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The success of 70SERVE THE PUBLIC' depends upon YOU1
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It will only be through
the efforts of individual
attorneys and bar
associations taking our
positive message
to the public that this
presentation will be effective in
creating a more
the profession.
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n Feb. 18, 1997, a solemn
procession ascended the
steps of the Judicial Building as
six marshals and two state
troopers accompanied the casket
of Associate Justice Oscar W.
Adams Jr. on his journey to the
capital city. Members of the
judicial family and others in the
Montgomery area were honored
by the opportunity to pay their
last respects to Justice Adams as
he lay in repose in the rotunda.
His colleagues and former
colleagues on the Supreme
Court, judges and staff of the
intermediate appellate courts,
members of the Administrative
Office of Courts, and Gov. Fob
James, who had appointed
(see "Adams" next page)

Susan Andres, dir. of communications of Ala.
State Bar, and Margaret Richardson,producer
with Leo Ticheli Productions, Birmingham,
during filming of the State Law Library.
BY ERIC L. LOCKE
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oyola University Chicago
School of Law comments
that the legal profession is
commonly characterized as smug,
greedy, and self-serving and
emphasizes that "[allthough antilawyer sentiment and distrust of
lawyers was present even in

tested lower."
(see "Video" page 4)
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and because he believed so
deeply that our state institutions,
including our judiciary, could not Th
reach their fullest potential
. , . ,,,, without the participation of all frid
retirea in I Y Y ~ ,
citizens, this belief most likely
Adams said: "I
influenced his decision to dedicate
.1
. .
- ... - 1

-

Kinterblsh Jr. Hlgh School students take oath before the
"Drugs and Guns are Outl" Mock Trlal.

S

umter County sixth and
seventh grade students had
their say in court. The students
participated in a "mock trial"
program sponsored by the United
States Attorney's office, entitled
"Drugs and Guns are Out!" The
program, which presented the
simple message that using guns and
selling drugs will lead to a federal
prison term, is tailored to reach
middle school students, according
to the United States Attorney Caryl
P. Privett. The children were
responsible for determining the fate
of a young man charged with selling
crack cocaine.
The trial was held in the courtroom
of District Coun Judge Tammy
Jackson Montgomery,who presided
Alabama Court News

over the trial and sentenced the
defendant. "Because I believe that
all of us are responsible for the future
of our youth, it is important that we
use programs such as this to deter
ow youth from drugs and violence
by showing them what can result
from criminal involvement with
drugs and guns," said Judge
Montgomery.
The mock trial was presented in
several other counties with positive
responses from both students and
teachers. Ms. Privett said, "It is only
when we all work together in law
enforcement that we can ever hope
to improve the lives of those we
serve. This program is one small
way that we can work toward a
common goal."

Sumter County District court
Tammy
Jackson
Judge
Montgomery presented the
"Children of the Village" awards
to two Sumter County High
School students (SCHS). The
award originated from a pilot
program of the same name created
by Judge Montgomery at SCHS.
This award recognizes one male
and one female student each
semester for "significant
achievement in one or more areas
of his or her life" including selfimprovement, self-esteem,
academics or community service.
Another program started by
Judge Montgomery is "Smart
Moves." This juvenile crime
prevention program is designed to
foster a teenager's positive
decision making skills and to deter
the students from negative
behavior both in and out of school.
An activity of the program
included a tour of Kilby Prison,
one of Alabama's maximum
security prisons.

* During Black History month,
students from Panola's North
Sumter Junior High School visited
the Sumter County Courthouse.
Presiding Judge Eddie Hardaway
and Judge Montgomery explained
each courtroom official's function.
What followed was an opportunity
for the students to play the roles
of those officials.
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Resolution, Law Week ceremonies,
drug awareness projects, and
scholarship programs. 'To Serve the
Public" acquaints the viewer with
generalinformationabouttheAlabama
State Bar and the requirements it has
established for lawyers in practice, and
conveys that lawyers are, in fact,
human beings, who, due to their
chosen profession, have a unique
responsibility to the public.
'To Serve the Public" offers the
viewer a brief tour of the Alabama
Judicial Building where Supreme
Court Justices are seen preparing to
hear oral arguments, as well as
introducingthe viewer to theStateLaw
Library and briefly explaining its
resources and assessibility to the
public. This videotape also presents
the offices of the Alabama State Bar
building, and highlights various
prominent appellate court judges,
attorneys and other leaders in the legal
profession who are dedicated to
serving the public. One scene in the
video shows a volunteer speakmg to
school children about the legal
profession who uses "To Serve the
Public" as part of her presentation.
"To Serve the Public" inspires
attorneys as well as all officers of the
court to donate their time for public
service, and inspires the public to trust
attorneys with the various services the
legal community offers.
For more information on the video
or to volunteer your time to present
"To Serve the Public" to civic,
religious, business and community
organizations, contact Ms. Susan
Andres, director of communications
of the Alabama State Bar, at
(334)269- 1515 (telephone),
(334)261-6310
(fax),
or
c o r n @alabar.org (e-mail).

BY RICH HOBSON

The Challenge: Workloads of the
clerk's offices around the state
continue to increase. Due to limited
fundingthe judicial system is unable
to hire the personnel needed to
relieve the excess workload from
these offices.
Outside the
courthouse there are many ablebodied individuals who desire to
work, yet they lack experience.
The Solution:
The Job
Opportunities and Basic Skills
(JOBS) program was brought to full
force by the Department of Human
Resources (DHR) in 1992. This
program is part of "work-fare"
where Family Financial Assistance
(formally AFDC) recipients
continue to receive their benefits
while participating full-time in the
professional workforce.
Charles Story, circuit clerk,
Chambers County, was the first
circuit clerk in the state to utilize the
DHWJOBS program. "The JOBS
program is serving two main
purposes in my office," Mr. Story
said. "First of all, the individual is
learning marketable skills which
will help her in whatever career she
decides to pursue. Second, her

statistical addendums will be Summer Conferences
distributed to the circuit and
Juvenile Probation Officers
The FY 1996 Annual Report and district judges and clerks during
Statistical Addendum have been the annual summer conferences. Institute June 25-27,
published.
The statistical For anyone who needs a report Quality Inn-Gulf Shores
their
scheduled
information was separated from before
Circuit and District Clerks
the report to reduce publication conference, please contact
costs and to make it more Sheila Wall, AOC, public Annual Conference July 9-11,
convenient for the users. The FY information office, at (800) 392- Quality Inn-Gulf Shores
(see "Briefs" next page)
1996 Annual Reports and 8077 or (334) 242-0880.
Stop the Press!
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assistance is enabling our office to
provide better service to the people
of Chambers County." Ted Hooks,
circuit clerk, Calhoun County, is also
participating in the program. Mr.
Hooks praised the DHRIJOBS
program and was especially
impressed with the caliber of
individuals referred to his office.
Alice Cornelson, district court clerk,
Mobile County, found the program
beneficial and hired one of her JOBS
placements in a temporary position.
The DHWJOBS program is easy
to implement. After an agreement
has been made by the supervising
authority (the circuitldistrict clerk)
and the county DHR, prospective
applicants are interviewed by the
circuit clerk. Chosen participants

begin a 13-week stint working in
variousjobs within the clerk's office.
After the initial 13-weekperiod, the
program may be extended an
additional 13 weeks-equaling 6
months of full-time work
experience.
What is the payoff for these
individuals? Why are they
motivated to donate 40 hours per
week? For the work experience.
And, when deserved, to receive a
good job reference.
Four pilot sites were initially
chosen to test the program's merits.
Sincethe Circuit and District Clerk's
Annual Conference in January,
contacts have been made in 18
counties across the state. The DHR
program is available in all 67
counties and could prove to be a
valuable resource for the judicial
system. The program fits Chief
Justice Peny 0 . Hooper's and Frank
Gregory's, administrativedirector of
courts, vision of bringing courts and
communities closer together.
For more information concerning
this program, please contact Rich
Hobson, AOC, at (800) 392-8077 or
(334) 242-0300.
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as presidingjudge of Montgomery's
Family and Juvenile Court. Most
days I work some on the estate of a
favorite cousin who died last year
in Michigan. I also enjoy spending
h e with my parents who are 91 and
88 years old, still living at home, and
are a real hoot. Do You have any
idea how long old folks wait at
various doctors' offices? It's
to&e
incredible! I enjoy vi siting
- with
former associates but try not to
interfere. I think I have been
successful in my intent to not offer
advice on how they she,uld sail the carkr as 1
ship without this captain at the helm.
The Chief Justice has sent me on
assignment to several different
jurisdictions around Alabama to
help out and that has been quite
interesting. I've discovered that an
out-of-town judge is viewed
differently-and possibly more
reverently-than the hometown
judge is. At one courthouse I called Jo
the opposing attorneys to the bench
to ask, with some embarrassment,
"do YOU lawyers know what the law
is on this issue?". One lawyer
looked at the other and then back at
me. "No, your honor," he said, "but
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Underway

The Trial Court Services Division of
AOC is conducting regional juvenile

:

D

iscussing conflict resolution
on Cable TV's Parents
Express are from left, Rich Hobson,
AOC; Joanne Shum, producer of
Parents Express; Judge Joel Dubina,
1lth Judicial Circuit, U.S. Court of
Appeals; and Judy Keegan,
Alabama Center for Dispute
Resolution. The 30-minute talk
show aired in April and focused on
alternative ways for children and
adolescents to manage conflict.

SJIS MANAGEMENTcompletion and notification to SJIS
users.
PROGRAM
INSTITUTED
A

s requested by State Justice
~nformationSystem (SJIS)
users, the AOC has designed and
implemented a program to manage
changes to the state judicial
computer system. The program
basics include:

A monthly newsletter, SJIS
Changes, is published by the Trial
Court Services Division in
coordination with the Management
Information Systems Division. The
newsletter is sent to presiding circuit
judges, circuit clerks, district clerks,
and chiefjuvenile probation oficers
on the last Friday of each month.

Weekly meetings are held to
consider requests for changes to
The changes to SJIS listed in the
SJIS. Approved changes are newsletter are implemented on the
scheduled for
15th of the month following the

("Briefs" continued)

judges, clerks, court specialists,
judicial assistants, juvenile
probation officers and others who
work in the juvenile area.
It is not too late to be included in
these seminars as several sessions
are scheduled in the month of
June. For more information about
these seminars, contact Trisha
Campbell, Trial Court Services
Division, or for questions regarding
Alabama Court News
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serninar registration,contact Vonda
Sanders, Alabama Judicial College.
Both can be reached at (800) 3928077 or (334) 242-0300.
New M Series Uniform Traffic
Citation and Complaint
Currently in Use

The Supreme Court adopted the
M Series of the Uniform Traffic
Citation and Complaint on March

newsletter. The only exceptions to
this policy would be changes to the
financial system, which are being
implemented on the first of the
month one month after publication.
The purpose of this management
program is to provide a consistent
method of implementing changes
and providing information to SJIS
users statewide in a timely manner
prior to changes being made. If you
have any questions about this
program, please contact Trisha
Campbell, AOC's Trial Court
Services Division, (800) 392-8077
or (334) 242-0300.

18, 1997, to be effective
immediately by amending
Rule 19 of the Alabama Rules of
Judicial Administration. The Court
further ordered that the
L Series traffic ticket should be
used by law enforcement
agencies until supplies are
depleted. The L Series will
continue to be used until there is
an official retirementlrecall
(See "Briefs" page 10)
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H. MARTIN,register, B
Winston County, retired Feb. 28, T.

JOYCE

, judicial assistant

E. RILEY,circuit clerk for A
Conecuh County, retired Jan. 15,

JEAN

for 12 years. He

Clerk's Office, retired April 30,
Judicial System for 24 years.

AGE,circuit judge, IN MEMORIAM
Circuit, retired

Circuit Clerk's Office, died March w

0, 1997. Judge

survived by three daughters,

M o b i l e attorney Joseph
(Rusty) Johnston Jr. was
swomin as acircuitjudge on April 18,
1997. Judge Johnston, appointed
recently by Gov. Fob James, replaces
13th Judicial Circuit Judge Robert L.
Byrd Jr. who served on the bench h m
1981 to 1997.
Judge Johnston's ceremony took
place in the Mobile County Judicial
Complex. The oath was administered
by Alabama Chief Justice Perry 0.
Hooper Sr. and was attended by a host
ofdistrict circuit, ap@ateandfedeA
judges.

Mitchell said with a laugh. 'The best
thing to do is to try to keep a sense of
humor."
And according to officials and
employees at the courthouse, she has
accomplished that and more. "She's
wonderful," said Circuit Judge Glenn
Thompson. "She's so pleasant to work
with. She's meticulous in the way she
keeps records. She's meticulous in the
way she handles people. She's very
conscientious."
Upon entering retirement, Mrs.
Mitchell has plans to visit Greece and
Australia,volunteer in the community,

catch up on her reading, work in her
yard and play bridge. "I have met an
awful lot of people," she said. "That's
a nice part of the job. But I've missed
a lot by working."
She said she'll live in Decatur but
can't wait to travel more often to
Birmingham and Albany, Ga., to see
her family. "I'm going to go wherever
my children and grandchildren want
me."
This is a revised article takenfim
The Decatur Daily. The original
author was Decatur Daily staff writer
Seth Blomulq\.

a court employee to a board that
will help guide him on domestic
EMPLoYEX
ApmlNTED
violence matters. The Governor's
TO
Domestic Violence Advisory
ADVISORY
COUNCIL
ON Council of 25 Alabamians
includes Judge Larry Anderson,
DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE 20th Judicial Circuit; Dothan,
Judge Sandra Storm, 10th Judicial
n May 16, Gov Fob James Circuit; Birmingham, District
appointed several judges and Judge
Peggy
Givhan,

Montgomery, and Angelo Trimble,
AOC director of the Judicial
System Study Commission.
Membership includes victims,
as well as interested members of
the general public, elected officials
and professionals from state,
county and city government and
the nonprofit agencies that work
directly with victims.
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labama' s
last
jury
commissioner has retired.
March 28 was Toy Mitchell's last day
to work in the Morgan County
courthouse.
During her 32 years of service, Mrs.
Mitchell has brought jury service a
long way in Morgan County. In 1965,
she said, 3,000residents were qualified
asjurors. Now, the county has 80,000
residents approved for jury service four of every five residents. "I've met
a lot of belligerent souls," Mrs.

COURT
OFFICIALS
AND

GOVERNOR'S

@

Newly sworn-in Mobile Circuit Judge Rusty Johnston, center, shares a light moment with his
wife Barbara, daughter Claire, son Sydney and Chief Justice Perry 0 . Hooper Sr.
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ake, 6th Judicial
Hereford, 30th
t, and Jim Hill, St.
istrict judge, finish
g last year's judges'

race at the Circuit and District
Judges Annual Conference. At
this summer's conferences, the
judges and the clerks will have a
5K RunIWalk.

Association's
National
e Administrative Conference of State Trial Judges.
s. Several law The appointment stemmed from
Judge Segrest's development and
Series traffic work with the Foundations in
Pluralism program.
ket have been September Enrollment Month
enforcement for P.A.C.T.
e Court Record September is the open enrollment
ticket will be month for the Prepaid Affordable
rts in the near College Tuition (P.A.C.T.)
Program. Through P.A.C.T., state
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