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Law & Court Observance Judges Study 

Week IS April 29-May 3 Jail Crowding 

" L i b e r t y  a n d  J u s t i c e  
f o r  All," t h e  t h e m e  f o r  
t h e  May 1 Law Day celebra-  
tion throughout t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  will also be  t h e  
t h e m e  of Alabama's  Law 
and Cour t  Observance  Week, 
April 29 - May 3. 

The Alabama S t a t e  Bar  
A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  a g a i n  co-  
s p o n s o r i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  of 
t h e  week. 

In a letter to all presiding 
circuit judges, Chief Justice 
C. C. Torbert, Jr., requested 
"that the bench join ranks 
with the bar, law enforce- 
ment agencies, civic organiza- 
tions, and schools to ensure 
that our 1985 Law and 
Court Observance Week 
c e l e b r a t i o n  i s  the best 
yet." 

Alabama received a special  
s e r v i c e  a w a r d  f r o m  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  B a r  Associa t ion  
f o r  i t s  1982 Law and Cour t  
O b s e r v a n c e  Week program. 

"Law and Court Observ- 
a n c e  Week provides the  
bench and bar with an excel- 

lent opportunity each year 
t o  strengthen the judicial 
and legal system in Alabama. 
Educational activities involv- 
ing students, such as mock 
trials, visits to the court- 
house, and assembly programs, 
as well as activities involv- 
ing adults, can play an 
import ant role in gaining 
public support for the courts 
and the  judicial system," 
Torbert said. 

In addit ion t o  t h e  many 
local  ac t iv i t ies  being planned, 
a public serv ice  television 
spot  is being prepared f o r  
distribution t o  a l l  Alabama 
television stations. It  will 
f e a t u r e  t h e  Chief Jus t i ce  
wi th  a group of f i f t h  g rade  
s t u d e n t s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  
" L i b e r t y  a n d  J u s t i c e  f o r  
All" theme. 

Bill Campbell  and Peg  
Walker a t  t h e  Administrat ive 
Of f i ce  of Cour t s  a r e  avail- 
ab le  t o  assist  local groups 
i n  planning ac t iv i t ies  and 
p r o v i d i n g  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  
will assist  in wri t ing su i table  
speeches. 

C i r c u i t  Judge  John M. 
K a  r rh ,  Tuscaloosa  County; 
C i r c u i t  J u d g e  L e s l i e  C .  
Johnson, Lauderdale County; 
a n d  R e p .  T o m  C o b u r n ,  
C o l b e r t  Coun ty ,  a t t e n d e d  
t h e  nat ional  judicial confer-  
e n c e  o n  ja i l  a n d  prison 
c r o w d i n g  i n  R e n o ,  N V ,  
March 12-15. 

The meet ing  was  t i t led,  
" N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of 
t h e  J u d i c i a r v :  C r i s i s  i n  
t h e  St ree ts ;  f a i l  and Prison 
Crowding." 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  heard f rom 
nationally-prominent cr iminal  
just ice expe r t s  and considered 
a s e r i e s  of recommended 
jud ic i a l  p r a c t i c e s  on jail 
and prison crowding. 

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  
f u n d e d  by a g ran t  f rom 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Ins t i tu te  of 
Jus t i ce  of t h e  U.S. Depart-  
men t  of Jus t i ce  and was  
co-sponsored by t h e  National 
Conference  of Special  Cour t  
J u d g e s  a n d  t h e  Na t iona l  
Conference  of S t a t e  Trial 
J u d g e s  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  
B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  J u d i c i a l  College. 

Isaac Judson Scott, Jr. 
Isaac Judson Scot t ,  Jr., a member  of t h e  Judicial Inquiry Commission s ince  i t s  inception 

in 1973, died January  2, 1985, in Opelika. H e  was  57. 

His widow, Mar tha  Mardre Scot t ,  was  appointed by Governor Wallace t o  succeed him on 
t h e  commission. 

A resolution, passed unanimously by t h e  Judicial  Inquiry Commission, said Mr. Sco t t ' s  "wis- 
dom and insight cont r ibuted  grea t ly  t o  t h e  commission's e f f o r t s  t o  se rve  t h e  people of t h e  S t a t e  
of Alabama and t h e  Alabama Cour t  System." 
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(Continued from Page 1 )  
Chief Justice Appoints 

J. Edward Tease ,  Presiding 
C i rcu i t  Judge  of Lauderdale  
C o u n t y ,  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  c o m m i t t e e  will b e  
c h a i  r e d  by Judge  Char l e s  
A. Thigpen, Dis t r ic t  Judge  
of Hale  County. 

C u r r e n t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
de termining  addit ional  judge- 
ship requi rements  a r e  contain-  
e d  in a May 26, 1975, Supreme  
C o u r t  O r d e r  which i s  based 
on a n  Ins t i tu te  f o r  C o u r t  
Management  Study. 

T h e  O r d e r  sets f o r t h  
seven criteria fo r  considera- 
tion: population per  judge; 
population density; square 
miles per  judge; case filings 
per  judge; case dispositions 
p e r  judge; cases pending 
p e r  judge; and  attorneys 
per  judge. 

As set f o r t h  in t h e  Order ,  
t h e  c r i t e r i a  a r e  unranked, 
a n d  e a c h  f a c t o r  has  t h e  
s a m e  signif icance o r  "weight" 
as any  o t h e r  f ac to r .  

The  second considerat ion 
of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  will b e  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t i m e  
s tandards  o r  goals  f o r  process- 
ing cases in e a c h  jurisdiction 
of c i r cu i t  and  d i s t r i c t  cour t .  

While t h e  weighted case- 
load study involves measuring 
o r  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  
of j u d g e  t i m e  spen t  on  
a case, t h e  t i m e  s tandard  
study will ana lyze  t h e  t o t a l  
e l a p s e d  t i m e  f r o m  f i l i ng  
t o  disposition f o r  e a c h  ma jo r  
t y p e  o f  case i n  c i r c u i t  
and  d i s t r i c t  court .  

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  will de t e r -  
mine  t h e  appropr i a t e  e lapsed  
t i m e  f o r  e a c h  jurisdiction 
a n d  develop spec i f ic  t i m e  
s tandards  o r  goals. 

"00th t h e  weighted case- 
l o a d  a n d  t i m e  s t anda rd  
study are in keeping with 
o u r  long- s t and ing  policy 
of judicial accountability. 
Because of the cost involved 
i n  a d d i n g  judgeships, it 
is imperative tha t  we pmvide 
t h e  leg is la ture  wi th  t h e  
m o s t ,  reliable and accurate 
information available. 

"Also, t h e  adoption of 
appropr ia te  t ime standards 
will  provide t h e  judiciary 
with a yardstick by which 
we can  be more accountable 
to t h e  public," concluded 
Torbe rt. 

Level I1 Court Referral 
Program Committee 

S t a t e  law current ly  provides 
t h a t  a l l  persons convic ted  
of DUI f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
m u s t  a t t e n d  a n  approved 
DUI school. 

While t hese  schools  have  
h a d  a f a v o r a b l e  i m p a c t  
o n  de fendan t s  who a r e  "social 
d r i n k e r s , "  t hey  h a v e  n o t  
b e e n  e f f e c t i v e  in deal ing 
wi th  de fendan t s  who have  
a serious alcohol  dependency. 

The Level I1 Court Refer- 
r a l  Program is designed 
to develop  a method to 
accurately identify problem 
dr inkers  and  es tab l i sh  a 
system of referral agencies 
which would assist them. 

T h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  cha i red  
by Dis t r ic t  Judge  Val McGee 
of Dale  County,  i s  charged  
w i t h  t h e  responsibility of 
d e v e l o p i n g  a m o d e l  f o r  
t h e  overa l l  c o u r t  re fer ra l  
program, identifying individ- 
ual  components  of t h e  pro- 
g r a m  and developing a se rv i ce  
p l a n  f o r  e a c h  component  
and  a method of eva lua t ing  
t h e i r  services. 

The  c o m m i t t e e  i s  composed 
of  d i s t r i c t  and municipal 
judges, state t r a f f i c  off icials ,  
m u n i c i p a l  c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s ,  
and  men ta l  hea l th  profession- 
a l s  

Sentencing Committee 

A t  t h e  request  of Chief 
J u s t i c e  T o r b e r t ,  C i r c u i t  
J u d g e  J o s e p h  P h e l p s  o f  a 
Montgomery and S t a t e  Repre-  
s e n t a t i v e  B e t h  M a r i e t t a  
of Mobile a t t ended  a nat ional  
c o n f e r e n c e  o n  s e n t e n c i n g  
in Washington, D.C., recently. 

As  a follow-up to t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e ,  J u d g e  P h e l p s  
and  Represen ta t ive  Mar i e t t a  
p r e s e n t e d  a p r o g r a m  o n  
sentencing  to t h e  Judicial  
S t u d y  C o m m i s s i o n  at i t s  
annual  mee t ing  on  Janua ry  
10-11, 1985. 

A t  t h e  request  of t h e  
J S C ,  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  
a p p o i n t e d  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  
to a n a l y z e  t h e  sentencing  
p r o c e s s  in  A l a b a m a  a n d  
t o  c o n s i d e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
needs  in t h i s  a r ea .  

Chai red  by Judge  Phelps, 
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  will make  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  
t o  m a k e  t h e  procedures  
u t i l i z e d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  
s e n t e n c e s  m o r e  u n i f o r m  
in Alabama. 
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Orientation Held for Municipal Judges 
An Orienta t ion  f o r  Municipal C o u r t  Judges,  sponsored by t h e  Alabama Judicial  College, 

d e a l t  with t h e  judges' du t i e s  and responsibilities and t h e  p rac t i ca l  a s p e c t s  and procedures  of 
conducting municipal cour t .  

T h e  session w a s  held in Tuscaloosa in February.  

Municipal Judges, Clerks, Police Chiefs Meet 

Municipal  c o u r t  judges, 
c l e r k s  a n d  p o l i c e  ch ie f s  
f r o m  t h r o u g h o u t  Alabama 
a r e  par t ic ipa t ing  in regional 
s e m i n a r s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  
t h e  Municipal C o u r t  Opera-  
t ions Division of t h e  Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  Off i c e  of Courts .  

T h e  s e m i n a r s ,  b e i n g  
held in Huntsville, Mobile, 
Birmingham, and Montgom- 
e r y ,  i n c l u d e  sessions on 
b o o k k e e p i n g ,  b u d g e t i n g ,  
c o m p u t e r s  a n d  b u s i n e s s  
e q u i p m e n t ;  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  i s s u e s  
and  answers; deal ing with 
i r a t e  c i t izens ;  jurisdiction 

I roblems; negot ia t ing  worth-  
ess i n s t r u m e n t s ;  b o n d  

for fe i tures ;  and s t ruc tu r ing  
t h e  af f idavi t .  

T h e  s e m i n a r  s c h e d u l e  

i s  as follows: !-luntsville, 
March 28-29; Mobile, April 
11-12;  Birmingham,  April 
18-19;  M o n t g o m e r y ,  May 
9- 10. 

S e m i n a r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
inc lude :  Sue  Pr ice ,  C i ty  
Clerk,  Southside Municipal 
C o u r t ,  H u n t s v i l l e ;  D a n  
T u  r n m i  r e ,  C i t y  C l e r k ,  
Hueytown Municipal Cour t ;  
G l o r i a  H e r s h i s e r ,  C l e r k ,  
G a d s d e n  Municipal Court .  

J u d y  R o b b i n s ,  C l e r k ,  
M o n t g o m e r y  M u n i c i p a l  
C o u r t ;  J e r r y  M i t c h e l l ,  
A l b e r t v i l l e  Pol ice  Depar t -  
ment ;  Chief Allen Needham, 
Monteva l lo  Pol ice  Depar t -  
m e n t ;  C h i e f  Timothy J. 
B y r d ,  E n t e r p r i s e  P o l i c e  
Depar tmen t .  

Ass is tant  Chief A. W. 
Hall, Foley Pol ice  Depar t -  
ment ;  Hon. Henry W. "Bucky" 
McMillan, Judge,  Alabama 
C o u r t  of Cr iminal  Appeals, 
M o n t g o m e r y ;  Hon. J a m e s  
H. Lackey,  Judge,  Mobile 
M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t ;  H o n .  
John  G. Lowther ,  Judge ,  
V e s t a v i a  H i l l s  M u n i c i p a l  
C o q  r t ,  B i r m i n g h a m ;  a n d  
W a l l a c e  D o r n i n g ,  C l e r k ,  
Huntsville Municipal Cour t .  

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  o n  t h e  
programs f rom t h e  Adminis- 
t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of C o u r t s  
will b e  Angelo V. Trimble, 
D i r e c t o r ,  Municipal Cour t  
Operat ions;  J e a n  D. Holcomb 
and Frank Millo, Municipal 
Cour t  Analysts; and Myra 
B a k e r ,  S t a f f  A t t o r n e y ,  
Legal  Division. 
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Leave Wi lboul  Pay 
Costly t o  Workers 
I n  Severa l  Ways 

When U J S  employees  
t a k e  l e a v e  wi thout  pay 
(LWOP), i t  can af fec t  more 
than their  paychecks! 

If t h e  period of LWOP 
is  a n  extended one  (19 o r  
more  work days), and t h e  
e m p l o y e e  e n t e r e d  S t a t e  
se rv ice  pr ior  to December  
20, 1983, h e  must  pay back 
t h e  seven days wages  advanc- 
ed  t o  him when t h e  S t a t e  
revised t h e  payroll periods 
in December  of 1983 ( see  
Cour t  News, Oc tobe r ,  1983). 
T h e  s e v e n  d a y s '  pay  i s  
c u t  f rom t h e  l a s t  pay period 
worked be fo re  t h e  LWOP; 
i f  t h e  e m p l o y e e  w o r k e d  
less  than  seven days, t h e  
p r i o r  pay  period i s  a lso  
af fec ted .  Upon return f rom 
L W O P ,  t h e  e m p l o y e e  i s  
r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t h e  seven 
days in a s e p a r a t e  war ran t  
a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  receives 
his regular pay. 

Generally, if t he  employ- 
ee is on LWOP on the  first  
day of t h e  month, he must 
pay h is  hea l th  insurance 
premium f o r  t h a t  month 
in order to maintain contin- 
uous coverage. The S ta t e  
does  n o t  pay for  fringe 
b e n e f i t s  when employees  
are off t he  payroll. If he 
chooses to let the  coverage 
lapse, he will be re-enrolled 
upon  re turn  f rom LWOP 
but will again be subject 
to  t h e  270-day wait ing 

fo r  preexisting condi- 
tions. ' 

T h e  premium f o r  indi- 
v i d u a l  c o v e r a g e  ( w h i c h  
t h e  S t a t e  pays f o r  a c t i v e  
f u l l - t i m e  e m p l o y e e s )  i s  
current ly  $100 p e r  month. 
The  cost of dependent  c o v e  r- 
a g e  is a n  addit ional  $82.50. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  would c o s t  
$182.50 pe r  month t o  main- 
ta in  cove rage  f o r  a n  employ- 
ee and his family if h e  
i s  on LWOP on t h e  f i r s t  
of a month; premiums a r e '  
a l w a y s  due  pr ior  to t h e  
f i r s t  day  of t h e  month  of 
c o v e r a g e .  

O t h e r  .pay roll deductions, 
such as Cred i t  Union and 
l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m s ,  
c a n  a lso  b e  a f f ec t ed ,  espe- 
cially if t h e  employee  i s  
off t h e  payroll during t h e  
pay period when t h e  deduc- 
t ions a r e  made. 

Merit Pay Delayed 

A l s o ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  
who is  in pay s t a t u s  f o r  
less  than  64 hours in a 
pay period does  no t  ea rn  
l eave  during t h a t  pay period, 
a n d  LWOP's  of I 5  days  
o r  m o r e  a f f e c t  t h e  employ- 
ee 's  m e r i t  s a l a r y  d a t e ,  
w h i c h  m e a n s  h i s  a n n u a l  
raise could c o m e  at a l a t e r  
d a t e .  T h e  t o t a l  s e r v i c e  
da te ,  used f o r  ca lcula t ing  
leave  earning rates,  i s  also 
af fec ted .  

S i n c e  LWOP a f f e c t s  
so many areas, employees 
a n d  t h e i  r a d  minist  r a to r s  
a r e  urged t o  coord ina te  
t h e s e  c h a n g e s  wi th  t h e  
A O C  P e r s o n n e l  Division 
well in advance of t he  leave. 
Early planning could save 
headaches as well as $$$$$. 

State Retirement 
IRA's Available 
To State Workers 

I n d i v i d u a l  r e t i r e m e n t  
a c c o u n t s  a r e  available t o  
p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  Public Employees'  Indi- 
v idua l  Re t i r emen t  Account 
Fund  (PEIRAF) ,  which is 
administered by t h e  Ret i re-  
m e n t  Sys tems of Alabama. 
P E I R A F  a c c o u n t s  p r o v i d e  
essential ly t h e  s a m e  income 
t a x  a d v a n t a g e s  as IRA's 
a n d  a r e  a l s o  subjec t  to 
t h e  s a m e  income t a x  penal- 
t i e s  o n  e a r l y  wi thd rawa l  
as a r e  applied to a n  IRA. 

One of t he  main attrac- 
t ions  of t h e  PEIRAF is 
t h e  R e t i r e m e n t  Systems'  
superior investment perform- 
ance, which has consistently 
surpassed t h e  performance 
of similar funds. Superior 
inves tment  r e tu rn  and a 
lack  of membership fees 
and service charges combine 
to  v i r tua l ly  a s su re  t h a t  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  c r ed i t ed  to 
each account should exceed 
tha t  offered through com- 
mercial financial institutions. 
The yield f o r  t he  period 
April 1, 1984, through Sep- 
tember 30, 1984, was a n  
a n n u a l  p e r c e n t a g e  r a t e  
of 13.89%. 

A n o t h e r  a d v a n t a g e  
i s  t h e  convenience of pay roll 
d e d u c t i o n  of contributions. 
A m e m b e r  c a n  e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  inconvenience of mailing 
d i r ec t  deposi ts  by e lec t ing  
to m a k e  monthly contribu- 
t ions  through pay roll deduc- 
t ion  t o  his o r  h e r  PEIRAF 
a c c o u n t .  In a d d i t i o n  to 
t h e  conven ience ,  contr ibu- 
t ions made  through payroll 

{Continued on Page 8 ) 
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New Circuit, District Judges Have Orientation 

Circuit Judge S. A. Watson, 
Jr., 23rd Circuit, Huntsville. 

Circuit Judge Marvin Cherner, 
10th Circuit, Birmingham. 

District Judge Douglas I. Johnstone, Mobile Co.; District 
Judge Richard Lane, Lee Co. 

Circuit Judge W. W. Rabren, Circuit Judge Mike Suttle, 11th Circuit Judge Robert Kendall, 13th Circuit, Mobile; District 
10th Circuit, Birmingham. Circuit, Florence. Judges Celeste Pettway, Wilcor CO., Douglas Johnstone, 

Mobile Co.; Richard Lane, Lee Co. 

Circuit 'Judges Arthur Haynes, Jr., 10th Circuit, Bir- District  Judge Aubrey Ford, District Judge Gary McAliley, 
mingham; Thomas Norton, 28th Circuit, Bay Minette; Macon Co. Coffee County. 
Anne Farrell McKelvey, 4th Circuit, Selma. 
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ClerksIRegisters'  Courses in Progress @ 
Spring Special ty Courses, 

i n c l u d i n g  w a r r a n t  issuance 
and  accounting,  a r e  being 
c o n d u c t e d  f o r  e m p l o y e e s  
o f  c l e r k s  a n d  r e g i s t e r s '  
o f f  i c e s  by t h e  A l a b a m a  
J u d i c i a l  C o l l e g e  Div i s ion  
of t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  Of f i ce  
of Courts .  

T h e  c o u r s e s  a r e  being 
t augh t  in Deca tu  r, Montgom- 
e ry, Evergreen,  and Bi rming- 
ham in o r d e r  t o  make  t h e m  
access ib le  t o  t h e  maximum 
number  of people. 

D u r i n g  e a c h  Wednesday 
s e s s i o n ,  c l a s s  m e m b e r s  
are learning abou t  t h e  Impor- 
t a n c e  of Magis t ra tes  Funct ions  
and t h e  Dut ies  and Respons- 
i b i l i t i e s  o f  M a g i s t r a t e s .  
O t h e r  topics  include Defini- 
tions, Procedures  and Forms; 
S t e p - b y - s t e p  P r o c e s s  i n  
Warrant  Issuance; Step-by-step 

Examination of a Compla in t  
a n d  W a r r a n t ;  M u n i c i p a l  
C a s e s  in t h e  Dis t r ic t  Court ;  
T r a f f i c  C a s e s ;  a n d  How 
t o  Cons t ruc t  a n  Affidavit  
f rom Ti t le  13A, Code  of 
Alabama 1975. 

Wednesday program part ici-  
p a n t s  i nc lude :  J a m e s  E. 
B e r r y ,  A s s i s t a n t  Direc tor ,  
A l a b a m a  J u d i c i a l  College; 
Angelo V. Trimble,  Director ,  
Municipal C o u r t  Ope  rations, 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of  
C o u r t s ;  L y n d a  L. F l y n t  
and  Myra J. Baker, S taf f  
Attorneys,  AOC. 

T h u  r s d a y  s e s s i o n s  o n  
account ing  include a n  Over-  
view of Fiscal  Procedures;  
A c c o u n t i n g  i n  C r i m i n a l  
Cases;  Accounting in Civi l  
Cases; a Review of Revised 
Transmi t ta l  Cases; Account-  
i n g  f o r  P a r t i a l  Payment ;  

and a round t ab le  discussion 
on  Tr ia l  Cour t  Accounting. 

Conducting t h e  account ing  
s e s s i o n s  wi l l  be: R o b e r t  
H. Tillman, Director ,  AOC 
O p e  rat ions;  Larry  Williard, 
J r . ,  C P A ,  E x a m i n e r s  of 
P u b l i c  A c c o u n t s ;  D e v o n  
Kiker, C i r cu i t  Clerk,  Russell 
County; Nina Poole, Book- 
keeper ,  Pe r ry  County; Ol iver  
Gilmore,  Assistant  Director ,  
A O C  O p e r a t i o n s ;  B e t t y  
W a s h b u r n ,  B o o k k e e p e r ,  
and Febby Nail, Bookkeeper, 
Jef ferson  County,  Birmingham. 

T h e  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  
s e m i n a r s  i s  as fo l lows:  
March 20-21, Holiday Inn, 
Decatur ;  April 3-4, Holiday 
I n n - C a p i t o l ,  M o n t g o m e r y ;  
A p r i l  10-1 1, Holiday Inn, 

Quali ty Inn-South, Bi rming- 

C 
E v e r g r e e n ;  A p r i l  17-18, . 

ham. 

(Continued from Page 6 ) 
State Retirement 

deduc t ion  a r e  no t  subjec t  
t o  a m i n i m u m  d e p o s i t .  
D i rec t  depos i t s  t o  PEIRAF 
m u s t  b e  a t  l e a s t  $100. 

The maximum contribu- 
tion to a PEIRAF account 
is $2,000 in any one tax 
year. Direct deposits made 
prior to April 5 1985, 
may be designated as contri- 
butions for the 1984 tax 
year. However, contributions 
made through payroll deduc- 
tion are credited in the 
y e a r  in  which deducted 
and may not be otherwise 
designated. Members who 
wish to take advantage 
of the tax deferment for 

1984 may do so by making 
a direct deposit prior to 
April 15, 1985, and designat- 
ing the deposit as a 1984 
contribution. 

P u b l i c  employees  must  
submit  a properly comple t ed  
M e m b e r  R e c o r d  f o r m  t o  
t h e  PEIRAF o f f i c e  in o r d e r  
t o  open a n  account .  Informa- 
t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  P E I R A F  
a n d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r m s  
may b e  requested by wri t ing 
t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Employees'  
Individual R e t i r e m e n t  Account  
F u n d ,  R e t i r e m e n t  Sys t ems  
o f  A l a b a m a ,  1 3 5  S o u t h  
Un ion  S t r e e t ,  Montgomery, 
AL 36130, o r  by cal l ing 
t h e  Personnel  Division at 
t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Of f i ce  
of  C o u r t s ,  1-800-392-8077, 
Ext. 254. 

Name Changed? 

U J S  e m p l o y e e s  w h o  
have  changed t h e i r  n a m e s  
shou ld  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  i t  
i s  t h e i r  respons ib i l i ty  t o  
not i fy  t h e  Social  Secur i ty  
A d m i n i s t  r a t i o n  s o  t h a t  
t h e i r  records c a n  be  updated 
a n d  a n e w  c a r d  i ssued .  
The  employee  should c o n t a c t  
h i s  local  SSA o f f i c e  and 
f i l l  o u t  t h e  required fo rm 
number  SS-5. 

T h e  A O C  P e r s o n n e l  
D iv i s ion  routinely reques ts  
updated t a x  fo rms  and hea l th  
a n d  retiremen;hae;g",!my;a 
w h e n  n a m e  
reported,  bu t  i t  i s  t h e  employ- 
ee's responsibility t o  notify 
t h e  Social  Secur i ty  Adminis- 
t ration. 
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Clerks, Registers Meet in Montgomery 

(I-r) Veleria Ihomley, Cir. Ck., Genew Co.; John Lazenby, Cir. 
Clk., Elmore Co.; Joyce Martin, Reg., Wimton Co.; Sandm Livings- 
ton, CIr. Ck., Hale Co.; Willouise Harper, Reg., Marion Co.; 
Mary Auburtin, Cir. Ck., Perry Co. 

Polly Conmdi, Jefferaon Co., Prea., 
Ala. Assn. of Clerks. & Registers. 

Cir. Clerk Mary E. Snoddy, Green Co. 

Circuit Clerks Jerry G. (Pete) Tmmmell, Cherokee Co., 
Joe Newton, Fmnklin Co. 

IF, '1-r) Circuit Clerks Devon Kiker, Russell Co.; Ron 
Harwell, Sumter Co.; Dewayne Sealey, Marengo Co.; 
(R ,  I-r) Circuit Clerk. Ray Bozeman, Covington Co.; Dist. 
Clerk Melba Dutton, Morgan Co. 

Chief Justice C. C. Torbert, jr. 
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Administrat ive  O f f i c e  We lcomes  N e w  Employees  

Stephen C. Tomberlin has  joined t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  Administra-  
t i v e  O f f i c e  of C o u r t s  as a Micrographic Supervisor. 

S t e v e  i s  supervising A O C t s  micrographic  program and 
i s  working wi th  c i r cu i t  c l e rks  in t h e  disposal of c o u r t  records  
el igible f o r  des t ruc t ion .  

A na t ive  of At lanta ,  h e  a t t e n d e d  A t l a n t a  public schools 
and w a s  g radua ted  f rom DeKalb Col lege  with a d e g r e e  in 
business adminis t  ration. 

S t e v e  recent ly  served as Records  Management  Supervisor 
with t h e  Super ior  C o u r t  C le rk ' s  O f f i c e  in Sand Mountain, 
Ga. 

H e  and his wife ,  Billie, have  daugh te r s  a g e s  1 and 3. 

Retired Mobile County Court Ad- 
ministrator Sedrick Woodruff pre- 
sents a token of appreciation to  
his former employee, Emilie Cherry, 
who is now an employee o f  AOC. 

A na t ive  of L e e  County ,  Emilie Jones Cherry has  
joined t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  of C o u r t s  as a C o u r t  
Management  Analyst.  She  will ass is t  Mike Carro l l  in  
working wi th  judges and c l e rks  throughout t h e  state. 

Before  joining AOC, Emilie  worked in Mobile f o r  
s ix y e a r s  in t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  C o u r t  Administrator .  

A g r a d u a t e  of t h e  Universi ty of Montevallo, s h e  
i s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  U.S. Mar ine  Corps  Reserve ,  serving 
in Headquar ters ,  4 th  Marine A i r c r a f t  Wing in New Or- 
leans. 

Court Reporter to Attend Summer Meeting in Europe 
Mrs. Alice N. Sweeney,  of f ic ia l  c o u r t  r epor t e r  to Ci rcu i t  Judge  William D. P a g e  of t h e  23rd 

Judicial Ci rcui t ,  Huntsville, will p re sen t  a pape r  to t h e  In ters teno Congress  in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
in  July. 

"Mrs. Sweeney will be  a n  exce l l en t  representa t ive  t o  t h e  Congress," said Harry  F o s t e r  of  
t h e  Nat ional  Shorthand R e p o r t e r s  Association. "She i s  a pen wr i t e r ,  and  a l l  par l iamentary  report-  
e r s  in Europe a r e  pen writers ,"  h e  said. 
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Managers  Tra in  T o  I d e n t i f y  Prob lem Dr inkers  

Leve l  I1 DUI C o u r t  Re fe r -  
ral  P rog ram manage r s  m e t  
r e c e n t l y  i n  M o n t g o m e r y  
in a t ra in ing  program design- 
e d  t o  s tudy c o u r t  procedures  
f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  p r o b l e m  
drinkers. 

T h e  m a n a g e r s  compared  
v a r i o u s  e v a l u a t i o n  ins t ru-  
m e n t s  a i m e d  at de t e rmin ing  
which DUI o f f ende r s  have  
ser ious  problems of alcohol  
involvement ,  w i th  pa r t i cu l a r  
emohas is  on  t h e  Mort imer-  
e ilk ins i n s t r u m e n t ,  which  
w a s  designed unde r  a Nation- 
a l  Highway Tra f f i c  S a f e t y  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  () f o r  u se  in a cour t room se t t ing .  

A l a b a m a  l a w  c u r r e n t l y  
provides t h a t  a l l  f i r s t  offend- 
e r s  must  c o m p l e t e  a DUI 
c o u r t  r e f e r r a l  program ap- 
proved by t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  
Off i c e  of Cour ts .  

Many Have Problems 

S t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
a l a rge  p e r c e n t a g e  of drunk 
d r i v e r s  h a v e  problems of 
a lcohol  involvement.  

T h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  
i s  p a r t  of a n  increasing 
e f f o r t  t o  distinguish problem 
dr inkers  f rom socia l  dr inkers  
a n d  t o  r e f e r  e a c h  t o  t h e  
appropr i a t e  educa t ion  and /o r  

Q t r e a t m e n t  program. 

I n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  
w e r e  La r ry  Nelson, Coordina-  
t o r  of Communi ty  Alcohol 
P rograms ,  and J i m  Crumrine ,  

Shown, lef t  to  right: Kelley Price, Anniston; Laum Murdock, Montgomery; 
Jim Crurnrine, Huntsville; Larry Nelson, Huntsville; Jim Edwards, Annistoq 
Bob Sirnpson, AOC; George Ferqueron, Ozark; David Holmes, Birmingham; 
Sue Irvin, Mobile. Not shown: Ed Sherer, Valley; Wallace Doming, Hunts- 
ville; Angelo Trimble, AOC. 

M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  Probat ion  
o f f i c e r ;  C A C ,  of t h e  Hunts-  (Con t inued f romPage  2 )  ville Municipal Cour t .  

Changes Made 

Nationally Certified 

They a r e  t w o  of 12 people  
in t h e  United S t a t e s  recent ly  
c e r t i f i e d  by t h e  Nat ional  
H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  
A d m i n i s t  r a t i o n  t o  t e a c h  
t h e  use  of t h e  eva lua t ion  
ins t rument .  

(3 )  P a  r a g  r aph  IV(3)(a)(3) 
regarding o v e r n i g h t  s t a y s  
has  been amended  t o  state 
t h a t  t h e  d i s t ance  f r o m  "home 
b a s e "  m u s t  b e  40 miles 
o r  more;  t h i s  requi rement  
is  waived f o r  Judic ia l  Co l l ege  
functions,  o r  when a n  over-  
night  s t a y  is required d u e  
t o  l a t e  meet ings ,  etc. In 
t h e  case of t h e  l a t t e r ,  
p r io r  approval  i s  required. 

If you have  any ques t ions  
T h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  regarding t h e  above  changes  

w a s  f u n d e d  b y  NHTSA,  t o  t h e  in-s ta te  t r a v e l  proce-  
par t ly  through a g r a n t  t o  d u r e s ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  O l ive r  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  P r o b a t i o n  Gi lmore  at t h e  Administra-  
a n d  P a  r o l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  t i v e  O f f i c e  of Cour ts .  
and par t ly  through a g r a n t  
t o  t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  
of C o u r t s  by t h e  Alabama  
D e p a r t m e n t  of E c o n o m i c  
a n d  C o m m u n i t y  A f f a i r s ,  
D i v i s i o n  o f  H ighway  and 
T r a f f i c  Safe ty .  

April 29 - May 3 

Law and Court Observance 



Court Neww 

Page l2 * 
WORKING IN ST. CLAlR COURTHOUSE 
CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO THE HEALTH 

St. C la i r  County Court-  
house employees a r e  get t ing 
t ired of l i fe in t h e  fas t  
lane. 

It's hard t o  keep your 
mind on your work while 
your eyes  a r e  on t h e  traffic-- 
especially t r a f f i c  t h a t  may 
be coming through t h e  door  
at you. 

T h e  C o u r t h o u s e  S q u a r e  
i s  located at a three-way 
intersection. Narrow, hard-to- 
manage turns  in t h e  roads 
make th is  section of busy 
U.S.  2 3 1  h a z a r d o u s  f o r  
t ruckers--and f o r  courthouse 
employees! 

A circuit  cour t  employee 
J e a n  Browning looked up 
f r o m  h e r  d e s k  r e c e n t l y  
and saw a huge truck roaring 
r igh t  f o r  t h e  courthouse. 
She escaped without injury, 
but he r  c a r  did not. 

I t ,  along with eight o the r  
v e h i c l e s ,  f e l l  v i c t i m  t o  
t h e  r u n a w a y ,  b r a k e l e s s  
2 6 , 0 0 0 - p o u n d  1 8 - w h e e l e r ,  
as did a 45-year-old magnolia 
t r e e  o n  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  
lawn. 

T h e  t r u c k  d r i v e r  had 
two  choices when his brakes 
failed--hit a gasoline tanker  
truck in front  of him o r  
hit  t h e  courthouse. H e  chose 

t h e  lat ter .  No one, including 
t h e  d river and his wife, 
w h o  w a s  h i s  passenger ,  
was hurt. 

This was not t h e  case 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  
a c a r  rammed through t h e  
c o u  r t h o u s e  d o o r  k i l l i n g  
two  of i t s  occupants. 

T h e  c o u n t y  commiss ion  
has appointed a commi t t ee  
t o  study t h e  t raf f ic  hazards 
of Courthouse Square. Mean- 
w h i l e ,  St .  C l a i r  C o u n t y  
taxpayers have l i t t l e  worry 
a b o u t  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s  -- 
s t a y i n g  w i d e  a w a k e  a n d  @ 
a l e r t  on t h e  job. 

Change of Duties 
Announced For 
Staff Attorneys 

Myra Baker, Staff Attorney 
w i t h  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
Off ice  of Courts, has been 
assigned t o  work with t h e  
Municipal Court  Operations 
Division. She assumed t h e  
dut ies  previously performed 
by Lynda Flynt. 

Lynda will be  assisting 
t h e  Director  of t h e  Legal 
Division with m a t t e r s  relating 
t o  t h e  state courts. 

"I enjoyed working with 
t h e  municipal judges, clerks, 
and magistrates,  and, while 
I a m  looking forward t o  

my new duties, I will certainly 
m i s s  my associat ion with 
t h e  municipal courts,'' Lynda 
said. 

O t h e r  changes a r e  also 
in s to re  f o r  Myra. In April, 
she  will become Mrs. Keith 
Sabel. 

Judge Edwin Sanford 
R e t i r e d  E l m o r e  County  

Distr ict  Judge Edwin Sanford 
died March 16, 1985, follow- 
i n g  a n  e x t e n d e d  i l lness .  

J u d g e  Sanford ,  who is 
survived by his wife, retired 
f rom t h e  bench on December  
31, 1982. 

rn&CL H A Y  

"A piece of  evidence has just come to our attention that we feel 
has a bearing on this case." 
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Uncashed Checks Upset Balancing Act down C h e  s o m e  r y l e  30 manually t o  40 t r a c k s  e r r o r s  

a month--lost checks ,  mis- 
S o  you think you have  a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  they  w e r e  m a t c h e d  a m o u n t s ,  b a n k  

a tough job balancing your  when state and grand jury e r r o r s ,  d a t a  e n t r y  er rors ,  
checking  account !  w i t n e s s e s  w e r e  a l so  paid report ing e r ro r s ,  etc. 

in th i s  manner ,  and  c h e c k s  
Don ' t  look f o r  sympa thy  w e r e  w r i t t e n  t o  s o m e  of "Then, if I  c a n  g e t  up  

f r o m  C h e r y l e  T h o m a s  in t h e m  f o r  a s  l i t t l e  as 75  t h e  c o u r a g e ,  I g o  home  
t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  cents .  and  ba l ance  my own state- 
of C o u r t ' s  f i sca l  d e p a r t m e n t .  
Cheryle ' s  job i s  t o  ba lance  
t h e  s t a t e ' s  g r a n d  j u r o r  
and  state juror  bank a c c o u n t s  
e a c h  month.  

Think of it! How would 
you l ike t o  have  t o  ba l ance  
a c c o u n t s  w i th  some  5,500 
checks  e a c h  month?  

C h e c k s  a r e  w r i t t e n  t o  
jurors in e a c h  c i r c u i t  c l e rk ' s  
o f f i c e  in t h e  state. T h e  
c l e r k s  s e n d  C h e r y l e  t h e  @ l i s t i n g  of c h e c k s  i s s u e d  
e a c h  m o n t h .  T h e  l i s t i n g  
shows t h e  number  of d a y s  
e a c h  juror  has  served ,  t h e  
c h e c k  n u m b e r ,  a n d  t h e  
a m o u n t  of t h e  check .  Che ry le  
e n t e r s  t h i s  d a t a ,  by coun ty ,  
i n to  t h e  c o m p u t e r  

N e w  a c c o u n t s  mus t  b e  
opened f o r  b o t h  state jurors 
a n d  g r a n d  jurors at t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  of e a c h  f i s c a l  
year .  

Never, since the accounts 
were first opened in 1977, 
has anyone been able to  
c l o s e  them out  because 
there has never been a 
year during which all of 
t h e  c h e c k s  issued have 
cleared the bank. At least 
a few people who received 
checks  f o r  jury duty or 
a s  witnesses failed to cash 
o r  depos i t  the ir  checks  
each year. 

Even wi th  t e n  a c c o u n t s  
t o  k e e p  s t r a i g h t ,  t h i n g s  

The 5 , 5 0 0  cancelled checks Cheryle 
Thomas has t o  deal with each month 
are not the problem. It's those that 
have never been cashed or deposited 
by  jurors and witnesses that keep ac- 
counts from being closed out. 

C h e r y  l e  r e c e i v e s  s t a t e -  
m e n t s  o f  a l l  t e n  state and 
grand juror  accoun t s  f r o m  
t h e  bank e a c h  month,  along 
wi th  a c o m p u t e r  t a p e  of 
a l l  t h e  mon th ' s  t ransac t ions .  

By compute r ,  s h e  c h e c k s  
t h e  i t e m s  i s s u e d  a g a i n s t  
t h e  i t e m s  c l ea red ,  producing 
a m a t c h e d  c h e c k  report .  
I t  i s  in t h i s  repor t  t h a t  
a n y  e r r o r s  t h a t  may  h a v e  
o c c u r r e d  a r e  r e v e a l e d .  
And, l ike in your  personal  
c h e c k i n g  accoun t ,  th is  i s  
w h e r e  t h e  " fun"  b e g i n s ,  
o n l y  o n  a l a r g e r  s c a l e .  

ment," s h e  said. 

Help Wanted 
Y o u r  C o u r t  N e w s  i s  

making a number  of changes-  
c h a n g e s  w e  b e l i e v e  w i l l  
m a k e  your  UJS fami ly  p a p e r  
m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  m o r e  
informat ive .  

You'll see m o r e  p ic tures ,  
l a r g e r  h e a d l i n e s ,  a n d  a 
n e w  t h r e e - c o l u m n  f o r m a t .  
Look f o r  even  m o r e  changes  
in t h e  months  ahead .  

C o u r t  News is now a 
m o n t h l y  p u b l i c a t i o n .  We 
w a n t  t o  k e e p  you informed 
of e v e n t s  within t h e  Alabama  
c o u r t  s y s t e m  on a m o r e  
t ime ly  basis. 

W e ' r e  c o u n t i n g  on you 
t o  h e l p  u s  m a k e  C o u r t  
News a b e t t e r ,  m o r e  compre -  
hensive publicat ion by sharing 
wi th  us t h e  plans, programs,  
and  e v e n t s  going on in your 
off ice.  

You don ' t  h a v e  t o  write 
t h e  s t o r y - - w e ' l l  d o  t h a t .  
All you h a v e  t o  d o  i s  l e t  
u s  know wha t ' s  going on. 
G i v e  u s  t h e  de ta i l s ,  and  
we ' l l  d o  t h e  rest.  We c a n  
use  your  photos, too. S imple  
black and  w h i t e  pr in ts  (even  
Polaroid)  will  do. 

When you h a v e  a r t i c l e s  
o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  n e w s  
o r  f e a t u r e  s to r i e s  f o r  C o u r t  
News ,  c o n t a c t  Ann Henn,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of 
C o u r t s ,  1 - 8 0 0 - 3 9 2 - 8 0 7 7 .  
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