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Judicial Security, 
In and Out 
of the Courthouse 
By Rich Hobson 

J udicial security, both personal and 
in the courthouse, is of great 

importance to all of us in the judicial 
system. Events such as the Oklahoma 
City bombing have brought the issue 
closer to home. To meet this concern, 

Judicial Security Committee, composed of circuit and district 
judges, has been appointed to develop 
a comprehensive security plan for the 
trial courts. 

In April, a judicial security 
questionnaire was mailed to all of the 
trial judges. The purpose of the 
questionnaire is to establish baseline 
data on what currently exists in the 
trial courts, as well as to find out any 
concerns the judges have pertaining to 
security matters. 
AOC is planning to increase its 

focus on judicial security in the 
coming months. Related training 
during annual meetings and individual 
courthouse security surveys are being 
planned. 

If you have comments or 
suggestions concerning judicial 
security, please let us know by writing 
to: Judicial Security Committee c/o 
AOC Administrative Services, 300 
Dexter Ave., Montgomery, AL 36 104- 
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Pending Audio-Video Legislation Will Accelerate 
Alabama Courts Toward the Future 

By Eric Locke 

A n audio-video communication 
system for use in criminal 
pre-trial proceedings has been 

proposed by two bills presently 
pending in the regular session of the 
Alabama Legislature. These bills, if 
enacted, would eliminate the need for 
a jailed defendant to physically appear 
before the court for arraignment or 
other pre-trial matters, thereby 
expediting the criminal justice process 
and, at the same time, technologically 
advancing Alabama courts toward the 
2 1 st century. Senate bill 502, 
sponsored by Sen. Steve Windom, 

and House bill 608, sponsored by Rep. 
J. E. Turner, enable a judge or 
magistrate to use an audio-video 
device located in the courthouse and at 
the jail to simultaneously see and 
communicate with an incarcerated 
defendant for first appearances, bail 
hearings, arraignments or other pre- 
trial proceedings. These bills enable 
the defendant to have his or her 
counsel physically present at the jail 
for these proceedings and allow the 
defendant to communicate privately 
with his or her attorney during the live 
audio-video transmission. 

(See "Pending" next page) 

Faster Response Times on the Way 
By John O'Sullivan 

T he Judicial Data Center staff is state. It will be 
working with the State Finance shared with a 

Office's Telecommunications number of state a gencies, such as 
Division on a new , statewide revenue, public safety, voter 
network scheme which holds great registration and criminal justice. 
promise toward reducing the Currently up to six of our court 
terminal response times at all sites share a circuit with a 9,600 bit 
Alabama court sites. per second (bps) speed. The new 
The new scheme, known as frame scheme will have a separate circuit 

relay, is a high- speed data circuit from each courthouse that will run 
extending to courthouses in the at 1,544,000 bps. 

(See "Faster" next page) 
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e oot Camp Hosts Ways and Means Committee During Budget Process 

F or the past two years, members of the 
House Ways and Means Committee have 
toured selected child-care and education 
agencies across the state to assist them 
with the 
budget 
process. 
The 
Strickland 
Youth 
Center's 
Environmental Youth Corps was the first 
of five stops on the Committee's Mobile 
tour. 
By Sheila Wall 

T ransformations occur at the boot 
camp in Mobile. Whereas boys' 

lives are changed during the three-month 
confinement, so too did my perspective 
of detention centers during the brief tour. 

From the outset, its appearance was 
much what I had imagined - a barracks 
with cement-block buildings. Upon 

@ntering the cafeteria, however, I found a 
sharp contrast between the reinforced 
windows which, to my surprise, were 
dressed in delicate curtains. 
Remarks by Judge John Butler Jr., 

juvenile judge, like the contrast 
conveyed by the windows, showed 
sternness adorned with compassion. He 
explained that the Environmental Youth 
Corps is a military-style boot camp 

providing education and life-skills 
training to the recruits. While physical 
and psychological abuse by drill 
instructors is prohibited, the recruits' 
time in E.Y.C. Academy is not easy. 
Judge Butler told the Ways and Means 

Committee that the 48-bed boot camp has 
seen great success since the program 
began in 1992 as one of three in the 
nation. More than two-thirds of the 
teenagers who have graduated from the 
one-year alternative-sentencing program 
have not returned to crime thus far, he 
said. He described the boot camp as a 
"battle field." "We are treating children 
where they live." 

This "battle field" is where the fight is 
fought for the next generation. And the 
troops for this facility consist of court 
off~cials and employees, the Boys and 
Girls Clubs and the juveniles' parents and 
grandparents. Each recruit goes through 
the nine-month Aftercare Program which, 
like the residential program, requires the 
participation of the recruit's family. 
Toward the end of our visit, some 

recruits demonstrated their marching 
drills. The young men stepped proudly 
across the gym floor, following the 
sergeant's sharp shrill commands at 
every turn. We applauded their 
accomplishment. They had become 
"focused," with self-discipline and 

self-esteem 
Judge Butler said, "The most dramatic 

change I see in the recruits is that they 
become focused. After even a short time 
in the residential program, they are more 
focused in everything they do. 
"When these young men enter the 

E.Y.C. Academy, they will not meet your 
eye, they walk with their heads down. 
After a few days, they walk proudly with 
heads up. They are beginning to be 
disciplined." 

Funding Status 
Currently, the E.Y.C. Academy is 

waiting for its funding to clear the 
Senate. Mary Zoghby, resource 
development director for the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Greater Mobile, said they 
receive 75 percent of their funding from 
the state and 25 percent from the city and 
county of Mobile. "We are funded for 48 
beds and we would like to have an 
additional $200,000 (in our state funding) 
to expand to 60 beds," she said. 

The boot camp has been operating out 
of trailers and shares some facilities with 
the Strickland Youth Center. According 
to Gary Christopherson, corps director, 
the boot camp will relocate this summer 
to a new 9.6 acre facility. It will 
accommodate 80 recruits. 

Direct Deposit : 
The Fastest way to Get 
Your Check to the Bank 

F riday is pay day. Will your check 
get to the bank on time? Those court to your bank account at 12~01 a.m. 

officials and employees with direct Friday morning. 

deposit can answer this question with a More than 50 percent of the reliably and safely transmitted to your 
confident yes. Those of us without the officials bank account, contact AOC's personnel 
convenience of the automatic deposit to and are 

currently using direct off~ce at (800) 392-8077 or (334) 
our checking or savings accounts 242-0300 and request a direct 
however, can't be so sure. Direct deposit deposit sign-up form - remember 
gets your money safely to the bank. It is that Your 

a! funds are quickly, to attach a voided check or 
ot deterred by hurricanes, tornados or deposit slip to the form when you 
now storms. Your check is credited return it to AOC's payroll 

division. 



Court Personnel 

service in the court system. 

Stuart Leach. 

In Memoriam 

January 1991 but continued to serve the ~~d 
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for Mediationjsettlemen 

Week this summer. The 
purpose of the event is 
twofold: to clear the docket 
of pending civil cases, and 
to provide participants the 
opportunity to decide their 
own cases through 
mediation. The 
Montgomery efforts will 
serve as a pilot site for 

expansion of the program 

The American Bar 

Modification of Health Insurance Eligibility Rules 

S ince Jan. 1, 1996, the State Employees' Insurance board 
(SEIB) has required documentation to verify the status of 

all dependents added to family coverage. Documentation 
should accompany your completed SEIB Enrollment Form or . .~ 

Membership Status Change Form. Necess 
includes: 
1) marriage certificate, 
2) birth certificate, 
3) adoption decree, 
4) guardian order of appointment. . - 

Also since Jan. 1,1996, the SEIB no longer allows common 
law spouses to be added as dependents under family coverage. 
All common law spouses covered as dependents prior to 
January 1 will be allowed to retain their eligibility status, 
subject to appropriate verification. 

These strengthened eligibility requirements were adopted by 
the SEIB to prevent ineligible persons from fraudulently re- 
ceiving health insurance benefits at the expense of other 
members and the taxpayers. It is expected that the 
enforcement of this new policy will help reduce claims and, 
therefore, protect the excellent health benefits currently 
enjoyed by state employees. Failure to provide the proper 
documentation may result in delayed enrollment of 
dependents. If documents are not forwarded with the 
enrollment form, you will be contacted directly by the SEIB. 

Judiciary Reviews Court Referral Programs 

By Marty Ramsay 

On Feb. 9, 1996, a committee of 18 
trial court judges met at the Judicial 
Building to discuss the Court Referral 
Officer (CRO) and Court Referral 
Programs. During the day-long 
meeting several recommendations 
were made concerning the future of 
these programs. 
The committee recommended that 

CROs become independent from court 
referral programs. This was suggested 
because a possible conflict of interest 
exists. 

For the past three years, presiding 

@ udges have been notified when 
independent CRO contracts are to be 
renewed. In several instances, the 

presiding judges, with input from 
other judges, have requested the CRO 
become neutral and detached from the 
court referral program. Currently, 
there are 12 sites, covering 16 
counties, where CROs are independent 
from court referral programs. 

A recommendation was made for 
presiding judges to continue 
requesting that CROs become 
independent until a funding 
mechanism is located to fund all 
CROs. 
The committee supported an increase 

in the Level I fee. This fee has not 
been raised in the last nine years. 

Concerns about the type programs 
AOC certified was discussed. 
Currently, there is ,no authorizing state 
agency certifying any domestic 
violence programs, batterers 
programs, or quasi-treatment 
programs for alcohol and drug 
abusers. 

If you have comments or concerns 
about the Court Referral Programs, 
please contact Marty Ramsay in 
AOC's Trial Court Services Division. 




