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A Tribute 
Joseph D. Phelps-1934-1996 
by Judge Richard Holrnes I 

T here are many qualities a good judge should possess. Judicial System Volunteers 
Integrity, competency, scholarship, and compassion are 

certainly essential if one is to be said to be a good judge. Needed From all Walks of Life 
Judge Joseph D. Phelps was, to me, the epitome of a person I 

possessing integrity, competency, scholarship, and 
compassion. 

Joe died on Saturday, June 22, 1996. Joe was my friend and 
he was a friend to thousands of others. Unfortunately, 1 have 
been to many funerals but I have never attended a funeral of 
the size, warmth and sense of loss as Joe's. 

Joe's friends "covered the waterfront of life." On the 
Saturday of his death, his family received a 
call from a former defendant whom Joe had 
sent to prison. He told. Peggy, Joe's wife, 
that Joe got his "head straight"' by sending 
him to prison. That same Saturday, the 

Governor of our state called to tell Peggy 
he would miss Joe. 

On the balcony of the Judic~al Bullding, Chlef Justice Peny 0. 
Hooper Sr., left, commends volunteers, Doris and Melvin Esser, for 

J O S C ~ ~  D. %ips A friend has been defined as "one 
attached to another by affectioll or 
esteem." Joe Phelps was loved by persons 

from all walks of life. The section for Joe was not limited 
by race, color or creed, and the esteem for him is boundless. 

Webster's Dictionary defines a servant as "one who serves 
others." Joe was a devoted servant to his family, his church, 
bis community and his State. His devotion and work for 
others is well recorded and documented. 

I have no doubt that if you polled 41 trial judges and 
appellate judges af this state as to who was the best circuit 
judge they knew, Joe would win in a walk. 

Though Judge Phelps was short of stature, the judiciary of 
this state has lost a giant. When all of us in the judiciary strive 
to imvrove -- a look at the life and works of Judge Phelvs 

theirservlce to the Unified Judicial System. 

by Rich Hobson 

I n the Micrographic Section of the Administrative 
Offiee of Courts (AOC) on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Melvin and Doris 
Esser are busily converting archival documents from a 
mountain of paper to microfilm. They take a 30-minute 
break and eat in the lunchroom loeated on the lobby floor 
overlooking the spillway and green grass of the 
courtyard. 

Why do the Essers, a retired Air Force Family, give 
their time every week? The answer lies in their desire to 
give something back. The AOC, the Unified Judicial " 

would be wise, 
Henry Thoreau wrote over 100 years ago something that, to 

me, is appropriat~ as I think of my friend, Judge Joseph D. 
Phelps: "Even the death of a friend will inspire us as much as 
their lives. Their memories will be encrusted over with 
sublime and pleasing thoughts, as their monuments are 
overgrown with moss." 

System (UJS) and the State of Alabama are fortunate to 
have such citizens giving their time,. without complaint 
and full of enthusiasm and purpose in a job often taken 
for granted. The Essers came to the UJS through the 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program (R.S.V.P.) which is a 
national organization with offices throughout Alabama. 

(See "VolunteersH next page) 
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("Volunteers" C ntinued) i &.&B 1 Circuit Judge Donald W. Ste 
Is the volunte program on June 17.1996. 

limited to retire 
individuals? 

old Naorni ~mihe tman 

official cowt reporter for c i r c a  ~4 
Stewart, 16th ~idicial  Circuit 
Patricia C. White was ap 
reporter on June 30, 1996. 
okcial court reporter for Circ 

-1 15th Judicial Circuit. 
time is a classic/il flutist, I Kathleen G. Whitten was ap&d 

Volunteer Naomi Smitheman reporter for Circuit Judge Jost 
spends the afternoon worktng 

. - -  .. . I Circuit, on May 6, 1996. 
ience working i a profes- 
sional enviro 4 n t  . 

SO, one aftern on a 

In AOC's payroll sectlon. I 

Judge John Coggin, ~heiokee 

Circuit Judge Henry W. 

County circuit clerk's office, 

Madison County circuit clefk 
1996, Ms. Rogers had served 
Habin's office since Aug. 7, 
the court system as the circuit 
from Jan. 18, 1977 to Jan. 16, 

Jo J. Cathey, court special 

1996. Ms. Cathey had served 
Aug. 17, 1983. She is survive 
Preston Copeland Clayton, 1 
Court justice, died June 20, l! 
Mr. Clayton was appointed to 
Court in 1953 by Gov. Gordoi 
several terms in the Alabama 
his wife, Jewel Gladys Clayto 
Charles P. Heath, magistrate 
County circuit clerk's office, c 
Heath had served in 
1982. He is survive 

died June 19, 1996. A lifelon 
Mandeville also served in the 
during WWII and the Korean 
by his wife, Mildred Edwards 

court 

on June 

udicial 

Doyle Wayne May was 

Bennie E. Bates, former iudi 



I Alabama Court News 

Delays: Thing of the Past fioi them has been re -ar res tedGZ&53 cases -- 
1,114 cases more than were filed. At the close of May, 
the court showed a case currency of only 76 percent, 

llowing the 13th ( ~ o b i l e  
"Delays in hearing civil actions in the Birmiugham 1 County - 65); 37th (Lee 

Division of the 10th Judicial Circuit (Jefferson County) Coosa counties - 69); and 
are a thing of the past'' said Wayne 
circuit judge. dropped from the 17,609 reported in 

"Six years ago, Jefferson County had the 1989 to 7,565, down more than 10,000 
largest pending civil caseload in the state, " 
said Judge Thorn. "We. had 17,609 pending The court continues to lock for new 

I civil cases, with a case currency of 198 ways to improve its operations and 
percent. This meant that under our old enhance the services it provides to the 
procedures it would have taken the court people of Jefferson County. Currently, 
approximately two years just to dispose the Birmingham Division is in the 
of the existing cases. In 1990, ho process of implementing a new 
civil division adopted a differenti automated juror panel management 
management plan and implemented system that will replace the former 
what is commonly referred to as process of physically drawing each 
docket.' With this plan and the help of a juror's name from the civil or criminal 
number of visiting judges, we were able jury box. "The flew system not only 
eliminate the civil backlog in just over o ensures a random. selection but allows us 
year," he said. "Today, we are s many juries in the e to making sure that our dockets remain f time, " said Judge 
current. " 

Case, statistics reflect this com lp us to further improve our 
12-month period ending May 3 1, .1996, the civ 
division judges reported a throughput of 1 13 percent, 

On June 23, 1996, a special ceremony took place in 
the Montgomay County courthouse, honoring student 

"Illiteracy statistics are national, but illiteracy is a 
community probkm-one that must be tackled at the state participants in TEA, a program designed to help 

and local levels. " Eugene C. Thomas, President probationers accomplish achievable educational goals. 

American Bar Association, 1986 Circuit Judge Sarah M. Greenhaw, who planned the 

J udges and probation o f f~e r s  know that crime and ceremony, passed out certificates of achievement to 36 
lack of education often go hand in hand. The students. In welcoming the students and their families, 

Education Alternative (TEA), a project of the Judge Greenhaw observed, "You often hear negative 

Montgomery Literacy Council funded by the State things about the court system, but today we are here to 
Department of Education, began in the fall of 1993. celebrate something positive.. . .We are here to honor 

Since the program's inception, nearly 700 referrals have those who are working so hard to improve their 

been assessed and referred to local education providers education. " 

or enrolled in the courthouse classroom program. TEA Director Cynthia Hays, who has worked 
Forty-five students have passed the G.E.D. test, and 
only one of them has been re-arrested. (See "Greeiihaw" page 4) 



ife on the Outsld 

The times I don't miss 

wanted, and always wan 
association with all the go 
Clerk's association and all 
miss all the pleasant Judg 
and the grumpy ones . . . 

I am sorry that I missed 

chosen as Community Hero 
in the 1996 Summer Olympics. 
Suttle Elected Chief Justice - 
Presiding Circuit Judge Michae 
was elected Chief Justice at this 
campaigned and was elected to 
many activities involved in the 
by the American Legion 

rge! " to open soon in Montgomery. 

of thinkimg about life. "Today, I have a Municipal Court Clerks and 

," she says. "I hope that the choices I (AhlCCW) held theit 7th 
1996, in Huntsville. This y 



("Briefs" Continued) 

"Reaching for the Stars" and conference topics ranged from 
Professionalism in the Workplace to Alabama's Ethics Law. 
A graduation ceremony was also held. Sixty-three court 
clerks and magistrates received certificates, which require 116 

sp*er. 
Direct Deposit Goal 100 % - Is your pay check getting to the 
bank on time? Absolutely, if you are using direct deposit. f i e  
UniIied Judicial System payroll department's goal is to have 
every official and employee using the fastest and most reliable 
way to get your money to the bank - direct deposit. 
Approximately 57% of Alabama Judicial System officials and - - 

employees are currently using direct deposit. If you would 
like to help reach our goal of 100 percent, contact AOC's 
personnel office at (800) 392-8077 or (334) 242-0300 to 
request a direct deposit sign-up form - remember to attach a 
voided check or deposit slip to the form when you retun it to 
AOC. 
Real Time Allows Judge to Communicate with Deaf 
Defendant - Two circuit judges in the 28th Judicial Circuit 
are participating in the evaluation of software to accomplish 
real time translation of the court reporter's notes during trials. 
Approximately six weeks ago the technology was used to 

a communicate with a deaf and pattially mute criminal 
defendant in Presiding Circuit Judge Charles Partin's 
courtroom. 

The defendant, who was changing a not guilty plea to a 
guilty plea, did not know sign language and the court had no 
ability to communicate with the defendant other than to shout. 
Then Fay Curtis, court reporter, suggested using the computer. 
The defendant was seated in front of the table with a laptop. 
He would respond to the questions asked by the court as the 
software converted the reporter's keystrokes into English and 
displayed them on the laptop computer screen. Judge Partin 
said that, while it was time consuming, it assured a perfect 
record of the proceedings and the court had no doubt the 
defendant understood what was occurring. 
Finally! An Affordable College Tuition - September is the 
open enrollment month for the Prepaid Affordable College 
Tuition (P.A.C.T.) program. 

The Alabama P.A.C.T. program was established in 1989 by 
the Alabama Legislature to help you plan and save for your 
children's college education. Through P.A.C.T., you may 
purchase a contract for the payment of four years of future 
undergraduate tuition and mandatory fees at any of Alabama's 
public colleges and universities. To qualify for this year's 
contract rate, your application must be received in the office 
of the State Treasurer by Sept. 30, 1996. 

Brochures and enrollment applications are available from 
Joe Matisak at (800) 392-8077. 

Alabama Court News 

Judge 
Somy 
Ryan, 
center, is 
honored by 
Margaret 
Anne Cross, 
left and 
CLnthfa 
Roseberry, 
right 

by Sheila Wall 
udge William "Sonny" Ryan is a woodworker repairing 
furniture and building bookshelves in his spare time. As a 

juvenile judge, he professionally employs the tools of his 
trade to repair families and to help them build better futures. 

Because of his 9 years of dedication to the children of Hale 
County, he was chosen as "Judge of the Year" by the 
Alabama Child Support Association. Judge Ryan was 
nominated by Cynthia Roseberry, Hale County DHR child 
support supervisor and Margaret Anne Cross, Hale County 
district attorney's office manager and chief clerk. In Mrs. 
Roseberry's nomination letter, she said that many times during 
court she has seen him stop proceedings to shake a child's 
hand. "He goes that extra mile to hopefully make a difference 
in that child's We," Mrs. Roseberry said. 

Judge Ryan serves the youth of his district in a variety of 
ways. His most recent building project is a juvenile detention 
facility. The 30-bed full-service juvenile detention facility 
will be a short-term facility for juveniles up to 19 years old 
who have been charged with criminal offences. 

Also, as chairman of the Hale Efnpowerment and 
Revitalization Organization (HERO), he worked with local 
citizens to land a family resource center in Greensboro, the 
county seat. 

HERO's goal is to improve the plight of the more than one- 
third of the county's residents who live in poverty. The 
family resource center, a result of HERO's efforts, offers 
counseling, legal services, adult basic education and life-skills 
training to strengthen the employability of residents. 

When asked why he is involved in at least 20 councils and 
committees, he replied, "I feel it is my duty as a judge." 

Judge Ryan is a valuable person ti, the Alabama Unified 
Judicial System not only for his service to the courts but for 
his service to children and thelt families. 

q y o u  would like to recommend an outsranding individual 
to be recognized in the personnel profile, please contact 
Sheila Wall at AOC. , 








