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by Judge Richard Holmes

here are many qualities a good judge should possess .

Integrity, competency, scholarship, and compassion are :
“¢ertainly essential if one is to be said to be a good judge.

- Judge Joseph D. Phelps was, to me, the epitome of a persoh,

, Apossessmg mtegnty competency, scholarship, and
“compassion.

Joe died on Saturday, June 22, 1996. Joe was my fnend and
he was a friend to thousands of others. Unfortunately, T'have
been to'many funerals but I have never attended a funeral of

the size, warmth and sense of loss as Joe's.

Joe's fnends "covered the waterfront of life." On the
‘Saturday of his death, his farmly received a
i call from a former defendant whom Joe had
- sent to prison. ‘He told Peggy, Joe's wife,
that Joe got his "head straight" by sending
“him to prison. That same Saturday, the

he would miss Joe..
" A friend has been defined as "one
attached to another by’ affection or

Joseph D. Is'helps -

esteem." Joe Phelps was loved by persons? -

from all walks of life. The affection for Joe was not limited
by race, color or creed, and the esteem for h1m is boundless.

Webster's Dictionary defines a servant as™'one who serves
others." Joe was a devoted servant to his fanuly, his church
his.community ‘and his State. His devotion and work for .
others is well recorded and: documented ' :

I have no doubt that if y you polled all trial judges and
appellate Judges of this state as to who was the best c1rcu1t

. judge they knew, Joe would win in a walk.

.Though Judge Phelps was short of stature, the judlClal'y of

- this state has lost a giant. When all of us in the JudlClary strive .

to improve - a look at the life and works of Judge Phelps

- would be wise.

- ‘Henry Thoreau wrote over 100 years ago something that to

- me, is appropriate as I think of my friend, Judge Joseph D.
Phelps: "Even the death of a friend will inspire us as much as

their lives.” Their memories will be encrusted over with
subhme and pleasing thoughts ‘as thelr monuments are

' overgrowu with moss."

Governor. of our state called to tell Peggy . |

~ Joseph D. Phelps-1934 1996

| ] Udicia'l System /Vyolu‘nteerys >
Needed From all Walks of Life

On the balcony of the Judicial Building, Chief Justice Perry O. ;
- Hooper Sr., left, commends volunteers, Doris and Melvin Esser, for
their service to the Uniﬂed Judicial System. ‘

o by Rich Hobson

| n the Mierographic Sectlon of the Admlmstratlve
Ofﬁce of Courts (AOC) on Tuesdays and

* Wednesdays from 9.a.m. to 3 p.m., Melvin and Doris

| Esser are busily converting archrval documents from a
.. mountain of paper to microfilm. They take a 30-minute ,
| break and eat in the lunchroom located on the lobby floor . -
overlookmg the spillway and green grass of the /
_courtyard.

Why do the Essers a retrred Air Force Famlly, glve
their time every week? The answer lies in their desire to -
give something back. The AOC, the Unified Judicial -

o System (UJS) and the State of Alabama are fortunate to

have such citizens giving therr time, without complaint
and full of enthusiasm and purpose ina job often taken
for granted. The Essers came to the UJS through the

Retired Senior Volunteer Program (R:S.V.P.) whichisa o

national organization with offices’ throughout Alabama.
(See “Volunteers” next page)
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‘ (“V olunteers” Cantinued) ‘
Is the volunteer program
limited to retired .
individuals? = | C
No. A case in point can be.
found every Thyrsday
afternoon when|16- year-

~ old Naomi Smitherman

- reports for dutyjat AOC.

- Naomi, who in her spare
time is a classicpl flutist,
‘has never been ¢mployed
but wanted to ggin exper- °

- ience working in a profes-

sional environnient.
So, one afternpon a.
week, Naomi can be, found lendmg a hand to the AOC.

. Vo,luhte,er Naomi Smitherman
spends the afternoon working
in AOC’s payroll section.

Giving back t¢ the community. Making a difference as.
acitizen of Alabama. Using one’s God-given talentsto

help those less fortunate. Gaining valuable experience.

These are- somg of the reasons people express for giving -
their time and t jIents in volunteer service. The UJS will -

benefit from the volunteer movement as 1nd1v1duals
contribute thelr ime to the court system. .
Volunteers may help provide needed relief for the
circuit clerk's offices or in programs more directly
~ involved with the public, such as victim-offender
. mediation and robation-related services.
The AOC plans to make volunteers more of an integral
component of the UJS -- like New Jersey, for example
volinteer force 6,000 strong. -
el he use of volunteers, the UJS has
cer pohcy for use system-w1de The

nts or suggestions concerning the -
volunteer program, please contact Rich Hobson at (334)
242-0300 or (8@0) 392-8077.
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Ruby A. Jones Was appointed as circuit clerk in Lowndes

County on July 1 3 1996. Ms. Jones replaces Naomi Gibson-

" Prifchett. - o

: Mary Ann Karr was appointed supernumerary court reporter -
onJuly 15, 1996.| Ms. Karr worked as an official court
repoﬂe‘r'for Circuit Judge Lewis Hamner, 5th Judicial Circuit.
Philip N. Lisenby was appointed circuit judge to a new
judgeship in the th Judicial Circuit on May 29, 1996
Stacy A. Long v a appomted official court reporter for
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s ~civil division adopted a differential case

~ what is commonly referred to as the ‘rocket
docket." With this plan and the help - of a '

- “Hliteracy stafistics are natumal but dlzteracy isa k

" and local levels.” Eugene C. Thomas, President

: only one of them has been re—arrested

,Delays Thmg of the Past

‘by Hm

‘ udge Greenhaw Honors Probatron rs.
/for Reachmg Educatlonal Goals

- been assessed and referred to local education prov1ders '

“Delays in hearmg c1v1l actions in the Brrmlngham '
Division of the 10th Judicial Circuit (J efferson County) ‘
are a thmg of the past sa1d Wayne Thorn pre51dmg
circuit judge.

"Six years ago, Jefferson County had the
largest pending civil caseload in the state,"

Al'abama Court News

¢/of them has' been re-arrested{_ 053 cases --
1,114 cases more than were ﬁled At the close of May,

“ the court showed a case currency of only 76 percent,
" ranking sixth in the state, followmg the 13th (Mobile

County - 64); 27th (Marshall County - 65); 37th (Lee
- County - 68); 40th (Clay and Coosa counties - 69); and

- 3lst (Colbert County - 75). Pending cases have -

dropped from the 17,609 reported in
1989 t0 7,565, down more than 10, OOO :
cases. i

said Judge Thorn. "We-had 17,609 pending
civil cases, with a case currency of 198 :
percent. Thls meant that under our old -
~procedures it would have taken the court =
_approximately two years just to d1spose S
of the existing cases. In 1990, however, the

management plan and 1mplemented

number of visiting- Judges we were able to
eliminate the civil backlog i in just over one -
~year," he said. "Today, we are committed
10 makmg sure that: our dockets remam :
Current :

Case. statistics reflect this commmnent Durtng the
" 12-month period ending May 31, 1996, the civil
division judges reported a throughput of 113 percent,

~ by Lynne Kitchens -
" community problem—one that must be tackled at the state

- American Bar Association, 1986
Judges and probation officers know that crune and
lack of education often go hand in hand. The
Educat1on Alternative (TEA) a project of the
Montgomery L1teracy Council funded by the State
- Department of Education, began in the fall of 1993. /
- Since the program’s inception, nearly 700 referrals have AN

or enrolled in the courthouse classroom program.
Forty-five students have passed the G. E D. test, and

. The court_ contmues to-look for new

~ ways to improve its operations and
-enhance the services it provides to the :
people of Jefferson County. Currently, - -
the Birmingham Division is in the

- process of implementing a new - ,
automated juror panel management
system that will replace the former
process of physically drawing each
juror's name from the civil or cr1mmal
jury box. "The new system not only -
ensures a random selection but allows us
to strike tw1ce as many juries in the

- same amount of time," said Judge

Thorn. "We are convinced it will -
reduce _]llI'OI' costs and help us to further i unprove our:
~case management systems S :

On June 23, 1996 a spec1al ceremony took place in-

the Montgomery County Courthouse honoring student

‘participants in TEA, a program designed to help

‘ probat1oners accomplish achievable educational goals.

Circuit Judge Sarah M. Greenhaw, who planned the

- ceremony, passed out certlﬁcates of achievement to 36

students. In welcoming the students and their families,

| Judge Greenhaw observed, “You often hear negative:
. -things about the court system, but today we are here to

celebrate something positive....We are here to honor
those who are. workmg so hard to nnprove the1r

~ education.” r
- TEA D1rector Cynthla Hays who has worked

(See “Greenhaw page 4)




Regional Accounting Seminars

Mary Middlgton, left, and Jayne Melton, right,
Montgomery| County court specialist bookkeepers,
-served as instructors during two of the Montgomery

~area seminars. They covered the daily and monthly -
- close-outs as|well as' reoonc:hatlon of bank
statements om the computer. If you missed a

“scheduled seminar there will be a make- -up session

September 24 at the Judicial Bulldmg in
‘Montgomery. - S

: Life on the 6‘utsid1‘

by Robert “Shotgun” Gidd'eg‘s_‘ |

ello
late again this morm
the job of being retired. Iha
exactly nothing, and I still g
-Sometimes I miss bemg Ci

~ The times I don't miss are th
- being a warrant maglstrate i
- people got mad, they though
“wanted, and always wanted i

association with all the go
Clerk's association and all:

- miss all the pleasant Judges |

and the grumpy ones ... !
* 1am sorry that I missed the

- the Clerk’s had a hard time h

- especially all the social activ]
July. B!

I guess that's all the news fii
I'll take a nap! '

b

Shotgun served as Clrcmt
January 1 977 -~ January I 99;

- Shotgun sings in a 'Southernf‘

~ barbershop quartet. “Life i
- going column by retired UJ
employees |

(“Greenhaw” Continued)

with this project from its inception, quoted Victor
Hugo: “When you open a school door;, you close a

‘prison.” She thanked the judges and probation officers

for believing i  and supporting TEA, and to the
-students, she gbserved, “You are our future and the -
future of our fation. You have a big respons1b111ty
, Two students took the opportunity to tell how -

‘educatlon had ;changed their lives. George Porter, who
was kicked out of school as a senior, has seen prison
twice. “The second time,” he said, “I made up my
mind I wasn't{going to go that route.”
- his GED and js working on a career as a barber. Look

~ for “Hair, by George!” to open soon in Montgomery.
Cornettis McQueen told the audience that attending the -
TEA class for|the past nine months had helped her
change her way of thinking about life. “Today, I have a
positive outlogk,” she says. “I hope that the ch01ces I
have made wi]l be an inspiration to someone else.”

George now has |

[ Court

Dletz Carries Olympic Tomh t

-commitment and dedication to d

~ was paid back to her this summé
.. of AOC's Judicial College, was |
* chosen as Community Hero Tos

in the 1996 Summer Olympics.|

‘Suttle Elected Chief Justice - §
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by the American Legion AuXIII
women the processes of gove f
state levels. ‘Miss Suttle is a seny
in Florence.
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hours of education and eeyears, f experience. Frank
Gregorytqdministrative|director oficourts, was the graduation ;
~ speaker.

= page 5
(“Briefs” Contmued)

"Reachmg for the Stars" and conference toplcs ranged from .
Professionalism in the Workplace to Alabama's Ethics Law.
A graduation ceremony was also held. Sixty-three court

clerks and magistrates received certificates, which require 116 |

Direct Deposit Goal 100 % - Is your pay check getting to the
bank on time? Absolutely, if you are using direct dep051t The
Unified Judicial System payroll department's goal is to have
every official and employee using. the fastest and most reliable
way to get your money to the bank - direct deposit. -

‘Approximately 57% of Alabama Judicial System oﬁicials and

employees are currently using direct deposit. ' If you would
like to help reach our goal of 100 percent, contact AOC's
personnel office at (800) 392-8077 or (334) 242-0300 to
request a direct deposif sign-up form - remember to attach a
voided check or deposit shp to the form when you return it to
AOC.

Real Time Allows Judge to Commumcate with Deaf

Defendant - Two circuit judges in the 28th Judicial Circuit

are participating in the evaluation of softwareto accomplish
_real time translation of the court reporter’s notes during trials.

Approximately six weeks ago the technology was used to
communicate with a deaf and partially mute criminal
defendant in Presiding Circuit Judge Charles Partin’s
courtroom.

The defendant, who was changmg anot gullty pleato a
guilty plea, did not know sign language and the court had no
ability to communicate with the defendant other than to shout.
Then Fay Curtis, court reporter, suggested using the computer.
The defendant was seated in front of the table with a laptop.
He would respond to the questions asked by the court as the
software converted the reporter’s keystrokes into English and
displayed them on the laptop computer screen. - Judge Partin
said that, while it was time consunnng, it assured a perfect
record of the proceedings and. the court had no doubt the

" defendant understood what was occurrmg

Finally! An Affordable College Tuition - September is the
open enrollment month for the Prepaxd Affordable College

‘Tuition (P.A.C.T.) program.
The Alabama P.A.C.T. program was established in 1989 by -~
‘the Alabama Legislature to help you plan and save for your

children’s college education. Through P.A.C.T.,youmay
purchase a contract for the payment of four years of future.
undergraduate tuition and mandatory fees at any of Alabama’s

~ public colleges and universities. To qualify for thls year’s

contract rate, your application must be received in the ofﬁce
of the State Treasurer by Sept. 30, 1996. - ,

Brochures and enrollment appltcat}ons are avallable from
Joe Matisak at (800) 392 8077..

. Alabama Court News

by Sheila Wall
‘udge William “Sonny” Ryan is a woodworker repairing
«J furniture and building bookshelves in his spare time. As a
juvenile judge; he professionally employs the tools of his

trade to repair families and to help them build better futures.

Because of his 9 years of dedication to the children of Hale -
County, he was chosen as “Judge of the Year” by the
Alabama Child Support Association. Judge Ryan was
nominated by Cynthia Roseberry, Hale County DHR child
support supervisor and Margaret Anne Cross, Hale County

. district attorney’s office manager and chief clerk. In Mrs.

Roseberry’s nomination letter, she said that many times during

-court she has seen him stop proceedings to shake a child’s

hand. “He goes that extra mile to hopefully make a dlfference

_, in that child’s life,” Mrs. Roseberry said.

- Judge Ryan serves the youth of his district in a vanety of
ways. His most recent building project is a juvenile detention
facility. The 30-bed full-service juvenile detention facility
will be a short-term facility for juveniles up to 19 years old

~ who have been charged with criminal offences.

Also, as chalrman of the Hale Empowerment and
Revitalization Organlzatlon (HERO), he worked with local
citizens ta land a family resource center in Greensboro, the

county seat.

HERO’s goal is to improve the plight of the more than one-
third of the county’s residents who live in poverty. The

‘family resource center, a result of HERO’s efforts, offers
_counseling, legal services, adult basic education and life-skills
* -training to strengthen the employability of residents.

" When asked why he is involved in at least 20 councils and
committees, he replied, “I feel it is my duty as a judge.”

~ Judge Ryan is a valuable person to the Alabama Unified
“Judicial System not only for his service to the courts but for

his service to children and their families.

Ifyou would like to recommend an outstanding individual
to be recognized in the personnel profile, please contact -
Sheila Wall at AOC.
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reader, viewer or listener. Their sole

NEWS [l purpose is to uncover what is going on

/ #ﬂ qé c‘ “in the public interest. Publicists know

those attempts to suppress legitimate

news in the public interest are highly-

unreal1st1c Reporters denied the truth are put on their -
mettle to get it. Competitors, neighbors, disgruntled -

former employees, political adversaries, all are sources -

that they can tap. They nearly always distort the net
* ,,result and much worse than it otherwise would have .
“been. : ‘

- Give prompt, thorough service when requested -
When reporters telephone with a query, they need the
answer quickly. If you cannot provide an answer, admit
it, and if possible refer them to another source for the

“information. Reporters have mandatory deadlines. =
 Don’t play favorites with information. -- Make sure -
you inform all medla outlets about issues affectmg thelr

area. -

Respect excluswes dug up by competltors -- Don t
betray reporters’ confidence by telling a competitor
about a story on which they are working.

Prepare for an interview. -- Get an idea of the -

_reporter’s topic. This will allow you to write down some

f your thoughts on the issue. Contact the public
information office at AOC to assist you in your.
preparatlon Provide background information on

yourself, the project or event. If appropriate, line up in

advance other elected officials or key staff members,
‘who can speak intelligently on specific items.

Help photographers line up subjects, but don’t
mterfere Make sure the proper people are present for
the photo and g1ve them d1rect10ns to the locatlon of
interest. C

Don’t question why a release or photo 1sn ’t used --

Newspapers and magazines allot space for news artlcles =

and advertisements. The editor sometimes cuts stories -
“because of more pressing news or hm;ted space.

Remember that editors are obligated only to their readers.

- Communication can minimize distortion of a story.

-~ A frequent complaint about the news media is that “we

can never seem to get our story across, and even when -
we do, the articles ow lose their ‘meaning when *

- printed or broadcag ether that problem can be -
eliminated is doubtful,but it can be minimized through

candor and communication. Communication can help to -

- minimize distortion of a story if it is kept simple, and
translates the message into everyday language for
‘epoﬂer and readers N a

| COURT ASSOCIATIONS -

CIRCUIT JUDG S ASSOCIA ION

| Secretary -- Mjchael McMak dge
Mbbile Coun ,
stne dg

Alabama Court News
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l‘k . .'/\ & (/(//) | ,

Presid‘ent - Br ton Kittrell, remdm cuitjudge,
- 13th Circuit, Mobile
lst Vlce-Pres -t ¥. B. McLauchhn Jr pre51dmg circuit

udge 33rd
eu1t udge

2nd Vlce—Pres - James Garre
o .| 10th Circyiy, Birmi ham
Sec./Treas.-- Inge Johnson; es1d1n ucm/tLdge

_ 31st Circuit, Thdcumbi
Past Pres.-- Ldy Campbell; res1dm1\,u m(}udge 38th

_Cifeuit, Scottsboro

l,
\MUP

DISTRICT U GES ASS\OCIAT(KTN

jidgesRussell County
tﬂ'et}ujge, Jackson County
istrict judge, -

Jefferson County, Be

ner Division

¢, Talladega County

~ CIRCUIT CLES\K
_AND REGISTERS ASSOC]@;HON |

‘Pre51dent --E CaﬂerCueu clerk,

Jeffierson County, mer Division
lst Vlce Pres -1 Joey Newton| cireuit clerk
- ~ Franklin Coun ssellville
" 2nd Vice Pres - Mary Moore, @ uit clerk

Perry Coun@lﬁno ‘
- Mike Smith it clerk

~ Chilton County, C1 ton

B Sec [Treas. --M Bludsworth culit'clerk

Daje County, Ozark
obby Branum, Butler County, Greenvﬂle
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