,394 5.33% 

GRANTS & TRUST FUNDS     

  Public Road & Bridge Fund  $35,000,000  $35,000,000  $0  0.00% 

  Federal/State/County Funds 19,314,685  12,764,689 (6,549,996) (33.91%) 

  Court Automation Fund 4,395,888  3,740,035 (655,853) (14.92%) 

  Juvenile Probation Fundð      

  Tobacco 
4,646,647  4,645,938 (709) (0.02%) 

  Judicial Administrative Fund 9,614,222  11,278,507 1,664,285 17.31% 

  Advanced Tech and Data  

  Exchange Fund 
3,913,838  2,506,281 (1,407,557) (35.96%) 

  Court Referral Officersô     

  Fund 
5,106,672  4,622,200 (484,472) (9.49%) 

  Education Trust Fund   750,000 750,000  

TOTAL GRANTS & TRUST 

FUNDS 
$81,991,952  $75,307,650 ($6,684,302) (8.15%) 

GRAND TOTAL $197,772,605  $197,262,697 ($509,908)  (0.26%) 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE  
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 The Human Resources Division of the Ad-

ministrative Office of Courts provides a full range of 

human resources services to the judicial branch of 

government and the general public.  Direct support is 

provided to approximately 1,778 Unified Judicial 

System officials and employees.  As of December 

2018, these officials and employees include 138 ap-

pellate judges and employees (to include 2 Alabama 

Sentencing Commission Employees), 1,556 trial 

court officials and employees (appx. 386 are county 

funded employees), and 84 (1 temporary employees) 

Administrative Office of Courts staff. 

 

 PERSONNEL OPERATIONS 

 

 The personnel operations section of this divi-

sion processes all personnel actions.  In fiscal year 

2018, more than 3,414 separate actions were pro-

cessed manually, including appointments, separa-

tions, leaves without pay, three and six-month proba-

tionary paperwork, and longevity bonuses, preparing 

and distributing salary adjustment invoices, as well 

as, other miscellaneous actions such as tax, address, 

and name changes.  The operations section maintains 

all employee personnel records and position control 

for the judicial branch of government, using an auto-

mated information system and periodic reports.  This 

section also audits all Unified Judicial System pay-

rolls and certifies state service for the annual longev-

ity bonus and conducts background checks and E-

verify for applicants for the pre-employment screen-

ing process.    

 

PAYROLL OPERATIONS 

 

 The payroll section of the Human Resources 

Division provides or processes services such as:  dai-

ly data entry, timesheets, one-time pay, supplemental 

pay, circuit clerksô restitution, reimbursement 

checks, Title IV-D payments, duplicate/cancelled 

warrants, county supplement, FICA cut offs, W-2 

and eMap service requests through the year, JPO 

fund updates, insurance, reimbursement for separat-

ed/terminated/retired employees, longevity bonuses, 

deferred compensation (e.g., Great-West, RSA-1, 

United Way) funding source/organization code 

changes, unemployment compensation, insurance 

billing, direct deposits, employment verifications, 

retirement contributions, and miscellaneous deduc-

tion. 

 

FRINGE BENEFITS 

 

 The Human Resources Division is responsi-

ble for monitoring a leave program (Human Re-

sources Desktop) for approximately 1,500 leave-

earning UJS employees.  Because leave represents a 

potential debt of the UJS, the Human Resources Di-

vision audits leave accounts annually.  In fiscal year 

2018, the Unified Judicial Systemôs total leave liabil-

ity exceeded $833,822.40 and separation costs ex-

ceeded $826,415.35. 

 

TESTING AND RECRUITMENT 

 

 For fiscal year 2018, approximately 308 ap-

plicants took the written court specialist examina-

tions that were given in the State of Alabama.  In ad-

dition to maintaining the open and promotional court 

specialist registers, the division issued numerous 

special job announcements for positions at the AOC, 

the trial courts, the appellate courts, and the State 

Law Library.  Approximately 800 total applications 

were received from these announcements. 

 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

 

 As of December 2018, there were 437 minor-

ities employed in the UJS.  This included 62 elected 

officials.  Minorities comprised 24.58 percent of the 

total Unified Judicial System work force.  The Hu-

man Resources Director is also the EEOC Officer for 

the UJS. 
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   The Legal Division assists the Chief Jus-

tice, the Administrative Director of Courts, Ala-

bamaôs circuit and district judges, circuit clerks 

and AOCôs division directors in resolving legal 

issues that arise in the performance of their respec-

tive duties, and in the daily operation and admin-

istration of the United Judicial System. The Divi-

sion provides court officials and court staff with 

updates on changes to statutory and case law, rules 

of court and court procedural manuals. In addition, 

the Legal Division oversees the development and 

implementation of electronic forms and filing pro-

cedures, manages the court interpreter certification 

programs, assists in resolving case and jury man-

agement issues, and ensures the expeditious re-

lease of public information. Legal Division staff 

attorneys routinely serve as Judicial College facul-

ty members, providing needed instruction at peri-

odic training sessions and conferences. Upon re-

quest, staff attorneys conduct legal research and 

discuss legal issues with judges and other court 

officials. 

 In addition, the legislative function is staffed 

by the Legal Division to provide a liaison between 

court and legislative officials on court-related mat-

ters. 
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AUTAUGA COUNTY  

The Autauga County Courthouse was built in 

1906, replacing the 1870 Italianate courthouse 

still standing today in downtown Prattville.  The 

current courthouse was built in the modified Rich-

ardsonian Romanesque style.  The courthouse was 

remodeled and an addition was built in 1962. 

Judicial Circuit:  19th 

 

Circuit Judges: 

Sibley G. Reynolds (Presiding) 

Ben A. Fuller  

Billy W. Lewis  

 

District Judge: 
Joy P. Booth 

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Debra R. Hill  

 

Address: 

Autauga County Courthouse 

Post Office Box 681450 

134 North Court Street 

Prattville, Alabama  36068 

 

Telephone:   
(334) 358-6801 

 

Population:  

54,571 

 

There were 1,277 cases filed in 

Autauga Circuit Court in fiscal 

year 2018.  Of those, 31% were 

criminal cases, 31% were civil 

cases, and 38% were domestic or  

juvenile cases.  The Circuit Court 

disposed of 1,263 cases during the 

fiscal year. 

 

During fiscal year 2018, 7,253 

cases were filed in Autauga Dis-

trict Court.  Of those, 16% were 

criminal cases, 47% were traffic 

cases, 18% were small claims cas-

es, 4% were other civil cases, 9% 

were juvenile cases, and 6% were 

child support cases.  The District 

Court disposed of 6,761 cases 

during the fiscal  year. 
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The Baldwin County Courthouse was designed  in 

the Richardsonian Romanesque style by noted archi-

tect Frank Lockwood and built in 1901 after an elec-

tion to move the courthouse from Daphne to Bay Mi-

nette.  The courthouse stood vacant until 1905 when 

Bay Minette citizens physically removed all county 

records from the Daphne courthouse during the 

darkness of night in one of the most heated contro-

versies of courthouse removal in Alabama history.  

The courthouse was remodeled and expanded in 

1955.  It was altered and remodeled again in 1988. 

Judicial Circuit:  28th 

 

Circuit Judges: 

Carmen E. Bosch (Presiding) 

Jody W. Bishop 

Charles J. Norton 

Scott P. Taylor  
Joseph Stankoski   
 

District Judges: 
Michelle M. Thomason 

William E. Scully  

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Jody Wise Campbell 

 

Address: 

Baldwin County Courthouse 

312 Courthouse Square 

Bay Minette, Alabama  36507 

 

Telephone:  (251) 937-0280 

 

Population:  182,265 

 There were 11,230 cases 

filed in Baldwin Circuit Court in 

fiscal year 2018. Of those, 44% 

were criminal cases, 15%  per-

cent were civil cases, 20% were 

domestic cases, 17% were juve-

nile cases, and 4% were child 

support cases.  The Circuit Court 

disposed of 11,049 cases during 

the  fiscal year. 

 During fiscal year 2018, 

21,103 cases were filed in Bald-

win District Court.  Of those, 

33% were criminal cases, 45% 

were traffic cases, 16% were 

small claims, and 6% percent 

were other civil cases.  The Dis-

trict Court disposed of 21,073 

cases during the fiscal year. 
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BARBOUR COUNTY  

Barbour County has two courthouses ð one in 

Clayton (pictured) and one in Eufaula.  The court-

house in Clayton was constructed in 1961 for 

$414, 030 and designed by Carl Herbert Lancas-

ter, Jr., of Montgomery.  It replaced an antebellum 

Greek revival courthouse.  

The Eufaula courthouse was constructed in 1924 

as a courthouse and city hall.  It was renovated 

and expanded in 1986 and is now used exclusively 

as a courthouse. 

Judicial Circuit:  3rd 

Circuit Judge: 

L. Burt Smithart 

 

District Judge: 
Jonathon M. Horne 

 

Circuit Clerk: 

David S. Nix 

 

Address: 

Barbour County Courthouse 

Post Office Box 219 

One Court Square 

Clayton, Alabama  36016 

 

Barbour County Courthouse 

303 East Broad Street 

Eufaula, Alabama  36027 

 

Telephone: 
(334) 775-8366 (Clayton) 

(334) 687-1500 (Eufaula) 

 

Population: 

27,457 

 There were 669 cases filed in 

Barbour Circuit Court in fiscal 

year 2018. Of those, 40% were 

criminal cases, 27% were civil 

cases, and 33% percent were do-

mestic cases. The Circuit Court 

disposed of 618 cases during the 

fiscal year. 

 

 

 During fiscal year 2018, 3,539 

cases were filed in Barbour Dis-

trict Court. Of those, 28% percent 

were criminal cases, 30% percent 

were traffic cases, 20% percent 

were small claims, 3% were other 

civil cases, 6% were juvenile cas-

es, and 13% were child support 

cases. The District Court disposed 

of 2,833 cases during the fiscal 

year. 
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BIBB COUNTY  

Judicial Circuit:  4th 

Circuit Judges: 

Marvin W. Wiggins (Presiding) 

Collins Pettaway, Jr. 

Donald L. McMillan  

 

District Judge: 
William D. Owings 

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Gayle S. Bearden 

 

Address: 

Bibb County Courthouse 

Post Office Box 185 

35 Courthouse Square, East 

Centreville, Alabama  35042 

 

Telephone: 
(205) 926-3103  

 

Population: 

22,915 

The Bibb County Courthouse was constructed in 

1902 at a cost of $34,000 and was designed by 

William S. Hull, the architect who also designed 

the Choctaw County Courthouse.  It is built in the 

Victorian Eclectic style with strong Romanesque 

influence. 

 There were 527 cases filed in 

Bibb Circuit Court in fiscal year 

2018. Of those, 34% were crimi-

nal cases, 22% were civil cases, 

and 44% were domestic cases.  

The Circuit Court disposed of 516 

cases during the fiscal year. 

 

 

 During fiscal year 2018, 4,473 

cases were filed in Bibb District 

Court.  Of those, 29% were crimi-

nal cases, 48% were traffic cases, 

6% were small claims, 2% were 

other civil cases, 11% were juve-

nile  cases, and 4% were child 

support cases.  The District Court 

disposed of 4,364 cases during 

the fiscal year. 
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BLOUNT COUNTY  

The Blount County Courthouse was constructed in 1955 at a 
cost of one million dollars.  J. Martin Lide was its architect. 

Judicial Circuit:  41st 

 

Circuit Judge: 

Steven D. King 

 

District Judge: 
Sherry C. Burns 

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Cindy C. Massey 

 

Address: 

Blount County Courthouse 

220 Second Avenue, East 

Oneonta, Alabama  35121 

 

Telephone: 
(205) 625-4153  

 

Population: 

57,322 

 There were 1,417 cases filed 

in Blount Circuit Court in fiscal 

year 2018. Of those, 41% were 

criminal cases, 29% were civil 

cases, and 30% were domestic 

cases.  The Circuit Court dis-

posed of 1,495 cases during the 

fiscal year. 

 

 

 During fiscal year 2018, 

5,789 cases were filed in Blount 

District Court.  Of those, 25% 

were criminal cases, 45% were 

traffic cases, 15% were small 

claims, 2% were other civil cas-

es, 10% were juvenile cases, and 

3% were child support cases.  

The District Court disposed of 

5,790 cases during the fiscal 

year. 
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BULLOCK COUNTY  

The Bullock County Courthouse was constructed in 1872, 
six years after the formation of Bullock County.  The court-
house was built in the Second Empire style and was patterned 
after an executive building in Washington, D.C.  Construc-
tion costs totaled $60,000.  The courthouse underwent a mul-
ti-million  dollar renovation in 1992. 

Judicial Circuit:  3rd 

 

Circuit Judge: 

L. Burt Smithart 

 

District Judge: 

Louis Cooper Rutland, Jr.  

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Rashawn F. Harris 

 

Address: 

Bullock County Courthouse 

Post Office Box 230 

217 North Prairie Street 

Union Springs, Alabama  36089 

 

Telephone: 
(334) 738-2280 

 

Population: 

10,914 

 There were 205 cases filed in 

Bullock Circuit Court in fiscal 

year 2018.  Of those, 32% were 

criminal cases, 48% were civil 

cases, and 20% were domestic 

cases. The Circuit Court disposed 

of 201 cases during the fiscal 

year. 

 

 

 During fiscal year 2018, 

1,564 cases were filed in Bullock 

District Court. Of those, 13% 

were criminal cases, 53% were 

traffic cases, 16% were small 

claims, 4% were other civil cas-

es, 6% were juvenile cases, and 

8% were child support cases.  

The District Court disposed of 

1,354 cases during the fiscal 

year. 
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BUTLER COUNTY  

Built in 1903, the Butler County Courthouse is of late Vic-
torian architecture with eclectic features.  Designed by B. B. 
Smith of Montgomery, construction costs totaled $60,000.  
An addition with a modern stone façade was added to the 
front of the building in the 1950s. 

Judicial Circuit:  2nd 

Circuit Judge: 

Terri Bozeman-Lovell 

 

District Judge: 
James M. Russell, Jr. 

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Mattie S. Gomillion 

 

Address: 

Butler County Courthouse 

Post Office Box 236 

700 Court Square 

Greenville, Alabama  36037 

 

Telephone: 
(334) 382-3521 

 

Population: 

20,947 

 There were 873 cases filed in 

Butler Circuit Court in fiscal 

year 2018. Of those, 67% were 

criminal cases, 16% were civil 

cases, and 17% were domestic 

cases. The Circuit Court dis-

posed of 840 cases during the 

fiscal year. 

 

 

 During fiscal year 2018, 

5,040 cases were filed in Butler 

District Court. Of those, 23% 

were criminal cases, 55% were 

traffic cases, 14% were small 

claims, 2% were other civil cas-

es, 3% were juvenile cases, and 

3% were child support cases.  

The District Court disposed of 

5,597 cases during the fiscal 

year. 
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CALHOUN COUNTY  

The Calhoun County Courthouse is one of the earliest Neo-
classical courthouses in Alabama.  It was constructed 1900-
1902 and designed by Atlanta architect James Wingfield 
Golucke, who designed twenty-seven courthouses in Georgia.  
The courthouse was gutted by fire in 1931 but was rebuilt 
without its four cupolas and with a clock tower instead of a 
dome.  In recent years it has been extensively renovated and 
expanded. 

Judicial Circuit:  7th 

Circuit Judges: 

Brian P. Howell (Presiding) 

Debra H. Jones 

Peggy P. Lacher 

Louie H. Turner 

Shannon C. Page  
 

District Judges: 
Christopher M. McIntyre   

Donna E. Rogers 

Thomas E. Wright   
 

Circuit Clerk: 

Kim B. McCarson  
 

Address: 

Calhoun County Courthouse 

25 West 11th Street 

Anniston, Alabama  36201 

 

Telephone:  (256) 231-1750 

 

Population: 118,572 

 There were 9,229 cases filed 

in Calhoun Circuit Court in fis-

cal year 2018. Of those, 52% 

were criminal cases, 8% were 

civil cases, 15% were domestic 

cases, 14% were juvenile cases, 

and 11% were child support cas-

es.  The Circuit Court disposed 

of 8,807 cases during the fiscal 

year. 

 During fiscal year 2018 

17,795 cases were filed in Cal-

houn District Court. Of those, 

36% were criminal cases, 43% 

were traffic cases, 16% were 

small claims, and 5% were other 

civil cases.  The District Court 

disposed of 16,583 cases during 

the fiscal year. 
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CHAMBERS COUNTY  

The Chambers County Courthouse was built in 1899.  De-
signed by Atlanta architect James Wingfield Golucke, it is 
built in the Late Eclectic style, containing Victorian, Greek 
Revival, and Classical features.  Construction costs totaled 
$30,000.  The dome contains the clock from the 1837 
Chambers County Courthouse.  An addition was added to 
the courthouse in 2002 which incorporated several building 
that were on the courthouse square.  The courthouse is featured 
in the movie Mississippi Burning. 

Judicial Circuit:  5th 

 

Circuit Judges: 

Tom F. Young, Jr. (Presiding) 

Ray D. Martin  

Steven R. Perryman 

 

District Judge: 
M. Calvin Milford, Jr. 

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Lisa M. Burdette 

 

Address: 

Chambers County Courthouse 

Two Lafayette Street 

Lafayette, Alabama  36862 

 

Telephone: 
(334) 864-4348 

 

Population: 

34,215 

 There were 1,201 cases filed 

in Chambers Circuit Court in 

fiscal year 2018.  Of those, 61% 

were criminal cases, 21% per-

cent were civil cases, and 18% 

percent were domestic cases.  

The Circuit Court disposed of 

1,070 cases during the fiscal 

year. 

 

 During fiscal year 2018, 

7,924 cases were filed in Cham-

bers District Court. Of those, 

27% were criminal cases, 55% 

were traffic cases, 8% were 

small claims, 3% percent were 

other civil cases, 4% were juve-

nile cases, and 2% were child 

support cases. The District Court 

disposed of 8,210 cases during 

the fiscal year. 
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CHEROKEE COUNTY  

The Cherokee County Courthouse was constructed in 1936 at 
a cost of $80,000.  The courthouse was designed by Gadsden, 
Alabama, architect Paul W. Hofferbert. 

Judicial Circuit:  9th 

 

Circuit Judges: 

Randall L. Cole (Presiding) 

Shaunathan C. Bell 

Jeremy S. Taylor 

 

District Judge: 
Wes Mobley  

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Dwayne Amos 

 

Address: 

Cherokee County Courthouse 

100 Main Street 

Centre, Alabama  35960 

 

Telephone: 
(256) 927-3637 

 

Population: 

25,989 

 There were 1,416 cases filed 

in Cherokee Circuit Court in fis-

cal year 2018. Of those, 66% 

were criminal cases, 11% were 

civil cases, and 23% were do-

mestic cases.  The Circuit Court 

disposed of 1,545 cases during 

the fiscal year. 

 

 

 During fiscal year 2018, 

4,626 cases were filed in Chero-

kee District Court. Of those, 

40% were criminal cases, 43% 

were traffic cases, 8% were 

small claims, 2% were other civ-

il cases, 6% were juvenile cases, 

and 2% were child support cases.  

The District Court disposed of 

4,669 cases during the fiscal 

year. 
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CHILTON COUNTY  

The Chilton County Courthouse was built between 1960 and 
1962.  It was designed by Charles H. McCauley and Associ-
ates of Birmingham, and construction costs totaled over 
$700,000. 

Judicial Circuit:  19th 

 

Circuit Judges: 

Sibley G. Reynolds (Presiding) 

Ben A. Fuller  

Billy W. Lewis  

 

District Judge: 
Christopher G. Speaks   

 

Circuit Clerk: 

Glenn D. McGriff 

 

Address: 

Chilton County Courthouse 

Post Office Box 1946 

500 Second Avenue North 

Clanton, Alabama  35046 

 

Telephone:  

(205) 755-4275 

 

Population:  

43,643 

 There were 1,517 cases filed 

in Chilton Circuit Court in fiscal 

year 2018.  Of those, 39% were 

criminal cases, 24% were civil 

cases, and 37% were domestic 

cases. The Circuit Court dis-

posed of 1,402 cases during the 

fiscal year.   

 

 

 During fiscal year 2018, 

8,376 cases were filed in Chilton 

District Court. Of those, 38% 

were criminal cases, 38% were 

traffic cases, 13% were small 

claims, 2% were other civil cas-

es, 4% were juvenile cases, and 

4% were child support cases.  

The District Court disposed of 

7,854 cases during the fiscal 

year. 


