
Newsletter of  the Alabama Judicial System June, 1986 

Computers Aid Chief Justice Appoints 
In Management 
O f  State Courts Judicial Forms Committee 

A s  t h e  ink quill  g a v e  
way t o  manual  typing ma-  
c h i n e s ,  t h e  t ypewr i t e r  of 
t o d a y  i s  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  
b y  a u t o m a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  
i n  c o u r t  o f f i c e s  a c r o s s  
Alabama.  

P e r s o n s  c a l l e d  t o  jury 
s e rv i ce  in state c o u r t  wil l  
l i k e l y  h a v e  a c o m p u t e r  
s e l e c t  t h e i r  n a m e  at random 
and even  produce  t h e  sum- 
mons  mai led  t o  them.  In 
many c o u r t s  when  someone  
pays  a f ine ,  a n  e l e c t r o n i c  
c a s h  r eg i s t e r  r e c e i p t s  t h e  
money. 

(See Computers, page 2) 

Chief  J u s t i c e  C. C. Tor-  
b e r t ,  Jr., r ecen t ly  appoin ted  
a Judic ia l  F o r m s  and  Analysis 
R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  
t h e  pu rpose  of eva lua t ing  
a l l  s t anda rd i zed  c o u r t  forms .  
Torbe r t  specif ical ly cha rged  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :  

1) A n a l y z e  al l  ex is t ing  
f o r m s  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  c o n t e n t ,  
usage,  f low, and dis tr ibut ion;  

2) D r a f t  n e w  f o r m s  
w h i c h  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d ;  

3) M a k e  r e c o m m e n d a -  
t i ons  regard ing  t h e  pr in t ing  
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of c o u r t  
forms;  

4) D e v e l o p  a l i s t  of 
a l l  f o r m s  which t h e  judiciary 
is  responsible  f o r  purchasing.  

" T h e  A l a b a m a  c o u r t  
s y s t e m  has  long had a na t ion-  
a l  r epu ta t i on  f o r  t h e  f i n e  
work  w e  have  done  in t h e  
a r e a  of f o r m s  des ign  and  
m a n a g e m e n t , "  s a i d  A l l e n  
T a p l e y ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
D i r e c t o r  of Cour ts .  "The 
a p p o i n t m e n t  of t h e  f i r s t  
J u d i c i a l  F o r m s  A n a l y s i s  
a n d  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  
in November  of 1977 w a s  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  t oward  
making our  s y s t e m  e f f i c i e n t  
and cos t - e f f ec t ive  and  t h e i r  
(See Committee, page 8) 

GOVERNOR SIGNS XlDlClAL BUILDING AUTHORITY BILL----Governor George Wallace signed legislation creating a Judicial 

Building Authority recently at a signing ceremony in the State House. Pictured, from left to  right, are: Justice Henry 
Steagall, Judge Robert Bradley, Justice Reneau Almon, Judge William Bowen, State Senator Charles Langford, Judge Richard 
Holmes, Chief Justice C. C. Torbert, Jr, Robert Martin of the Administrative Office of Courts, Justice Hugh Maddox, 
Judge L. Charles Wright, State Representative Demetrius Newton, Judge John Patterson, Thelma Braswell of the Administra- 
tive Office of Courts, and Allen Tapley, Administrative Director of Courts The Authority, consisting of the Governor, 
Chief Justice, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House, and the Director of Finance, is authorized to  issue up to $40 
million in bonds to construct a new judicial building for the state. 
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Computers 
(Continued from Page 1 )  

A t  t h e  S t a t e  S u p r e m e  
Cour t ,  a compute r  sys tem 
allows t h e  c o u r t  t o  t r a c k  
i t s  pending issues and d e t e r -  
mine if opinions being pre- 
p a r e d  a r e  cons is tent  with 
prior decisions. 

According to State Chief 
Justice C. C. Torbert, Jr., 
"It's all a part of the judicial 
system's  e f for t  to keep 
abreast of the times and 
u s e  modern  management 
tools to efficiently process 
t h e  600,000 cases which 
c o m e  b e f o r e  A l a b a m a ' s  
courts each year." 

T o r b e r t  says  t h a t  Ala- 
bama ' s  c o u r t s  have  moved 
in to  t h e  compute r  a g e  in 
o r d e r  t o  b e t t e r  m a n a g e  
i n c r e a s i n g  c a s e l o a d s ,  hold 
down rising personnel cos ts ,  
and u l t imate ly  provide b e t t e r  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  people of 
t h e  state. 

Cur ren t ly  t h e  S t a t e  Judi- 
c i a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  
(SJIS) network is providing 
au tomated  serv ices  t o  t e n  
c o u r t s  in Mobile, Baldwin, 
Hous ton ,  Madison, Etowah,  
T u s c a l o o s a ,  M o n t g o m e r y ,  
J e f f e r s o n ,  Lauderdale,  and 
L e e  counties.  The  ne twork  
s e r v e s  c o u r t s  which hea r  
half of t h e  state's judicial 
workload. 

T h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t s  of 
J e f f e r son  county  have  be- 
c o m e  t h e  l a t e s t  par t ic ipants  
in t h e  SJIS network.  With 
21% of al l  c i r cu i t  and 16% 
of a l l  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  filings, 
t h e  Je f fe r son  county  c o u r t s  
a l s o  represent  t h e  l a rges t  
c o u r t  t o  join t h e  SJIS network.  

On May 21, 1986, t h e  

J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t y  c i r c u i t  
c r i m i n a l  d i v i s i o n  b e g a n  
opera t ion  of t h e  a u t o m a t e d  
c r i m i n a l  system. Following 
t h e  implementa t ion  of t h e  
cr iminal  sys tem,  t h e  remain- 
ing c i r cu i t  jurisdiction and 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  will begin 
t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  n e t w o r k .  
T h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  sys tem in Birmingham 
n a r k s  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of 
ove r  a year ' s  work. 

F u t u r e  p l a n s  c a l l  f o r  
Calhoun and Morgan county  
c o u r t s  t o  be  brought in to  
t h e  s y s t e m  i n  1 9 8 6 - 8 7 ,  
a n d  R u s s e l l  a n d  S h e l b y  
county  cour t s  t o  b e  added 
in 1987-88; however, reduced 
budget  appropriat ions could 
delay t h e  addit ion of t h e s e  
c o u r t s  t o  t h e  n e t w o r k .  

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  
f i v e  n e w  s y s t e m s  w e r e  
implemented  f o r  t h e  network.  
They include: a civil case 
t racking sys t em fo r  c i r cu i t  
c i v i l ,  d i s t r i c t  c i v i l ,  and 
s m a l l  c l a ims  cases which 
g e n e r a t e s  a l l  major c o u r t  
f o r m s  a n d  d o c k e t s  p lus  
a var ie ty  of not ices  and 
m a n a g e m e n t  r e p o r t s ;  a n  
a t t o r n e y  sys t em t h a t  supplies 
a d d r e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  
not ices  on civi l  cases; a 
w i t n e s s  s u b p o e n a  s y s t e m  
f o r  a l l  t y p e  cases which 
g e n e r a t e s  s u b p o e n a s  f o r  
a l l  wi tnesses  and,  if neces-  
sary,  reissues t h e  subpoenas; 
a c o u r t  p a y m e n t  s y s t e m  
which records  and r ece ip t s  
a l l  t ransact ions  fo r  res t i tu-  
t i o n ,  a l i m o n y  a n d  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  accounts,  disburses 
t h e  funds,  keeps  d isbursement  
histories and provides man- 
a g e m e n t  r epor t s  on delin- 
quen t  accounts;  and a t r ack -  
ing sys t em f o r  t h e  Supreme  
Cour t  t o  ass is t  t h e  c o u r t  
in  d e t e r m i n i n g  if i t  has 

i s s u e d  p r e v i o u s  
on various issues. O p i n i o n s  @ 

The f i v e  new systems 
bring t o  23 the  number 
o f  systems in operation 
at  the Judicial Data Center. 
Statewide, the SJIS network 
cons is ts  of 210 terminals 
and 28 printers at  the various 
court sites and in Montgom- 
ery 

N e w  s y s t e m s  s c h e d u l e d  
1 

! 
f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n c l u d e  
a l ias  war ran t  issuance and 
d i s t r i c t  c r iminal  c a s e  t r ack -  
i n g .  T h e s e  s y s t e m s  w i l l  
a l l o w  c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s  o n  
t h e  n e t w o r k  t o  p r o p e r l y  
m a n a g e  a case f rom i t s  
b e g i n n i n g  t o  i t s  u l t i m a t e  1 
conclusion. I 

I 

I 

"Alabama is at t h e  fore-  I I 

f r o n t  in  t h e  development  I 

and applicat ion of compute r  
t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  c o u r t s , "  
said Allen L. Tapley, Admini- 
s t r a t i v e  Direc tor  of Courts .  
"Our exper ience  has success-  
f u l l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  
a u t o m a t e d  s y s t e m s  c a n  
enhance  our  abil i ty t o  more  
e f f e c t i v e l y  m a n a g e  t h e  
w o r k  of t h e  courts .  W e  
a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  con t inue  
d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  
o u r  a u t o m a t e d  capabi l i t ies  
t o  ensu re  t h a t  state c o u r t s  
cont inue  t o  o p e r a t e  in a 
responsible, e f f i c i en t  manner  
and t h a t  t h e  serv ices  w e  
provide t o  t h e  people of 
A l a b a m a  a r e  s e c o n d  t o  
none." 
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U.S. Supreme 
Court Overrules 
Swain v. Alabama 

Use of Peremptory Chal- 
lenges to Exclude Blacks 
Subject to Constitutional 
Attack Under Fourteenth 
Amendment. In a 7-2 dec i -  
s i o n ,  de l ivered  by J u s t i c e  
L e w i s  Powell ,  t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  held 
t h a t  t h e  s a m e  equa l  p ro t ec -  
t i o n  p r i n c i p l e  a p p l i e d  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a jury 
v e n i r e  s e l e c t i o n  s y s t e m  
is  d i scr imina tory  a l so  governs  
t h e  S t a t e ' s  use  of pe rempto ry  
cha l lenges  t o  s t r i k e  individual 
ju rors  f r o m  a p e t i t  jury. 

Revers ing  Swain v. Ala- 
bama ,  380  U.S. 202, t h e  
C o u r t  held t h a t ,  a de fendan t  
i s  n o  longer required t o  
prove  t h a t  t h e  prosecut ion  
has  es tab l i shed  a "cons is ten t  
p a t t e r n  of r ac i a l  discr imina-  
tion" by using pe rempto ry  
s t r i k e s  t o  e x c l u d e  b l acks  
o v e r  a number  of cases 
in o r d e r  t o  m a k e  a p r i m a  
f a c i e  showing of purposeful  
r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  
t h e  s e l ec t ion  of t h e  ven i r e  
in his case. 

Under  t h i s  ruling, a p r i m a  
f a c i e  s h o w i n g  of r a c i a l  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in violat ion 
o f  t h e  1 4 t h  A m e n d m e n t  
E q u a l  P r o t e c t i o n  C l a u s e  
c a n  b e  es tab l i shed  simply 
by t h e  d e f e n d a n t  relying 
o n  f a c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
p r o s e c u t o r ' s  e x e r c i s e  of  
p e r e m p t o r y  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  
his case. 

O n c e  t h e  de fendan t  makes  
t h e  r equ i s i t e  showing, t h e  
burden sh i f t s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
t o  provide  a neu t r a l  explana-  
t i o n  f o r  e x c l u d i n g  b l a c k  
jurors. T h e  p rosecu to r  c a n n o t  

State Personnel Board Hosts 
Luncheon For Retired Judges 

Pr io r  t o  t h e  spring judicial only providing a mone ta ry  
c o u r s e s  f o r  c i r c u i t  a n d  s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  
d i s t r i c t  judges, t h e  S t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  b u t  your s e r v i c e  
P e r s o n n e l  Board sponsored e n s u r e s  s p e e d y  a n d  f a i r  
a n  i n f o r m a l  luncheon f o r  h e a r i n g s  w h e n  e m p l o y e e s  
r e t i r ed  judges who  p a r t i c i p a t e  appea l  discipl inary o r  dis- 
i n  t h e i r  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r  m i s s a l  act ions,"  s h e  said. 
Droeram. 

Luncheon guests included (1-1) Retired 
Circuit Judges lngram Beasley and 
Tom Huey, Birmingham; Hunter Slaton, 

.AOC; and Retired Circuit Judges Cecil 
Strawbridge, Vernon; Walter Bridges, 
Bessemer. 

D r .  H a l y c o n  B a l l a r d ,  
S t a t e  P e r s o n n e l  D i r e c t o r ,  
t h a n k e d  t h e  j u d g e s  f o r  
t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  
p r o g r a m .  " Y o u  a r e  n o t  

A n d r e w  G e n t r y ,  V i c e -  
C h a i r m a n  of  t h e  b o a r d ;  
Dr. Ballard; and Rick Mead- 
o w s ,  S t a f f  A t to rney ,  dis- 
c u s s e d  w i t h  t h e  j u d g e s  
r e c e n t  p r o c e d u r e  c h a n g e s  
m e a n t  t o  s t r e a m l i n e  appea l s  
and  m a k e  t h e  p roces s  m o r e  
conven ien t  f o r  hear ing  off i -  
cers .  

R e t i r e d  judges present ly  
pa r t i c ipa t ing  in t h e  Hear ing  
Of f i ce r  P rog ram are:  Ingram 
B e a s l e y  a n d  T o m  H u e y ,  
Birmingham; Walter  Bridges, 
B e s s e m e r ;  Newton  Powell ,  
Deca tu r ;  C e c i l  S t rawbr idge ,  
V e r n o n ;  R o b e r t  P a r k e r ,  
A n n i s t o n ;  W i l l i a m  B y r d ,  
Alexander  Ci ty ;  and  R o b e r t  
Hodne t t e ,  Mobile. 

r ebu t  t h e  de fendan t ' s  p r i m a  Agencies TO Receive 
f a c i e  Case of d iscr imina t ion  Traff ic  T icket  Order 
by simply s t a t i n g  t h a t  his 
u s e  of pe rempto ry  s t r i ke s  Forms This Month 
w a s  t o  e x c l u d e  b l a c k s ,  Law e n f o r c e m e n t  agenc i e s  
w h i c h  h e  f e l t  would b e  will  r ece ive  a UTC Inventory 
p a r t i a l  t o  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  a n d  Orde r  F o r m  (UTC-12) 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s h a r e d  during t h e  month  of June.  
race .  A g e n c i e s  s h o u l d  i n d i c a t e  

As no ted  in t h e  concurr ing  
o p i n i o n  of  J u s t i c e  Byron 
R. White, "Much l i t iga t ion  
will  b e  requi red  t o  spel l  
o u t  t h e  con tou r s  of t h e  
C o u r t ' s  E q u a l  P r o t e c t i o n  

t h e  number  of unused 
o n  h a n d  f o r  e a c h  
i . . ,  B, C ,  D, etc.) 
e n t e r  t h e  number  of 
r e q u e s t e d  f o r  t h e  
ca l enda r  year .  

books 
s e r i e s  

I and 
books 
n e x t  

holding today ,  and  t h e  signifi- Agencies  should c o m p l e t e  
c a n t  e f f e c t  i t  will  have  and r e t u r n  t h e  inventory  infor-  
on t h e  conduc t  of c r imina l  ma t ion  by J u n e  20  whe the r  o r  
t r i a l s  c a n n o t  b e  gainsaid." n o t  U T C ' s  a r e  o r d e r e d .  
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Gayle Griffin Prepares Final Payroll 
For Court Officials And Employees 

The c o u r t  sys t em ' s  "payroll C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  p a y r o l l  
lady" i s  leaving t h e  Admini- o f f i c e  p r o c e s s e s  a p p r o x i -  
s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of C o u r t s  m a t e l y  1 7 0 0  p a y c h e c k s  
a f t e r  nine y e a r s  of service.  eve ry  t w o  weeks. 

A s  p a y r o l l  c le rk ,  Mrs. 
G a y l e  Gr i f f in ' s  m o t t o  has  
b e e n  "ne i ther -  
rain,  nor s l ee t ,  
nor snow . . . " 

c a n  k e e p  m e  
f r o m  g e t t i n g  
t h e  p a y r o l l  
c h e c k s  o u t  t o  
c o u r t  of f ic ia l s  
and  employees  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
state. Grif fim 

"While s o m e  c o u r t  pe r -  
sonnel  may  n o t  have  g o t t e n  
the i r  c h e c k s  on  t ime ,  Gay le  
a lways  hung in t h e r e  t ry ing  
t o  l o c a t e  them;  and mos t  
t imes ,  s h e  w a s  successful," 
said Oliver  Gi lmore ,  Ass is tan t  
D i r e c t o r  of Adminis t ra t ive  
Off i c e  Operat ions.  

In h e r  c a r e e r  at t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of  
C o u r t s ,  G a y l e  h a s  s e e n  
t h e  number  of persons o n  
t h e  payrol l  i nc rease  f r o m  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  500 people,  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  
of judges, c l e r k s  and  r eg i s t e r s  
in J anua ry  of 1977, t o  approx- 
ima te ly  1300 people,  follow- 
ing t h e  assumpt ion  of e m -  
p loyees  in October ,  1977. 

A s i d e  f r o m  a d d i n g  t h e  
8 0 0  employees  during t h e  
1 9 7 7  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  t o  
t h e  payrol l  and comput ing  
c o s t - o f  - l i v i n g  i n c r e a s e s  
fo r  a l l  employees ,  off icials ,  
a n d  p e r s o n n e l  by  h a n d ,  
t h e  b i g g e s t  cha l l enge  s h e  
has  f a c e d  during her  t e n u r e  
h a s  b e e n  c o m p u t e r i z a t i o n .  

"We would n o t  b e  a b l e  
t o  handle  t h e  5 3  d i f f e r e n t  
p a y r o l l s  w e  h a v e  t o d a y  
if i t  w e r e  n o t  f o r  compute r i -  
zation," said Gayle.  

"Gayle h a s  been  a r ea l  
m a i n s t a y  in providing ac- 
c u r a t e  and e f f i c i en t  payrol l  
s e rv i ces  t o  c o u r t  of f ic ia l s  
a n d  p e r s o n n e l  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  state," sa id  Bob Til lman,  
D i r e c t o r  of Adminis t ra t ive  
O f f i c e  O p e r a t i o n s .  "She  
has  been  a superb  employee  
who  will b e  missed by all," 
said Tillman. 

G a y l e  i s  l e a v i n g  h e r  
c h a l l e n g i n g  du t i e s  at t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f  i c e  of  
C o u r t s  t o  a s s u m e  ful l- t ime,  
equally cha l lenging  responsi- 
bi l i t ies  as a housewife and  
mother .  

Law Clerks And Bailiffs To Meet 
An organiza t ional  mee t ing  mingham. 

t o  f o r m  a n  associa t ion  of Informat ion  may  b e  ob- 
A l a b a m a  l a w  c l e r k s  a n d  ta ined  by wr i t ing  Er ic  Wish- 
ba i l i f f s  will  be  held J u n e  n e r ,  R o o m  3 0 3 ,  C i r c u i t  
25, 1986, at 5:15 P.M. in C o u r t ,  J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t y  
Room 303 at t h e  Je f f e r son  C o u r t h o u s e ,  B i r m i n g h a m ,  
County  Cour thouse  in Bir- AL 35203. 

CONFERENCE 

JIJNE 25 - 27, 1986 
MONTGOMERY CIVIC CENTER 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 

"The Interagency Confer- 
ence i s  a means to forge 
a new, cooperative partner- 
ship and improve coordination 
be tween  departments  and 
agencies involved in providing 
services to the youth of 
Alabama," said Chief Justice 
C. C. Torbert, Jr. 

All juvenile and family 
court judges and chief pro- 
bation off icers  are urged 
to pre-reg is ter  for  th i s  
most important conference. 

For additional information, 
call Peggy D. Walker at -- 
t h e  Administrat ive Office a 
of Courts, (205) 834-7990 
or (in Alabama), 1-800-392- 
8077. 
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Law Week Celebrated Statewide . . . 
Sandra Day O'Connor Speaks At 
Calhoun County Law Day Luncheon 

U .  S .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  Redskins p layer ,  who  appa r -  
J u s t i c e  Sandra  Day O 'Connor  e n t l y  h a d  b e e n  d r i n k i n g ,  
addressed  t h e  Calhoun Coun tv  to ld  t h e  f i r s t  f e m a l e  high 
Bar Associat ion 
o n  M a y  9 i n  
c e l e b r a t i o n  
of t h e  state's 
Law and C o u r t  
O b s e r v a n c e  
Week. 

She  and  h e r  
h u s b a n d  a c -  
c e p t e d  a brass  O'COn*r 
app le  and  personal ized Wash- 
ington Redskin j acke t s  which  
w e r e  manufac tu red  locally. 

" T h e  n e x t  t i m e  J o h n  
R i g g i n s  ( f o r m e r  R e d s k i n s  
ful lback)  a sks  m e  t o  loosen 
up I'll know just w h a t  t o  
w e a r , "  s h e  s a i d ,  ho ld ing  
up t h e  jacket .  

T h e  c o m m e n t  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a n  inc ident  when t h e  

2,000 See State 
Supreme Court 
Conduct Session 

T h e  A l a b a m a  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  m e t  in f o r m a l  session 
in DeKalb  Coun ty  on  May 
2nd as a p a r t  of annual  
Law Day ceremonies .  

P r e s i d i n g  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  
R a n d a l l  C o l e  w e l c o m e d  
t h e  jus t ices  who conduc ted  
t h e  spec i a l  session in t h e  
R a i n s v i l l e  C i v i c  C e n t e r .  
More t h a n  2,000 high school  
s tuden t s ,  judges, loca l  a t t o r -  
neys,  and  o t h e r s  f r o m  DeKalb  
a n d  C h e r o k e e  c o u n t i e s  
s a w  t h e  c o u r t  in ac t ion .  

c o u r t  j u s t i c e  t o ,  t t ~ o o s e n  
up, Sandy baby." 

M r s .  O ' C o n n o r  s p o k e  
of d ivers i ty  being t h e  s t r e n g t h  
of t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  " just  
as i t  is  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 
A l a b a m a  a n d  of A m e r i c a  
i tself  .I' 

She  g a v e  a n  in t e r e s t i ng  
his tory of t h e  fou r  Alabam-  
i a n s  w h o  s e r v e d  on t h e  
high c o u r t  -- John  McKinley, 
J o h n  A r c h i b a l d  C a m p b e l l ,  
William B. Woods, and  ' H U ~ O  

Black. Toge the r  t hey  se rved  
a t o t a l  of 64 years .  

" M y  a p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  
o u t  of t h e  ord inary ,  I  now 
unders tand ,  pr imar i ly  because  
I  w a s  ne i the r  born in nor  
a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  state 
o f  A l a b a m a , "  s h e  s a i d .  

T w o  cases w e r e  hea rd  
by t h e  C o u r t - -  t h e  f i r s t ,  
a c r imina l  case which origi- 
n a t e d  in Baldwin and Mobile 
c o u n t i e s  a n d  t h e  second,  
a c iv i l  case f i led  in Madison 
County .  P r io r  t o  t h e  pro-  
c e e d i n g s ,  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  
C. C. Torbe r t ,  Jr., expla ined  
t o  t h o s e  in a t t e n d a n c e  how 
t h e  c o u r t  wou ld  cons ider  
t h e  cases and  render  deci-  
s ions a t  a l a t e r  da t e .  

Judges Address 
Butler Co. Students 

G o r m a n  Houston,  Assoc i a t e  
J u s t i c e  o n  t h e  A l a b a m a  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  and  S a m  
(See Law Week, page 6) 

Winners Named 
In Social Studies 
Fair Competition 

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u r t  
s y s t e m ' s  s t a t e w i d e  educa -  
t iona l  p rog ram,  t h e  A labama  
J u d i c i a l  C o l l e g e  F a c u l t y  
Assoc ia t ion ,  Claud  Neilson, 
C h a i r m a n ,  p r o v i d e d  c a s h  
a w a r d s  f o r  t h e  annual  S t a t e  
S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  F a i r  held 
i n  M o n t g o m e r y  o n  May 
3. 

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e  
G o r m a n  H o u s t o n  j u d g e d  
t h e  l a w  and  cou r t - r e l a t ed  
p ro j ec t s  and  p re sen ted  c a s h  
a w a r d s  and  ribbons t o  t h e  
f i r s t ,  s e c o n d ,  a n d  t h i r d  
p l a c e  winners. 

T h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  a w a r d  
of $75.00 w e n t  t o  Kris t in  
S m i t h ,  Shades  Valley Re-  
s o u r c e  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r ,  
B i rmingham.  Second p lace ,  
$50.00,  w a s  p re sen ted  t o  
C a r l a  Co le ,  Eufaula  High 
School; and  L e e  Anne Kum- 
m e r  of  E a s t e a t e  M i d d l e  
School  in  0z;k won t h e  
th i rd  p l a c e  award  of $25.00. 

"Al l  t h e  p ro j ec t s  w e r e  
wel l  thought  o u t  and  very  
c r ea t ive .  I w a s  m o s t  im- 
pressed  wi th  t h e  s tuden t s '  
unders tanding  of and  i n t e r e s t  
in our  laws  and  t h e  courts ,"  
s a i d  J u s t i c e  H o u s t o n .  "I 
u r g e  c o u r t  o f f ic ia l s  through- 
o u t  t h e  state t o  ass i s t  ou r  
young people  in t h i s  mos t  
i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  and  t o  ac t i ve -  
ly suppor t  t he i r  loca l  law 
and  cou r t - r e l a t ed  educa t ion  
programs,"  h e  said. 

T h e  S t a t e  Social  S tudies  
F a i r  i s  sponsored by t h e  
A l a b a m a  Counc i l  f o r  t h e  
Socia l  Studies .  
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Summer Conference 
Scheduled For 
Clerks And Registers 

Alabama  c l e rks  and  regis- 
t e r s  will  hold the i r  annual  
s u m m e r  c o n f e r e n c e  at Gulf 
S t a t e  Pa rk  Reso r t  on  J u n e  
2 1-22. 

New o f f i ce r s  of t h e  Ala- 
b a m a  Associat ion of C le rks  
and Reg i s t e r s  will b e  e l e c t e d  
o n  Sa tu rday  a f t e rnoon  and 
will  b e  instal led t h a t  evening. 

Law Week 
(Continued from Page 5) 
Taylor ,  Judge  on  t h e  C o u r t  
of Cr iminal  Appeals, took  
p a r t  in  Law Day ac t iv i t i e s  
held May 7 in t h e  Butler  
Coun ty  Courthouse.  

Houston  and Taylor  joined 
C i rcu i t  J u d g e  Ar thur  Gamble ,  
D i s t r i c t  Judge  Joseph Poole,  
a n d  P r o b a t e  J u d g e  Calv in  
S t e i n d o r f f  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  
a n  overview of t h e  state's 
c o u r t  s y s t e m  t o  B u t l e r  
County  high school  seniors. 

Escambia County 
High School Seniors 
Serve As Jurors 

F o r  t h e  second consecut ive  
yea r ,  t h e  Escambia  County  
Bar Associat ion,  in obser-  
v a n c e  of Law Week, spon- 
s o r e d  a n  a c t u a l  t r i a l  of 
a c r imina l  ' case t h a t  w a s  
d e c i d e d  by  a jury m a d e  
up  of seniors  f r o m  t h r e e  
a r e a  high schools. 

A DUI case w a s  t r i ed  
by t h e  state and t h e  defen-  
d a n t  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
case c o u l d  b e  hea rd  by 
t h e  jury  of h igh  school  
seniors  and t h a t  t h e  ve rd ic t  
would b e  t h e  a c t u a l  ve rd i c t  
i n  t h e  case. 

Research Of Court Records Made 
Easier In Clay County Clerk's Office 

"A job I 've d readed  s ince  
I t o o k  o f f i c e  only took 
a coup le  of days,  thanks  
t o  t h e  help of t h e  Administra-  
t i v e  O f f i c e  of Courts .  Their  
hard work and coopera t ion  
will  m a k e  r e sea rch  of ou r  
r e c o r d s  a lo t  ea s i e r  f o r  
my o f f i c e  and  t h e  people 
of Clay  County," said R o b e r t  
" S h o t g u n "  G i d d e n s ,  C l a y  
County  C i rcu i t  Clerk.  

A t  G i d d e n s '  r e q u e s t ,  
L a r r y  F o r s t o n  a n d  S t e v e  
Tomberl in t rave led  t o  Ash- 
l a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  r e c o r d s  
m a n a g e m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e .  

M a n y  of  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
r e c o r d s  h a d  b e e n  moved  
t o  a b a l c o n y  over looking  
t h e  c o u r t r o o m  a n d  w e r e  
s t o r e d  h a p h a z a r d l y  a b o u t  
t h e  a r e a ,  m a k i n g  access 
a n d  r e t r i e v a l  e x t r e m e l y  
d i f f i c u l t .  M o s t  of t h e s e  
r eco rds  w e r e  found t o  b e  
el igible f o r  i m m e d i a t e  dis- 
p o s a l  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  wi th  
t h e  r e t en t ion  schedule  in- 
s truct ions.  

Remova l  of t h e s e  r eco rds  
a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a major  
u n d e r t a k i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  l o c a t i o n .  

"Shotgun" Giddens with Clerk's office 
staff, (I-r) Faye Lett, Jo Bishop, and 
Billy Cox, are pictured in front of 
truck loaded with records to be 
destroyed. 

For tuna te ly ,  i t  w a s  discov- 
e r e d  t h a t  t h e  r eco rds  could 
b e  tossed o u t  of a window 
i n t o  a dump t ruck  parked 
b e l o w .  

T w o  t r u c k  l o a d s  w e r e  
t a k e n  t o  t h e  Clay  County  
l a n d f i l l  a n d  d i s p o s e d  of 
as r e q u i r e d  by R u l e  47 
of t h e  Alabama  Rules  of 
J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

Clay County records being dumped at 
local land filL 

In  a l l ,  127 books and 
1 1 7  c u b i c  f e e t  of o t h e r  
e l i g i b l e  r eco rds  w e r e  de- 
s t royed.  

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  
Records  Re ten t ion  Schedule  
and  organiza t ion  of r eco rds  
s t o r a g e  a r e a s  a r e  options 
t h a t  o f t e n  resul t  in consider-  
a b l e  s p a c e  savings in c le rks '  
off ices. 

The  Adminis t ra t ive  Of f i ce  
of C o u r t s  Records  Manage- 
m e n t  Division is  ava i lab le  
t o  ass i s t  t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t s  
w i th  t h e  ident i f ica t ion  and 
des t ruc t ion  of el igible records. 
C o n t a c t  La r ry  For s ton  t o  
schedule  ass i s tance .  
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@Laura Calvert To Chair Committee 
To Revise Court Reporters' Manual 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
of C o u r t s  Allen L. Tapley 
has  named L a u r a  C a l v e r t ,  
P re s iden t  of t h e  A labama  
Shor thand R e p o r t e r s  Associa-  
t ion,  to cha i r  a c o m m i t t e e  
to work  w i t h  t h e  Adminis t ra -  
t i v e  O f f i c e  of C o u r t s  to 
u p d a t e  t h e  A l a b a m a  UJS 
C o u r t  R e p o r t e r s  Manua l .  

O t h e r s  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  a r e :  O f f i c i a l  
c o u r t  r e p o r t e r s  B r e n d a  
R. P a c k e r ,  Linden; Billie 
J o  Ingle, Jasper ;  J o a n  T. 
M i s k e l l e y ,  J a s p e r ;  D a v i d  
N o r t h i n g t o n ,  T u s c a l o o s a ;  
and  John Wilkerson, C le rk ,  

C o u r t  of C i v i l  A p p e a l s ;  
J enny  Dunn, f r e e l a n c e  re -  
p o r t e r ,  Montgomery;  Ju l i a  
G u e s s ,  I n s t r u c t o r ,  P r i n c e  
I n s t i t u t e ,  M o n t g o m e r y ;  
and Deanna  Johnson,  Di rec-  
t o r ,  C o u r t  R e p o r t e r  Training,  
Gadsden  S t a t e  Jun io r  College.  
Nancy Morochnick and L a r r y  
G. Fo r s ton  will  s e r v e  f r o m  
t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  
of Cour ts .  

Mrs. C a l v e r t  ha s  r eques t ed  
t h a t  a l l  sugges ted  addit ions,  
d e l e t i o n s  a n d  r e v i s i o n s  
b e  s e n t  to Nancy Morochnick 
at t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  O f f i c e  
of C o u r t s  as soon as possible. 

I Golden Sworn In / A s  Birmingham 
I Municipal Judge 
I 

i B i r m i n g h a m  a s s i s t a n t  
c i t y  a t t o r n e y  and municipal  
c o u r t  prosecu-  
t o r  A l o y s i u s  
G o l d e n  w a s  
r e c e n t l y  sworn  
in a s  a judge 
on t h e  Birming- 
h a m  Municipal 
Cour t .  

G o l d e n  
w i l l  s e r v e  a s  Golden 

a judge of t h e  South  C o u r t ,  
a new addit ion t o  t h e  Munici- 
pa l  C o u r t  and i s  cha rged  
wi th  supervision and t ra in ing  
o f  a l l  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s .  

" W e  a r e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  
t o  have  J u d g e  Golden  as 
a m e m b e r  of ou r  judicial 
s taff ,"  said J u d g e  Tennan t  
S ma l lwood ,  presiding judge 
of t h e  Birmingham Municipal 
Cour t .  

Military Service 
May B e  Added 
To Retirement 

U n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
of A c t  85-1001 passed during 
l a s t  y e a r ' s  Legis la t ive  ses- 
sion, employees  and  of f ic ia l s  
w h o  h a v e  b e e n  m e m b e r s  
of t h e  S t a t e  E m p l o y e e s ,  
Teache r s ,  o r  Judic ia l  R e t i r e -  
m e n t  S y s t e m s  f o r  six con-  
s e c u t i v e  yea r s ,  o r  f o r m e r  
m e m b e r s  of any  of t h e  
t h r e e  s y s t e m s  w h o  h a v e  
v e s t e d  b e n e f i t s  may now 
purchase  up to fou r  y e a r s  
of mi l i ta ry  s e rv i ce  c r ed i t .  

T h i s  r e o p e n i n g  of  t h e  
r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m s  f o r  
m i l i t a r y  c r e d i t  w i l l  e n d  
O c t o b e r  1, 1986. 

I n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  d e s i r e  
t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  mi l i t a ry  
c r e d i t  will b e  required to 
p a y  t h e  c u r r e n t  employee  
and  employe r  cost f o r  e a c h  
y e a r  o r  f r ac t i on  of a y e a r  
bought.  

Congratulations to Chief Justice C. C. 
l3o" Torbert, Jr, who holds Rebecca 
Shealy Cook, his new granddaughter. 
Rebecca was born on May 23rd 
in Montgomery and is the daughter 
of Shealy (Torbert) and Penn CodG 

T h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
c r e d i t  mus t  no t  have  pre-  
viously been  used f o r  r e t i r e -  
m e n t  c r e d i t  in t h e  s t a t e  
s y s t e m  a n d  c r e d i t  c a n n o t  
b e  p u r c h a s e d  by  a n y o n e  
c u r r e n t l y  d r a w i n g  mi l i ta ry  
r e t i r e m e n t  o t h e r  t han  dis- 
abi l i ty  benefi ts .  

If you have  any ques t ions  
a b o u t  p u r c h a s i n g  m i l i t a r y  
s e rv i ce  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t  c r e d i t ,  
c a l l  1-800-392-8077, ex t .  226. 

Official Court Reporters Debbie Gar- 
rett and Anna M a r i e  Surber, of the 
Alabama Shorthand Reporters Associa- 
tion, demonstrated the use of computer 
aided transcription (CAT) at  the judges 
spring conference i n  Tuscaloosa. 
A &hour session on evidence was 
recorded and, w i t h i n  6 hours, an 80- 
page, single-spaced transcript of 
the meeting was com pleted. 

Others participating in the demonstra- 
tion were: 0 C Rs Melanie Gamer, 
Frances Looney, and David Northing- 
ton; and freelance reporters Jenny 
Dunn, M a r y  King, and Sheila Ford. 
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Committee 
(Continued from Page 1)  

w o r k  w a s  i n v a l u a b l e  i n  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  o u r  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  c o u r t  forms," 
Tapley said. 

S i n c e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
of t h e  original  forms,  numer-  
ous  changes  at t h e  loca l  
l e v e l  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number  of 
f o r m s  and resul ted  in t h e r e  
no longer being a s tandard-  
ized set of f o r m s  in use  
s t a t e w i d e .  T h e  n e c e s s i t y  
t o  d e v e l o p  p r i n t  m a s t e r s  
f o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  
f o r m ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
inability of t h e  sys t em t o  
t a k e  fu l l  advan tage  of volume 
d i scoun t s ,  has g rea t ly  in- 
c r eased  cos ts .  

O n c e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
h a s  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  review 

and s tandardized  a l l  forms,  
r e c o m m e n d e d  n e w  f o r m s  
o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  exist ing 
f o r m s  m u s t  b e  a p p r o v e d  
by t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e f o r e  
t h e y  c a n  b e  d r a f t e d  o r  
c h a n g e d .  " T h e  p u r c h a s e  
of f o r m s  which have  n o t  
been  approved by t h e  c o m m i t -  
tee o r  which a r e  no t  t h e  
responsibility of t h e  c o u r t  
will n o  longer b e  authorized,"  
Tapley said. 

"Adherence to a standard- 
ized forms policy is  a neces- 
s a r y  ingredient  for  t h e  
e f f i c i e n t  management of 
the Alabama court system. 
During this period of budget 
reduction, i t  i s  even more 
essential that w e  implement 
a standardized policy which 
will assist us in continuing 
t o  provide t h e  level of 
service which the citizens 
of Alabama deserve," said 
Tapley. 

Members  of t h e  Judic ia l  
F o r m s  Analysis and  Review 
C o m m i t t e e  a r e :  C i r c u i t  
J u d g e s  Claud D. Neilson, 
C h a i r m a n ,  Linden; Richard  
H. Dor rough ,  Montgomery; 
J. Ronald  Storey ,  Dothan; 
P. Wayne Thorn, Birmingham; 
S. A. Watson, Jr., Huntsville; I I 

D i s t r i c t  J u d g e s  G e o r g e  I 

E. C a r p e n t e r ,  Tuscumbia ;  I 
I 

Sarah  M. Greenhaw,  Mont- i 

gomery ;  William G. High- I 

t o w e r ,  T r o y ;  C h a r l e s  W. 
I 
i Owen, Gadsden; J o  C e l e s t e  

P e t t w a y ,  Camden;  and  Cir-  
c u i t  C le rks  and Reg i s t e r s  
D e b r a  P. Hacke t t ,  Mont- 
g o m e r y ;  Ca ro l  W. Kiker, 
Phenix Ci ty ;  Eddie D. Mal- 
l a r d ,  T u s k e g e e ;  J e a n e l l  
T. Raney,  Cullman;  F r a n c e s  
H. R o g e r s ,  Athens; J e a n  
C .  S c o t t ,  G u n t e r s v i l l e ;  
A n n  W. T a t e ,  L u v e r n e ;  
Veleria  H. Thomley, Geneva;  
and Ju l i a  L. Trant .  Dothan. 
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